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On Monday, 7 September I accompanied Bob Pink to the Annual General Meeting of the 
8th Australian Division Association. Bob is our Delegate at 8th Australian Division 
Association meetings but I went along to participate in the discussion on the significant 
item on the agenda, namely the winding up of the 8th Australian Division Association after the 
Commemoration of the 75th anniversary of the Fall of Singapore in 2017. There was a great deal of 
discussion, and members will recall that we circulated material on this subject earlier in the year, and the 
result was a motion to move to wind up the 8th Australian Division Association in 2017 and that the matter be 
further discussed at the 2016 AGM of the 8th Australian Division Association. If any member has a view on 
the matter I would like to hear from them so that when this comes up for ratification at this time next year all 
voices will have been heard. 
Friday, 18 September brought the sad news of the passing that morning of PTE Ray Clendenning at the age 
of 95. Ray, who had been in indifferent health for some time, suffered a fall, which saw him placed in a high 
dependency aged care facility in Batemans Bay where he passed away, peacefully, in the company of his 
large and loving family. 
Bob Pink and I represented the Association at Ray’s farewell on Wednesday, 23 September at Broulee 
Memorial Gardens where I was very honoured to be asked by the family to deliver Ray’s military eulogy. 
There was a large gathering at the service, which was conducted very beautifully by Celebrant, Lynda Ord. 
Ray who, accompanied by Betty, was a stalwart member of the Association until age and increasing frailty 
curtailed his participation, will be sadly missed. 
I tried to contact Joe Coombs on 18 October to congratulate him on his 95th birthday but he wasn’t answering 
the phone. He was, no doubt, out raging somewhere. Joe is in remarkable shape for a man of his age and 
we wish him many more birthdays to come.   
The Annual Weekend in Gosford on 23rd and 24th October was a great success due to the organising abilities 
of Mick Pass and Bob Pink. The Meet and Greet on Friday evening saw a large number of members and 
guests assembled in an informal atmosphere to enjoy the opportunity to renew old acquaintances and catch 
up on tales of the past year. Saturday commenced with quite a moving Commemoration Service at the 
Evergreen Retirement Village organised by Rita Dean. In the absence of our “resident” Trumpeter, Luke 
Meehan, music was provided by Mr John Unicomb, a local band member, and we are grateful for his 
involvement. The day continued with a very interesting presentation by LTCOL Peter McGuinness on WW1 
and these talks, which have come to be a highlight of the weekend for most participants was again very well 
attended. I am indebted to Peter, and his capable aide CAPT Bill Edwards, for the extensive work that goes 
into preparing these sessions. The Annual General Meeting followed Peter’s presentation and went very 
smoothly. I think that all of the “malcontents” were laid low by illness or missed their transport connections. I 
am pleased to announce that all of the existing Office Bearers and Committee Members were returned to 
office unopposed. The Committee appreciates the endorsement of the membership. 
The Annual Dinner on Saturday evening was attended 67 members, partners and guests with the ranking 
guests being the Commanding Officer, 1/19 RNSWR, LTCOL Tony Ang, who relinquishes command on 31 
December 2015, and his successor, LTCOL Ian Pattingale, who assumes command on 1 January 2016. It 
was an ideal opportunity to welcome Ian Pattingale and assure him of the continuing support of the 
Association and to farewell Tony Ang who has done a great deal to foster co-operation between the serving 
soldiers and the Association during his term of command. I was very pleased to present LTCOL Ang with a 
gift to commemorate his term of command and the appreciation of members for his efforts on behalf of the 
Association.  
We were honoured by the presence of Rita Dean and Glen Scriven. Glen, at 98, looked remarkable and was 
accompanied by two of his grandchildren, Sally and Jamie, to ensure that he did not get up to much mischief. 
We were also honoured by the presence of Patsy Edwards, Secretary of the Gosford RSL Sub Branch and 
her husband Michael, together with Gary and Lorraine Young who represented the President of the Sub 
Branch. Sadly, the President of Gosford RSL Club, Mr John Trinks and his wife Maree were unable to join us 
due to a sudden bereavement.  
The costs of the evening were defrayed by the excellent efforts of David Ring in organising the raffle that 
raised over $700, not least due to David’s efforts in extracting money and the very generous selection of 
prizes that were donated along with copious bottles of Association Port. We are grateful to all who donated 
prizes, particularly Shirley Drum for another of her magnificent quilts. 
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The service by the staff of Gosford RSL Club was of the highest order and the evening was quilts. The 
service by the staff of Gosford RSL Club was of the highest order and the evening was thoroughly enjoyed 
by all. Sunday, 8 November saw me attending the Lidcombe RSL Sub-Branch Remembrance Day Sunday 
ceremony at Lidcombe. Sadly this year Association numbers were down with only Joe Coombs and me 
representing the Association. I laid a tribute in honour of the men of 2nd/19th Battalion AIF and we were joined 
at lunch later by Muriel Coombs and Anne Gillies. The service is always a particularly moving experience 
and the Lidcombe Sub-Branch is grateful to the Lidcombe Catholic Club for providing such stalwart support 
for the occasion. 
Wednesday, November 11, dawned grey, gloomy and wet. A more marked contrast to the day before would 
be hard to imagine. Despite the weather the attendance at the NSW Government Remembrance Day 
Service at the Cenotaph in Martin Place Sydney was enormous and was certainly greater than I can 
remember for many years. The service was conducted in the presence of His Excellency General The 
Honourable David Hurley AC DSC (Ret’d) Governor of New South Wales and Mrs Linda Hurley with the 
Occasional Address delivered by LTGEN Ken Gillespie AC DSC CSM (Ret’d). The participation of the 
Sydney Male Choir and the RSL Rural Commemorative Youth Choir, together with the Australian Army Band 
– Sydney and the Catafalque Party found from 6 Aviation Regiment helped to make this a truly memorable 
occasion for the large crowd. The service paid special tribute to those men who participated in the Co-eee 
Marches in 1915 and 1916 with Re-enactment parties from the various marches taking part. I do not know if 
any other member of the Association was present and if they were I apologise that they are not 
acknowledged. I did search the crowd after the event but the only familiar face I saw was Ron Ferguson, the 
Secretary of the 8th Australian Division Association.  
Sadly, the year ended with a number of sad reports. WO1 Trevor Hagan, OAM, who served as RSM of 1/19 
RNSWR in 1980/81 passed away on 12 November. Trevor served in Vietnam in both 1 RAR and 8 RAR and 
was instrumental in establishing the “Aussies’ Home” project that was focussed on the recovery of the 
remains of Australian soldiers killed in the Vietnam conflict.  SGT Richard “9 mil” Browning, a serving 
member of 1/19 RNSWR passed away in Lithgow Hospital on 17 November. Bill Saville, a staunch 
Association member passed away on 26 November at the age of 65. While Bill didn’t serve in 1/19 RNSWR 
he had served in 8 BDE and joined the Association in 2009 and was a regular at all Association activities. 
I once said that the hardest part of my role as Association President was writing to the families of our World 
War 2 comrades as they passed to their reward. Regrettably, I now find myself writing to the families of 
contemporaries who served in the present day Battalion. If one ever needed a reminder of the importance of 
mateship it is to get notification like the previous three I have written about. And just when I thought that the 
bad news for the year had ended I was advised of the passing of SSGT Robert “Tuck” Wilson, OAM who 
died on Sunday, 20 December after a long battle with illness. Tuck was an original enlistment in 19 RNSWR, 
joining on 25 March 1967 and rose to the rank of Staff Sergeant prior to his retirement in 1994. Tuck was a 
staunch Association member until ill health curtailed his activities. Tuck was farewelled in Gunnedah on 23 
December at a service in the Edlen Chapel at Gunnedah. Unfortunately, neither Bob Pink nor I were able to 
travel to Gunnedah for Tuck’s farewell but the Association was ably represented by WO2 Gary Smith, SGT 
Rod Young, Phil and Kim Morcom, David Ring and Therese Channell. 
On a brighter note, Mrs Gladys Power, widow of PTE Charles Gilbert Power 2/19th Battalion AIF, celebrated 
her 102 birthday on 4 December 2015. Congratulations and many more! 
As many will know there has been a change to the 2016 (and I suspect all future) ANZAC Day March and the 
route will be along Elizabeth Street, starting at Martin Place and finishing in Liverpool Street. Such details as 
are known are spelled out elsewhere in the magazine and further details will be included in the March edition 
of Frontline. 
I want to remind you all that 2016 marks the 50th Anniversary of the raising of 19 RNSWR in 
December 1966. We want to make this Anniversary year one to remember and to that end I have been 
talking with LTCOL Ian Pattingale, the incoming Commanding Officer, 1/19 RNSWR and I will be 
talking to the civic authorities in Orange and the Brigade Commander, to ensure that the occasion is 
marked by appropriate recognition. Elsewhere in Frontline you will find details of the Annual 
Weekend programme for 2016 and I suggest that you book your accommodation early as Orange is a 
popular tourist attraction during the summer.  
By the time this edition of Frontline reaches you we will be galloping into 2016. On behalf of all members of 
the Executive and the Committee I hope each of you, your families, friends and loved ones enjoyed every 
blessing during the Christmas Season and that Santa was kind to you. Take care of yourself and each other. 
Enjoy the season and stay well until we meet again. 

   
           Roger Perry 
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NX56037 PRIVATE Raymond Albert CLENDENNING 
Headquarter Company 2nd/19th Australian Infantry Battalion AIF 

 
It was with much sadness that Ray’s beloved wife Betty advised of 

his peaceful passing in his 95th year at Batemans Bay Aged Care Facility on 
Friday morning 18 September 2015.  Ray was born at Melbourne VIC on 30 
December 1919 and was an ‘original’ enlistment in 2/19 Australian Infantry 
Battalion AIF at Paddington NSW on 2 July 1940. Following initial training in 
Australia he embarked at Sydney on 4 February 1941 arriving in Malaya on 
18 February 1941 where the Battalion underwent rigorous training in jungle 
warfare for the next 9 months. 

Following the attack on Pearl Harbour on 7 December 1941 and the 
invasion of Malaya by the Japanese on 8 December 1941 the 2nd/19th 
Battalion was heavily engaged in the fierce fighting and actions throughout 
Malaya and in Singapore which followed over the next two months 
culminating in the Capitulation of Singapore on 15 February 1942. Ray fought 
in the Malayan and Singapore Campaign and following the Capitulation of 
Singapore on 15 February 1942 entered into captivity as a prisoner of war of 
the Japanese for the next three and a half years, slaving in Singapore and 
Changi, and in March 1943 was sent to slave on the infamous Burma-
Thailand Railway before being shipped to Japan in July 1944 to slave in the 
Ohamma coal mines. Following repatriation to Australia at war’s end he was 
discharged on 14 December 1945. 

 

Our thanks to Celebrant Lynda Ord for the following tribute to Ray: 
Our story today is a remarkable one for it is not only the story of a good man and loving father and 

husband.  We are here today to honour a man who served his country in the dark years of the Second World War, 
a man who was imprisoned with the fall of Singapore and then spent a number of years as a prisoner of war in 
some of the most horrific circumstances. Ray was a man who didn’t like to talk about his experiences as many of 
his comrades didn’t.  It was an offhand comment by a local journalist that brought Ray’s story to light and we are 
so grateful that it did.  It is a story to be preserved for his family and for all of us. We begin on 30th December 1920 
when a son is born to Albert and Florence Clendenning nee Moran at Port Melbourne Victoria.  Raymond Albert 
Clendenning appeared in the world and he was followed by his sister Maree.  Young Ray grew up in Wollongong 
where he was cared for by his grandmother. We don’t know a lot about Ray’s early days but we believe he wasn’t 
very fond of going to school.   

Perhaps like a lot of bright children of the times he was bored and this led to mischief.  He really did dip 
the little girl’s pigtails in the inkwell and he is also supposed to have placed red ink in the holy water at church, for 
he was a day boy at a Catholic Boarding School!  Ray left school at an early age to help support his family – he 
was only fourteen years old. His first job was at Crown Crystal Glass where he was an office boy, but office work 
didn’t suit him and soon he found a position in the motor trade and this led to him becoming a motor mechanic. 
With the outbreak of the Second World War, Ray volunteered in 1940, and in time, found himself in Malaya. I will 
leave it to our friends from the RSL to tell us more about Ray’s war service. Ray was repatriated to Australia on a 
hospital ship in 1946 after spending 18 months on the Thai-Burma Railroad and some considerable time working 
in a coalmine in Japan.  

Ray was a proud man, not one to ask for help, and he found it hard to settle back into civilian life.  He had 
a number of different jobs and was now living in Newcastle. About this time, he was attending the Saturday night 
dances at the Newcastle Town Hall.  One night he crossed the dance floor, near the end of the evening to ask for 
a dance.  Betty tells this wonderful story about that night. It appears the first girl Ray was going to ask for a dance 
stood up as he approached and she was very tall.  Ray veered away to ask the next girl who stood up and swirled 
away with someone else.  He then asked the third lovely young lady and this was Betty and so they took the floor 
for the last bracket.  The last dance was the Gypsy Tap, Betty’s favourite but Ray didn’t how to do it and so they 
sat it out – much to her disappointment!  Ray asked Betty where she lived and they discovered they both lived in 
Stockton so Ray said they might as well go home together. Some weeks later Betty was at the same dance when 
Ray spotted her and came over.  His opening line was ‘Did I ask you to go to the pictures with me?’ and he hadn’t 
but he did now. At that time Ray wasn’t working and young Betty couldn’t understand how this could be – how 
could you look after yourself if you weren’t working?   

Ray went away and got himself a job as a mechanic at Rose’s Garage just to prove he was a worthy 
contender for her affections!  Soon they were courting and on 10th March 1951 they married in the Stockton 
Methodist Church.  This caused some anxiety in both families as Ray had been brought up a Catholic and, in 
those days, never the twain should meet!  It was probably the cause of quite a bit of gossip in its day but our happy 
couple were too busy building a new life together to be concerned. Ray and Betty lived in Stockton for about two 
years and then in Anna Bay for eighteen months.  They now had their first born child, Annette, and were enjoying 
being parents, working hard to build a good life for their young daughter. During this time, Ray applied for a job as 
a Motor Vehicle Examiner in Fiji.  Unfortunately Ray received a reply stating that the position had been filled and 
so life just went along as usual. A few years later Ray received another letter to say that the position was vacant  
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again and was he interested in taking it up.  He was very interested and our young family left for Fiji in 1955. This 
began one of the happiest times for Ray and Betty. Mark and Elizabeth were born in Fiji and so many happy 
memories were made there. There were funny times too as the family navigated their way through this wonderfully 
warm and friendly culture.  Ray was also working his way through work issues in such a different environment.  He 
was required to advertise for an administration assistant when he first arrived in Fiji and was very surprised when 
he received some of the applications, bearing mind that for the writers, English may not have been their first 
language.  Young ladies offered to ‘satisfy his every desire’ – in the work context of course!  Ray also learnt 
quickly that he needed to be resourceful when conducting examinations of local buses.  Sometimes the buses 
changed but the tyres and other parts didn’t as they were switched from one bus to another to prepare them for 
inspection!  

They were good days for his young family and they were reluctant to return.  Ray and Betty knew they 
would have to return to give their children the school and work opportunities they deserved and so in 1966 they 
returned to Australia permanently. They came first to Stockton and then there were short stints in Warren, near 
Dubbo, and Sydney.  Ray was now a TAFE teacher and in 1971 he moved his family to Canberra where he took 
up a teaching position. Ray and Betty lived happily in Yarralumla until Ray’s retirement in 1981. Annette and Frank 
were now living on the Far South Coast and so Ray and Betty moved down here, living first in Mollymook, before 
returning to Canberra, then to Wollongong and finally to Broulee. Frank built their home for them in Broulee where 
they lived very happily for ten years until 2005.  Ray and Betty enjoyed their life down here very much, taking 
drives around the local beaches and walking around their local area.  They particularly enjoyed their time 
babysitting their grandchildren and pet-sitting for their children as they were both great animal lovers!  Ray also 
embraced technology, building himself a computer and becoming his family’s IT whiz.  He purchased a new 
computer only a few years ago and used Dragon Software when his illness made it difficult to use the keyboard.  
He was also given a Kindle reader and was able to indulge his love of reading for longer than he thought possible. 
In 2005 Ray and Betty moved into their delightful unit in Batemans Bay and enjoyed living close to all the facilities 
they needed along with the option to stroll along the waterfront at Batemans Bay. Sadly Ray had developed 
Parkinson’s disease and recently he had a serious fall at home.  As he needed specialist nursing care, Ray was 
admitted to Opal Aged Care at Denham’s Beach and it was here that he died on 18th September 2015.   

Before he passed away, Ray’s grandson Scott returned from his current home in England and was able to 
see his grandfather for the last time, which was a great comfort for both of them. His family describe him as a 
wonderful husband and father and he will be sadly missed by them all. Ray’s beloved wife Betty; His daughter 
Annette, her husband Frank and their children; Stuart, Megan, Andrew and their partners; His daughter Elizabeth, 
her husband Robert; Their son Scott and his partner Debbie; and Ray’s much loved great-grandchildren Donni, 
Alli, Libby and Rebecca. We honour and acknowledge Ray and Betty’s son Mark, who has gone before. Roger 
Perry and Bob Pink represented the Association at Ray’s farewell at the Broulee Memorial Gardens, Broulee NSW   
and Roger delivered Ray’s Military Eulogy. Bert Trappel of Bateman’s Bay RSL delivered the RSL Tribute. 
15254  WARRANT OFFICER CLASS ONE Trevor Frank HAGAN OAM 

1st Battalion The Royal Australian Regiment,  8th Battalion The Royal Australian 
Regiment, 1st/19th Battalion The Royal New South Wales Regiment,  
42nd Battalion The Royal Queensland Regiment  

Trevor was born at Toowoomba QLD on 19 May 1939 and sadly passed 
away very suddenly from a massive heart attack on Thursday night 12 November 
2015 in his 76th year. Trevor served in Vietnam with 1 RAR 1 June 1965 to 11 June 
1966, in Malaysia with 8 RAR in 1967 to 1969 and a second tour of Vietnam with 8 
RAR 17 November 1969 to 12 November 1970. During his service with 8 RAR, Trevor 
was the Platoon Sergeant of 7 Platoon Charlie Company. Promoted to Warrant Officer 
Class One Trevor served as the Regimental Sergeant Major of 1/19 RNSWR at 
Ingleburn and 42 RQR at Rockhampton. TRIBUTE FROM  THE SUNSHINE COAST 
DAILY: Dedicated Vietnam Veteran the Late Trevor Hagan OAM worked to repatriate the 
bodies of Australians killed in the Vietnam war. War veteran Trevor Hagan used to cross 
off the days on the calendar. Every cross was a moment that Lance Corporal Richard 
Parker and Private Peter Gillson were remembered and a day less that they would lay 

buried somewhere in the jungle in Vietnam. Lance Corporal Parker and Private Gillson were last seen alive on November 
8, 1965, when A Company was ambushed.  

Leaving them behind did not sit well with Mr Hagan, who had been relieving Tiny Parker as platoon commander 
that day and made it his mission to see their bodies brought home. He became involved with Operation Aussies Home, a 
privately funded project to find and repatriate the bodies of six Australian servicemen missing in Vietnam. After 14,000 
crosses on calendars, Mr Hagan was able to rest more easily when the bodies of the two missing servicemen were found 
in 2007 and repatriated to Australia for burial. Driven by the lack of assistance offered to veterans by the government, Mr 
Hagan became heavily involved in the Vietnam Veterans Association, firstly in Rockhampton, where he lived and worked 
in a bank after retiring from the army in 1983. He continued his involvement with the Vietnam Veterans after moving to 
the Sunshine Coast with his wife, Claudine, about 15 years ago. He also helped war widows and their families through 
Legacy. For his services, he was awarded life membership of the Vietnam Veterans Association, and its Central 
Queensland and Sunshine Coast branches. He was also awarded an OAM in 1995 in recognition of his work. Born in 
Toowoomba, the eldest boy in a family of six sons and one daughter,  

Mr Hagan had become the man of the house after his father's death before he joined the army in 1959, three 
weeks after his 20th birthday. By the time he was sent to Vietnam in 1965-66 and 1969-70, he had already seen 
overseas service twice in Malaya. Ric Culpitt, his commanding officer and a friend of more than 50 years, described him 
as a soldier of outstanding enthusiasm, dedication and commitment. Claudine said Mr Hagan, with whom she had been 
together some 50 years, never looked for praise or fuss. "He was a very humble man. He was a good man," she said. At 
his request, there was no funeral and he was farewelled by Claudine, their daughter, Danielle, and other family and 
friends at a gathering at the Queensland Air Museum, Caloundra. Farewell Trevor “We’ll see you in your office in the 
morning” ! – “Too bloody right you will”. 
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Major General William Brian 'Digger' JAMES AC AO(Mil) MBE MC Order of St John 
Royal Australian Infantry Corps – Royal Australian Armoured Corps - Royal Australian Army Medical Corps 
Australian Army Staff Corps 

Digger was born at Shepparton VIC on 14 May 1930 and 
sadly passed away on 16 October 2015 he was an outstanding 
soldier, leader and advocate for veterans. He was a most respectable 
and honourable Australian who gave prodigious service to his nation 
at home and overseas. He graduated from the Royal Military College, 
Duntroon, in 1951. He served in Korea with 1 Battalion Royal 
Australian Regiment as a Lieutenant, and during the second Battle of 
Maryang San (Hill 355) when on patrol in November 1952 he was 
wounded by a mine explosion in which he lost a left foot and severely 
damaged his right leg. One member of his patrol was killed and four 
members were wounded. He was awarded the Military Cross for this 
action. He was returned to Australia and spent 14 months in 
rehabilitation due to his injuries.  

He transferred from the Royal Australian Infantry Corps to the 
Armoured Corps and served as Adjutant of the Armoured School and 
the 12th/16th Hunter River Lancers at Muswellbrook NSW. He resigned 
from the Army in 1957 to undertake medical studies at Sydney 
University, graduating in 1963. He rejoined the Army as a medical 

officer in the Royal Australian Army Medical Corps He served in South Vietnam between 8 January 1968 and 
14 January 1969 and commanded 8th Field Ambulance and was senior Medical Officer of the 1st Australian 
Task Force at Nui Dat. He was appointed a Member of the Order of the British Empire (MBE) in 1969 for his 
service in Vietnam. In 1971 he served with a British St John's Ambulance medical relief team after the 
Biafran Civil War in Nigeria. He was awarded the Order of St John for this service. In 1981 he was the 
appointed Director General of Army Health Services and resigned from the Army in 1985. He was appointed 
an Officer of the Order of Australia (Military) in the Queens Birthday Honours in 1985. He was National 
President of the Returned and Services League (RSL) from 1993-97. He was on the Council of the Australian 
War Memorial from 1993, and was appointed chairman in 1999 until 2000. He was appointed a Companion 
of the Order of Australia in the  Australia Day Honours in 1998. He never lost interest in the Military or 
speaking out for veterans causes. He was patron for many military and medical organisations. He was 
chairman of the Australian Light Horse Association. May he rest in peace “Lest We Forget”   
 
224484 SERGEANT Richard John BROWNING   
C Coy 1st/19th Battalion the Royal New South Wales Regiment 

“9 Mil” as he was affectionately known transferred in to 1/19 RNSWR and shortly afterwards was 
promoted to Sergeant.  He sadly passed away on 17 November, 2015 peacefully at Lithgow District Hospital.  

Late of Wallerawang. Dearly loved husband of Rosemary, loved father & father-in-law of Tony & 
Mairead, Nicole & John, Sean & Nicole, much loved Pop of Finn, Kate, Isabella, Emma, Jim, Darrian and 
great grandfather of Summer, dear brother of Pat and Jean and uncle of all their families and great 
companion of Zoro (Jock). Aged 71years. 
 
LANCE CORPORAL William John “Bill” SAVILLE   
2/17th Battalion The Royal New South Wales Regiment 
Headquarters 8th Brigade 

Bill was born in Penrith NSW on 2 November 1950 and sadly passed 
away on 23 November 2015. He was raised in Mt Druitt NSW and met and 
married the joy of his life his wife Joy in March 1978. Bill worked for the State 
Railways working for 30 years.  

At the same time Bill had a passion for the Army Reserve and enlisted on 
27 May 1975 as a Cook / Driver. Bill was always the first to put his hand up if 
needed. Following discharge from the Army Reserve on 27 May 2009 he joined 
1/19 RNSWR Association and was a regular attender at the Association’s 
functions and parades.  

Bill will be sadly missed by his beloved wife Joy, his dear Mother Irene 
and his loving family and friends.  David Ring represented the Association at 
Bill’s farewell a Green Point on 4 December 2015 and delivered the RSL Tribute. 
 



Frontline Journal                                                                                                                                 8

 

7 

 

 
 

2798774 CORPORAL Arthur W. FISK   
B Company 1st/19th Battalion The Royal New South Wales Regiment 

 Cpl Tony Ang advised of Arthur’s passing in December 2015 at Bathurst Hospital  
following a stroke. Prior to re-enlisting in 1/19 RNSWR on 8 May 1980 Arthur had served 2 
years full time in the 1960’-1970’s National Service Scheme 

  For the second year in a row former Paralympic archer, Bathurst’s Arthur Fisk, 
has been recognised for his abilities as a bowmaker at the Australian Archery Hall of Fame 
Expo in Liverpool. The triple Paralympian, who competed in three Games at Seoul in 1988, 
Barcelona in 1992 and Sydney in 2000, said he had always wanted to get into bowmaking 
after Sydney and he is now widely recognised as one of the best in Australia. Fisk was able 
to go one better than last year, taking out the overall Ross Herron Bowmaker award as well 
as the longbow and deflex-reflex divisions. “This is the third time that they have held the 
Hall of Fame Expo. At the first one they didn’t hold the awards, at the second one I won the 
longbow and deflex-reflex and this year I won those as well as the overall award,” Fisk said. 
“That [the overall award] is what I was going for. I missed out by half a point last year, so I 

went close, but this year I was able to get there.”  
Fisk was introduced to archery as part of his physiotherapy after he suffered an injury in 1984 that put him 

in a wheelchair. He said that when he started the sport he struggled to hit the target at all, but it made him 
determined to improve and by 1988 he had qualified for a spot on the Australian Paralympic team for the Seoul 
Games. Around the same time he was competing in the World Wheelchair Games and the FESPIC Games in 
Japan. He went on to compete in Barcelona and Sydney as well as the FESPIC Games in Korea in 2001 before 
turning his attention to the craft of bowmaking.  

Fisk was helped in his new quest when he met one of the world’s leading bowmakers, Bob Wilson, after 
the Sydney Games and the pair have remained friends ever since. Fisk’s product, the Frisky Bows, have become 
hugely popular and are widely recognised for their craftsmanship and quality. The 60-year-old doesn’t shoot 
anywhere near as much as he did when he was competing, preferring to concentrate on his bowmaking, and he 
said it had brought the fun back into the sport for him. “Making bows is a hobby of mine. It’s something I’d always 
wanted to do and I make my bows and test them. “I shoot for fun now. When I was shooting competitively I was 
training six days a week and trying to make score levels. I went to three Paralympics and competed several times 
at the World Wheelchair Games in England.” He said that his bowmaking has given him an extra sense of 
purpose. “My wife and my children have been very supportive of me,” he said. “Making bows is my passion. I was 
a carpenter and [after my injury] no-one would employee me, so making bows has given me something to do.” 
 

215019 SERGEANT William John JAGO 
1st Battalion The Royal Australian Regiment & 1st/19th Battalion The Royal New South Wales Regiment 
Bill was born in Sydney on 16 November 1941 and passed away on 9 October 2015. 
Following service in South Vietnam with 1 RAR from 27 May 1965 to 11 June 1966 he was posted to 1/19 
RNSWR as a CPL on the ARA Cadre Staff.  Sadly his beloved wife Mary pre-deceased him 9 July 2003 and he is 
survived by his sons and daughters Bill, Stephen, Joan and Kay.  Bill was farewelled at Forest Lawn Leppington 
NSW on 16 October 2015, 
 

2905040 (N152189, NX167712)   
Colonel James Frederick HODGSON, OAM, ED, JP 

It is with sincere regret Charlie Stevens advised of the passing of Jim Hodgson, 
Perpetual Member and Patron of the Friends of the 2nd Infantry Battalions. Bob 
Hodgson, brother of Jim, advised by phone that Jim passed away around 4-30am on the 
morning of 31 December 2015 in his 92nd year . Jim’s military service includes: 
World War II Militia from 2 December 1941 to 2 January 1942. 
World War II A.I.F. from 2 January 1942 to 25 January 1946. 
Citizen Military Forces from 1 July 1948 to 30 June 1973. 
1965/6 – Australian United Nations Military Observer in the Kashmir Dispute. 
1968 – Service in South Vietnam attached to 2RAR. 
1971/1973 – Commanding Officer 2 Royal New South Wales Regiment. 
 Jim was heavily involved in Reserve Forces Day from its inception and made an 
immense contribution at a National and State level as well as to RFD Hunter. Jim had 
been a member of the Friends of the 2nd Infantry Battalion since 31 December 1987. 
Reserve Forces Day National Executive Officer & NSW Deputy Chairman Lieutenant 
Colonel John Moore valued Jim as a great supporter of Reserve Forces Day who always 

came down to our Launches and parades. He was the one to ask at a Defence Reserves Association meeting - 
what is happening about the 50th Anniversary of the re-raising of the CMF on the 1st July 1948 – and the rest is 
history.   

Jim was farewelled at St Augustine’s Anglican Church, Merewether on Thursday 7th January 2015 
and later interred at Lake Macquarie Memorial Park, Ryhope. Dearly loved husband of JAN. Loving father and 
father-in-law of KAREN, DENISE and KELVERN, DONNA and ALAN, BELINDA and DAMIEN, ADRIAN. Loved 
grandfather of ANDREW; (dec'd), KRISTEN, KATRINA, ROCHELLE, LINDY. KATIE, JACKIE, PHILIP. EVAN 1 
ALEXANDER. SAMUEL, and JODIE and their' partners. Loved great grandfather of JACK, DYLAN, ISABELLA, 
MIA, ISAAC, CONNOR,i MADISON. IMOGEN, ALEXIS. PHOEBE, and~ BONNIE. Loved granny, father of BELLA, 
LILY, INARA, NOAH, SULLIVAN.and HUNNY FUR BABY. Much loved brother of FLORENCE, ROBERT, and 
ARTHUR (dec'd), brother-in-law and uncle of their families 
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has been recognised for his abilities as a bowmaker at the Australian Archery Hall of Fame 
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after Sydney and he is now widely recognised as one of the best in Australia. Fisk was able 
to go one better than last year, taking out the overall Ross Herron Bowmaker award as well 
as the longbow and deflex-reflex divisions. “This is the third time that they have held the 
Hall of Fame Expo. At the first one they didn’t hold the awards, at the second one I won the 
longbow and deflex-reflex and this year I won those as well as the overall award,” Fisk said. 
“That [the overall award] is what I was going for. I missed out by half a point last year, so I 

went close, but this year I was able to get there.”  
Fisk was introduced to archery as part of his physiotherapy after he suffered an injury in 1984 that put him 

in a wheelchair. He said that when he started the sport he struggled to hit the target at all, but it made him 
determined to improve and by 1988 he had qualified for a spot on the Australian Paralympic team for the Seoul 
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Japan. He went on to compete in Barcelona and Sydney as well as the FESPIC Games in Korea in 2001 before 
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Fisk was helped in his new quest when he met one of the world’s leading bowmakers, Bob Wilson, after 
the Sydney Games and the pair have remained friends ever since. Fisk’s product, the Frisky Bows, have become 
hugely popular and are widely recognised for their craftsmanship and quality. The 60-year-old doesn’t shoot 
anywhere near as much as he did when he was competing, preferring to concentrate on his bowmaking, and he 
said it had brought the fun back into the sport for him. “Making bows is a hobby of mine. It’s something I’d always 
wanted to do and I make my bows and test them. “I shoot for fun now. When I was shooting competitively I was 
training six days a week and trying to make score levels. I went to three Paralympics and competed several times 
at the World Wheelchair Games in England.” He said that his bowmaking has given him an extra sense of 
purpose. “My wife and my children have been very supportive of me,” he said. “Making bows is my passion. I was 
a carpenter and [after my injury] no-one would employee me, so making bows has given me something to do.” 
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Bill was born in Sydney on 16 November 1941 and passed away on 9 October 2015. 
Following service in South Vietnam with 1 RAR from 27 May 1965 to 11 June 1966 he was posted to 1/19 
RNSWR as a CPL on the ARA Cadre Staff.  Sadly his beloved wife Mary pre-deceased him 9 July 2003 and he is 
survived by his sons and daughters Bill, Stephen, Joan and Kay.  Bill was farewelled at Forest Lawn Leppington 
NSW on 16 October 2015, 
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Colonel James Frederick HODGSON, OAM, ED, JP 

It is with sincere regret Charlie Stevens advised of the passing of Jim Hodgson, 
Perpetual Member and Patron of the Friends of the 2nd Infantry Battalions. Bob 
Hodgson, brother of Jim, advised by phone that Jim passed away around 4-30am on the 
morning of 31 December 2015 in his 92nd year . Jim’s military service includes: 
World War II Militia from 2 December 1941 to 2 January 1942. 
World War II A.I.F. from 2 January 1942 to 25 January 1946. 
Citizen Military Forces from 1 July 1948 to 30 June 1973. 
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1968 – Service in South Vietnam attached to 2RAR. 
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 Jim was heavily involved in Reserve Forces Day from its inception and made an 
immense contribution at a National and State level as well as to RFD Hunter. Jim had 
been a member of the Friends of the 2nd Infantry Battalion since 31 December 1987. 
Reserve Forces Day National Executive Officer & NSW Deputy Chairman Lieutenant 
Colonel John Moore valued Jim as a great supporter of Reserve Forces Day who always 

came down to our Launches and parades. He was the one to ask at a Defence Reserves Association meeting - 
what is happening about the 50th Anniversary of the re-raising of the CMF on the 1st July 1948 – and the rest is 
history.   

Jim was farewelled at St Augustine’s Anglican Church, Merewether on Thursday 7th January 2015 
and later interred at Lake Macquarie Memorial Park, Ryhope. Dearly loved husband of JAN. Loving father and 
father-in-law of KAREN, DENISE and KELVERN, DONNA and ALAN, BELINDA and DAMIEN, ADRIAN. Loved 
grandfather of ANDREW; (dec'd), KRISTEN, KATRINA, ROCHELLE, LINDY. KATIE, JACKIE, PHILIP. EVAN 1 
ALEXANDER. SAMUEL, and JODIE and their' partners. Loved great grandfather of JACK, DYLAN, ISABELLA, 
MIA, ISAAC, CONNOR,i MADISON. IMOGEN, ALEXIS. PHOEBE, and~ BONNIE. Loved granny, father of BELLA, 
LILY, INARA, NOAH, SULLIVAN.and HUNNY FUR BABY. Much loved brother of FLORENCE, ROBERT, and 
ARTHUR (dec'd), brother-in-law and uncle of their families 



Frontline Journal                                                                                                                                 9

 

8 

 

 
 
2266767 STAFF SERGEANT Robert Arthur “Tuck” WILSON, OAM 
1st/19th Battalion The Royal New South Wales Regiment 

Tuck’s son Rick advised with deep regret of Tuck’s passing in Gunnedah 
District Hospital on Sunday 20 December 2015 in his 76th year.  
 

Our thanks to Tuck’s son Rick Wilson for the eulogy he delivered on behalf of 
the family: 

Robert Arthur Wilson was born in Uralla on November 30th 1939, the 
first son of Ivan and Norma Wilson. He was later joined by brothers, Trevor 
and Gary.Dad grew up and attended primary and secondary School in Uralla, 
working weekends and school holidays Cherry and Apple picking at 
neighbouring properties. Dad was soon given the nickname "Kentucky", as 
Kentucky was a small village nearby known for its Apple Orchards. 
One thing Dad always brought up, was his cherry picking days. He would 
explain his talent in picking cherries from the top of these trees with both 
hands. There was no need for a ladder with Dad, he would explain, "I would 
hang from my nose and pick with both hands." 

Dad learnt the value of money early in life and left school at the age 
of 15, and worked as a telephonist in the Uralla exchange, and picked up 
extra work delivering telegrams by push bike. 12 months later, Dad ventured 

to the big smoke, studying at the Postal Institute in Sydney, with his first posting, being Guyra, where he 
continued his telegram deliveries on bicycle. A talent he quickly acquired was the ability to roll his own 
cigarettes while making these deliveries. 

In 1964, Dad moved to Inverell and continued his work within the Post Office, where he met and later 
married the love of his life, Lurline. Dad missed conscription to the war, and in order to help the diggers, he 
joined the Army Reserve, where his nickname was later shortened to "Tuck'. In 1970, they moved interstate 
to Canberra , continuing work in the Post Office, and also commenced studies to acquire his High School 
Certificate to further his working career. Deciding to start a family, Rick, Lee-Anne and Shane were born. In 
1983, Dad took a promotion as Postal Manager to Gunnedah, where Dad and Mum remained up until today. 
Following Dad's retirement from the Post Office, he took up Taxi and Bus driving. Dad drove buses all 
around Australia for Keating's Tours, with Mum accompanying him on occasions, seeing most major icons 
around Australia, with many wonderful stories to be told. Dad spent his last years driving school buses for 
Hopes, and always had funny yarns to tell about most days. 

Soon after we arrived in Gunnedah, Dad become an integral part of the Gunnedah Golf Club, taking 
on the role of President, which he held for 23 years. This involvement saw major transformations take place 
at the Golf Club, with irrigation systems, new greens, pump licences, and the re-vamp of the interior design 
of the entire Club. Dad brought ideas and changes to each meeting, providing the ability to work through 
issues to benefit all members of the community, without self interest. Dads passion was definitely the club 
and the course, where we all have fond memories of Dad teeing it up, and being around him during a round, 
joking and laughing, and sharing a round at the nineteenth. Dad become a life member of the Gunnedah 
Golf Club and this year received patronage for his involvement and tireless efforts at the Club, where he 
mingled and conversed with many different characters. 

Another passion of Dad's, was being able to grow almost any type of vegetable in his backyard 
garden, supplying friends and family with tomatoes, zucchinis, cucumbers, beans, onions, and cabbages. 
Dad showed unselfishness in all his endeavours and was always dedicated to whatever he put his mind to. 
He was just a good Aussie bloke, who would jump when things had to be done, but enjoy a beer and joke 
with mates at the end of the day. 
He died peacefully on Sunday afternoon. 
If you are here today, we thank you for that, because this means that Dad has touched your life in some way 
or another, and we realise the distance some people have travelled to pay their respects. Thanks very much. 
 
Our thanks to Association Member Rod Young who delivered the following tribute at the service: 
 
Afternoon All  -  
I have been asked by Tucks family to give a brief outline of his military service. From what I have been told 
Tucks nickname originated in the Army Reserve and we all knew him as Tuck Wilson. 
 
The 19th Battalion RNSWR originated as a conscription unit. However if you work the dates out, Tuck was 27 
and was recruited as a volunteer as being beyond national service age. At the completion of Australia’s 
involvement in the Vietnam war a number of dedicated members stayed on and recruitment drives got the 
battalion up and running as a volunteer Army Reserve unit, rebadged as the 1st/19th Battalion. 
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I joined the unit about 1978 and Tuck was my first rifle company Platoon Sergeant and despite the 
difference in rank we became good mates. After a few years I was promoted to Sergeant and by then Tuck 
was a Staff Sergeant of Support Company. As senior NCO’s you are expected to participate in the social life 
of the Sergeants’ Mess, so my wife and I became good friends with Tuck and Lurline.  I remember just prior 
to Tuck moving to Gunnedah as Postmaster we were in camp and he jokingly said to me “that flamin Roger 
Rumbel (another good sergeant) reckons that up at Gunnedah they still deliver the mail by pony express”!  
Once Tuck’s family moved to Gunnedah we saw more of them. A couple of years ago the four of us travelled 
together to Ballina to attend the 1/19 Battalion Association Reunion. Tuck was a great mate and we had 
some good times together. 
 
What I will now read to you has been scribed by the Honorary Secretary of the 1/19 RNSWR Association, 
Warrant Officer Class 1 Bob Pink who served a similar time as Tuck in the battalion. 
 
VALE 2266767 STAFF SERGEANT Robert Arthur “Tuck” WILSON, OAM 
Tuck was born on 20 NOV 1939 and was an original enlistment in 19th Battalion The Royal New South Wales 
Regiment on 15 MARCH 1967 and attended the Battalion’s first camp at The Infantry Centre Ingleburn NSW. 
 
Following completion of his recruit and DP3 courses he was posted as a rifleman to A Company where he was 
selected to attend Non Commissioned Officer Training Courses and qualified for promotion to Corporal. In July 
1968 he was promoted to Corporal and transferred to C Company as an instructor where he served for the 
next few years.  
 
During his service with C Company he was selected to attend Senior Non Commissioned Officer promotion 
courses and was subsequently promoted to Sergeant where he served in a variety of regimental and 
instructional postings.  
 
His leadership qualities and administrative ability were recognised early in his service and his selection and 
postings as Company Quartermaster Sergeant with C Company and later Support Company provided unique 
opportunities to further develop his military knowledge and ability to the benefit of the Battalion and more 
importantly to the care and welfare of those most important weapons in any army’s armoury - the soldiers !    
 
The quality of his service over many years as the CQMS Support Company exemplified his commitment to any 
task allotted him which he performed with exceptional professionalism and his leadership and dedication was an 
inspiration to all he served with. His role was particularly noteworthy for the care and compassion which he 
displayed for his soldiers and he held their trust which was reciprocated by them in their immense regard for and 
loyalty to him.  
 
I was also very much aware of the high regard in which he was also held by his superior officers and the heavy 
reliance they placed in his ability and initiatives. His immense heart for service to his fellow soldiers had a great 
effect on the morale of the members of his Company and he was a vital example to his peers. His unselfish giving 
of his personal time and boundless energy to the Army Reserve went beyond that to be normally expected.  
 
The announcement of his well deserved award of the Medal of the Order of Australia in the Military Division in the 
1993 Australia Day Honours acknowledged his exemplary and meritorious service which was in the highest 
traditions of the Australian Army and had a profound influence on all who served with him and was indeed 
deserving of special recognition. 
 
Tuck continued his service in 1st/19th Battalion The Royal New South Wales Regiment until reaching the 
maximum age for service and retired in 1994.  
 
Tuck was farewelled on Wednesday 23 December at the Edlen Chapel Gunnedah and following the service 
was interred in the Memorial Park Lawn Cemetery Gunnedah. Rod Young, Kim & Phil Morcom, David Ring, 
Therese Channell represented the Association and Garry Smith of 3 Transport Company Association who 
had enjoyed a long friendship with Tuck and the Gunnedah Golfing Fraternity represented 3 Transport 
Company Association 
 
He was the dearly loved husband of Lurline. Father & father-in-law of Rick & Tash, Lee-anne (dec) and 
Shane. Cherished grandfather of Kirby, Meg & Tess.  

Lest We Forget 
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DAY DATE TIME EVENT LOCATION Remarks 

MON 
 

15 FEB 2016 1045 
FALL OF SINGAPORE 

COMMEMORATION SYDNEY CENOTAPH 

Refreshments after Service at the  
COMBINED SERVICES RSL 

5-7 Barrack St SYDNEY 
 Decorations & Medals  

 

MON 
 

25 APR 2016 0930 ANZAC DAY SYDNEY 

FORM UP LOCATION TO BE 
CONFIRMED & ADVISED 

REUNION VENUE:  
HARBOUR CRUISE  

Decorations & Medals 
 TBC JUN 2016 TBA RESERVE FORCES DAY CANBERRA   

SUN 
 03 JULY 2016 0945 

RESERVE FORCES DAY MARCH SYDNEY 
The Association WILL NOT be participating 

however individual members may attend 
as desired 

SEE RFD WEBSITE 
rfd.org.au 

 
REUNION VENUE:  
TO BE ADVISED  

(NSW Leagues Club in Phillip St 
 has closed !).  

SUN TBC  
24 JUL 2016 T B C  POZIERES DAY St Columba Church 

Ocean Ave WOOLLAHRA  Decorations & Medals 

MON 
 

15 AUG 2016 1045 VICTORY OVER JAPAN DAY SYDNEY CENOTAPH 
Refreshments after Service at the  

COMBINED SERVICES RSL 
5-7 Barrack St SYDNEY 
 Decorations & Medals 

SAT 
 

 
27 AUG 2016 TBA 

ROYAL NEW SOUTH WALES REGIMENT 
COMBINED OFFICERS’ 

& WOs’/SNCOs’ DINNER 

ORANGE EX SERVICES 
CLUB 

TIMINGS  &  COST  
TO BE ADVISED 

Details from  
RNSWR 

Regimental Secretary 
LTCOL Steve BRUMBY 
Mobile: 0467 740 832 

stephen.brumby@defence.gov.au 

 
SUN 

 
28 AUG 2016 1030h 

ROYAL NEW SOUTH WALES REGIMENT 
ANNUAL CHURCH PARADE 

 
HOLY TRINITY CHURCH  

ORANGE NSW 
 

 
Ceremonial uniform / Coat & Tie 

Decorations & Medals 
 

WED 
 

7 SEP 2016 1045 BATTLE FOR AUSTRALIA DAY SYDNEY CENOTAPH 
Decorations & Medals 

Refreshments after Service at the 
Combined Services RSL 
5-7 Barrack St SYDNEY 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING & REUNION DINNER 
WEEKEND – ORANGE NSW 

                  
                 
            ORANGE EX SERVICES CLUB 
 

The Association has reserved 25 rooms at 
the TEMPLERS MILL MOTEL 

 which is co-located with 
 Orange Ex Services Club 

94 Byng Street, Orange 2800 
Reservations/details  

Ph: 02 6362 5611 Fax: 02 6361 3714 
PLEASE MAKE YOUR BOOKINGS EARLY TO 

AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT 
The Annual Orange Field Days and the Orange 
Wine Festival have made accommodation very 

scarce in OCTOBER/NOVEMBER 2016 

FRI 18 NOV 2016 1800 MEET & GREET FUNCTION 
SAT 19 NOV 2016 1030 WREATH LAYING CEREMONY  

(1/19 RNSWR Romani Barracks) 
SAT 19 NOV 2016 1400 PRESENTATION  
SAT 19 NOV 2016 1530 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

SAT 19 NOV 2016 
1830 
for 

1900 

AGM  
50th ANNIVERSARY  

REUNION DINNER 
Commemorating the raising of the 
Battalion on 12 DECEMBER 1966 

SUN 20 NOV 2016  Return Travel Home  

 FRI 
11 NOV 2016 1045 REMEMBRANCE DAY SYDNEY CENOTAPH 

Decorations & Medals 
Refreshments after Service at the 

Combined Services RSL 
5-7 Barrack St SYDNEY 

ASSOCIATION PATRONS & OFFICE BEARERS 
PATRON & LIFE MEMBER       Lieutenant Colonel P.E.M. (Peter) McGUINNESS, MBE, RFD, ED 
PATRON    Colonel B.E. (Brian) MARTYN, RFD, psc (r) 
CHAPLAIN & LIFE MEMBER    Chaplain Lieutenant Colonel The Reverend Canon C.G. (Colin) AIKEN, OAM, RFD, ChStJ 
CHANCELLOR    Philip GERBER, LL.M., M.Crim.  
PRESIDENT: 
R.J. (Roger) PERRY 
GPO Box 890 SYDNEY NSW 2001 
Telephone: 02 9363 2439 
Mobile:       0414 961 969 
Facsimile:  02 9328 3319 
Email:roger.perry@bigpond.com 
 
VICE PRESIDENT  & PUBLICITY OFFICER: 
M.J. (Mick) PASS 
15 Gwydir St BATEAU BAY NSW 2261 
Telephone:02 4332 4993 
Mobile:       0412 993 417 
Email: michaeljpass@optusnet.com.au 
 
HONORARY SECRETARY & NEWSLETTER EDITOR: 
R.J. (Bob) PINK, OAM 
P.O. Box 224 INGLEBURN NSW 1890 
Telephone: 02 8747 0941 
Mobile:       0414 907 427 
Email: bob.pink@optusnet.com.au 
 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY: 
B.J. (Bryan) SCHAFER, JP 
42 Delaunay St INGLEBURN NSW 2565 
Telephone: 02 9605 5841 
Mobile:        0412 432 464 
Email: blues5@iprimus.com.au (NOTE Updated email address) 

TREASURER: 
R.J. (Joy) NEWTON RN BHSc 
146 Fragar Rd SOUTH PENRITH NSW 2750 
Email: newbraeton@gmail.com 
 
ASSISTANT TREASURER: 
R.W. (Bob) WEIR 
13 Jason Close SINGLETON NSW 2330 
Telephone: 02 6573 4227 
Mobile:        0408 639 168 
Email:bob.weir@bigpond.net.au  
 
ASSOCIATION HISTORIAN: 
G.P. (Geoff) BRADDON, OAM, JP 
“Briar Corner” CARCOAR NSW 2791 
Telephone & Facsimile: 02 6367 3139 
Mobile: 0457 898 063 
 
MERCHANDISING & MEMORABILIA:  
R.N. (Ray) WARDEN 
3 Avery Way NARELLAN VALE NSW 2567 
Telephone: 02 4647 7670 
Mobile:        0407 055 448 
Email:  ray.warden4@bigpond.com 
 

 

WEBSITE MANAGER 
R.A. (Sandy) HOWARD 
33 Peacock Parade 
FRENCHS FOREST NSW 2086 
Telephone: 02 9401 9130 
Mobile: 0411 145 077 
Email: sandy1h@optusnet.com.au 
COMMITTEE 
J.A. (John) ELLIOTT 
“Moira Plains” 
WILCANNIA NSW 2836 
Telephone: 08 8091 9492 
Email: BlackHat2000@bigpond.com 
 
K.W. (Kev) JONES, OAM 
9 Potaroo Place 
TOWNSEND NSW 2463 
Telephone: 02 6645 5474 
Mobile:        0419 164 411 
Email: thebigthree@bigpond.com 
 
HONORARY AUDITOR: 
D. (Dennis) ZALUNARDO, OAM JP 
1 Jacaranda Ave BAULKHAM HILLS NSW 2153 
Telephone: 02 9639 4673 
Mobile:        0418 230 446 
Email:dandpzal@bigpond.com 
 

ASSOCIATION W EBSITE ADDRESS: http//www.rnswr.com.au  
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COACH TO ORANGE NSW FOR THE ASSOCIATION ANNUAL 

GENERAL MEETING  & 
1/19 RNSWR 50th ANNIVERSARY WEEKEND   

18-19-20 NOVEMBER 2016 
Association member David RING has advised, that subject to the 
response from the members -  he will -  under his own resources arrange 
for the hire of a 21 seater coach with baggage trailer for the return trip to 
Orange on the Association’s Annual General Meeting – 1/19 RNSWR 50th 
Anniversary Weekend on 18-19-20 NOVEMBER 2016.  
 

Cost for RETURN TRAVEL is expected to run to $60-$70 per person. 
Given the uncertainty of travel by rail due to track maintenance / disruptions this is a very viable 
alternative.  
 

The coach will depart GOSFORD and travel to ORANGE via the Pacific Highway and Hume Highway 
departing GOSFORD on FRIDAY 28 NOVEMBER 2016  at 10:00 A.M. and pick up/drop off at the 
following locations en-route to and on the return journey from ORANGE.  
 

FRI 18 NOV 16 

10:00A.M.  DEPART GOSFORD Hospital Side Gosford Railway Station 
11:30 A.M. DEPART PARRAMATTA RAILWAY STATION 
                                    1/15 Lancer Barracks side – Cnr Smith & Darcy Streets 
12:15 P.M.    DEPART PENRITH RAILWAY STATION 
                                    Pick Up / Drop Off points TBA 
 2:45 P.M.   DEPART BATHURST  Pick Up / Drop Off points TBAn 
3;45 P.M.   ARRIVE ORANGE 

SUN 20 NOV 16 9:00 A.M.   DEPART ORANGE 
 

Please phone or e mail:  David RING before sending your payment. 
 

Telephone Mobile: 0413 396 167  
 

Email:         ring1965hd@gmail.com 
 

Postal Address: 14 Range Road NORTH GOSFORD 2250 
 

David will advise you of vacancy/ies and confirm your seating / pick up timing/location.  It will assist 
if you have a mobile telephone number to advise of unforeseen traffic delays and disruptions to the 
above timings, 
The coach will depart Orange at 9:00 A.M. on SUNDAY 20 NOVEMBER 2016 for the return journey. 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ------------------ 

                      CARNIVAL AUSTRALIA 
                         GIVES BACK TO THE DEFENCE FORCE 

 
 

Our thanks to Association Member Bob Middleton in alerting us to this generous offer from Carnival Cruises 
Carnival Australia has introduced a new program onboard its fleet to pay tribute to serving and former members 

of the Australian (ADF) and New Zealand Defence Forces (NZDF).Under the program, all Defence Force personnel 
including discharged and retired servicemen will receive an onboard credit of up to $250 when booking a cruise with 
P&O Cruises Australia, Princess Cruises or Cunard. 

The program is eligible to all three branches of the Defence Force, including the Royal Australian Navy, Air 
Force and Army. Carnival Australia Senior Vice President Jenny Lourey said the company was extremely proud to 
introduce the program. “We think it’s a great way of acknowledging the men and women who give so much for their 
countries,” Ms Lourey said. To receive the benefit, servicemen* simply need to provide documentation at the time of 
booking, demonstrating their service in the Australian or New Zealand Defence Force. 

*Available to active AND ex-serving personnel in the Royal Australian Navy, Royal Australian Army, Royal 
Australian Air Force, Royal New Zealand Navy, the New Zealand Army and the Royal New Zealand Air Force who are: 
a. Active personnel currently serving by providing their PM KeyS number, Regiment number or Service Number, and  
b. Ex-serving personnel, including discharged and retired personnel, by providing relevant documentation which shows 
evidence of having served in the ADF or NZDF, such as military superannuation/pension statement from the Military 
Super scheme, the DFRDB scheme, the DFRB scheme, or the DFSS scheme (New Zealand) and/or Certificate of 
Service. Once booking has been made through a travel agent, on our website or via our contact 
centre, the name, booking number, ship and sailing date, with proof of eligibility as outlined above, should be emailed to 
defencebenefits@carnivalaustralia.com no later than two weeks prior to sailing.  
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The following member reported to the RAP in recent months and 
pleased to report he is well on the way to a good recovery 

  

Allan DRINKWATER - Hip replacement Mid October 
             

                                                     
                            

. 

 

to Joe COOMBS  
                2/19 Australian Infantry Battalion AIF  

who celebrated his 
 
 
 

       to Mrs Gladys Ellenor POWER 
       who celebrated her 

 
 
 

        to Mrs Edith May SHAW 
                  (Gladys’ younger sister)  
         who celebrated her 

 
 
 
 

and CONGRATULATIONS TO  
 

DR Alexandra HANSON 
  Martin HANSON writes              

We’ve had some wonderful news and would like to share it with 
you........... 
my brother Warwick’s son’s daughter Alexandra has just successfully 
completed her Uni studies, graduated and is now Doctor Alex Hanson,  
first Doctor in the Hanson family.  
We are so very proud of her.  All that hard work has paid off and I’ve sent  
off our family’s congratulations to Alex via Facebook.  I’ve attached a 
photo of Alex, hope you like it.  
Regards, 

 

Martin 
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Roy MUNDINE OAM (7th from L) with WO Harry ALLIE BEM (6th from L) pictured above at the  
Smoking and Soil Return Ceremony in Canberra on 26 November 2015  with serving and ex service 
personnel 
FROM GAI BRODTMANN’S (Federal MP for Canberra) FACEBOOK SITE:- 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander soldiers served in the First World War when government policy 
excluded them from serving. So, it’s difficult to know how many Indigenous soldiers fought and fell at 
Gallipoli. In a beautiful smoking and soil return ceremony, today we welcomed home and honoured the 
Indigenous warrior spirits who fell at Gallipoli – those we know and those we don’t. Today soil collected in 
August from the Gallipoli battlefields was laid to rest under The Pine from Lone Pine in the grounds of the 
Australian War Memorial. 
FROM THE AUSTRALIAN WAR MEMORIAL’S FACEBOOK SITE:- 
Today we hosted an Indigenous Soil Return Ceremony at the Lone Pine Tree. In late July, soil was 
collected from around the tree at the Australian War Memorial which was seeded from the Lone Pine in 
Gallipoli. This soil was transported to Gallipoli and added to the other soils collected from around the 
Gallipoli battlefields. The soil collection and calling ceremony, is based on traditional Aboriginal ceremony. 
As the “Unknown Soldier” represents the bringing home of the physical remains of all Australians, the 
returning of soil symbolises the spiritual homecoming. 

LEST WE FORGET 
FROM Glen STEWART    -  AMAZING TALE 
On Wednesday 28th of Oct I was invited to attend the weekly assembly at Austinmer Public School in the 
Northern suburbs of Wollongong, where my grandson Jake was singing. Jake is the great Grandson of 
Dick. After the performance I was tapped on the shoulder by another proud grandfather whose Grandson 
was also singing. As I know most of the parents & grandparents at the school. I was astounded to see the 
other Grandfather was none other than Tony Coombs, son of the legendary Joe Coombs. Tony’s  
Grandson,( Joe’s Great Grandson), Damion, transferred to the school only early this year after moving from 
Queensland to Thirroul. Not only are the two boys at the same school, but as luck would have it, they are in 
the same class 2BH. What are the chances of two kids born in different cities, both great Grandsons of 
2/19 veterans, ending up in the same class. Wouldn’t be great if they end up mates like the Great Grand 
Dads. I think it is an amazing coincidence.  Needless to say, Tony & I did a post-performance review at 
Beaches Hotel at Thirroul over a couple of cool ales. A top afternoon all up.  Regards Glen  
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Wednesday 6th JANUARY 2016  Association Members 
     Cliff LOWIEN & Brad COLLIS at the Life Members 
           Luncheon at  Yamba Surf Lifesaving  Club 
             PHOTO COURTESY OF Brad Collis & Jo Lee 
 

Les FORDHAM in holiday mode in the USA ! 

RUTHERGLEN REMEMBRANCE DAY 2015 
L to R  John Walsh PSM, Pat Crough 7RAR - 1 
Platoon A Coy and Brian Curren the local police 

sergeant 

From Peter BRANDNER 
KUNUNURRA W.A. 

Caught this on Sunday morning 09.30  - See what 
happens when the rules say no beer until one is 

landed.  



Frontline Journal                                                                                                                                 16

 

15 

 

 
 
          
 

It is a pleasure to once again acknowledge the generosity of the 
following members which is gratefully received. Our Thanks folks ! 

 

 

 
    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   

A very warm and sincere welcome is extended  
 to the following new members who have joined since  

       the last newsletter: 

MR David HUNT MINTO 2565 
LCPL Philip MARTIN CASULA  2170 
WO2 Russell LAWRANCE ORANGE 2800 

 

PTE Tony BRAY  LT Peter HUGHES 
MRS Betty CLENDENNING  CPL Dan JOHNSTON 
MR Joe COOMBS  WO2  Kevin  JONES                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
MRS Rita DEAN  MRS Junetta LEWIS 
MRS Shirley DRUM  MAJ Bob LIDDEN 
CAPT Bill EDWARDS  CPO Barry NESBITT 
SSGT George FISHER  SGT Bob WADE 
MRS Marj FLACK  MR Wal WILLIAMS 

SOME OF THE MAGNIFICENT CROCHETED RUGS MADE BY MRS SHIRLEY DRUM AND ITEMS 
OF JEWELLERY DONATED BY HER WHICH ASSIST SO MUCH WITH OUR RAFFLES 

– A BIG THANK YOU SHIRLEY FROM US ALL 
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Our thanks to Association Member Bob Middleton for alerting us to the site below 
for anyone undertaking family history research 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Was your ancestor a Prisoner of War? 

Delve into our latest Findmypast Friday records to discover if any of your family were held captive 
during history's most pivotal conflicts.  We've added over a million additional records to our popular Prisoners of War 
1715-1945 collection, which include personal diaries and even photographs. Also, check out our exclusive video 
footage of a fascinating account by former prison camp inmate, Dr Frankland. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

This is the Google search entry and the actual URL of the pages attached Bringing up these pages gives you the links to 

access all the info you need      artilleryhistory.org/memorial_walk.html 

Bob, 
 
Attached are pages which I am sure will 
be self explanatory. Our family has 
donated a paver in memory of two of 
my father’s brother who served in the 
Pacific Theatre during WWII. Whilst 
serving in New Guinea one brother 
contracted both malaria and dengue 
fever which led to his death within a few 
years of his return home. 
Perhaps some of the Association 
members may wish to vitit the site or 
even donate a paver to honour a past 
friend or family member. 
Thanks and Best Wises 
 
Larry Nolan  

NORTH HEAD SANCTUARY  MANLY NSW 
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OUR THANKS TO MAJ John RALPH & CPL Dan JOHNSTON FOR THEIR PHOTOGRAPHIC EXPERTISE & ASSISTANCE 
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MINUTES OF THE 

17th ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF 
1/19 RNSWR ASSOCIATION 

PROUDLY INCORPORATING  
                               2/19 AUSTRALIAN INFANTRY BATTALION A.I.F. ASSOCIATION         Fortiter et Fideliter 

HELD AT GOSFORD RSL CLUB 
ON SATURDAY 24 OCTOBER 2015 at 1530h 

OPENING: 
The Chairman, Mr Roger PERRY opened the meeting at 1530h and noted the apologies.    

ATTENDANCE & APOLOGIES: 
It was MOVED by Kevin CONNELLY and SECONDED by David RING that the apologies be accepted. 

                                                                                 CARRIED  
                                          IN ATTENDANCE (47) 

Colin AIKEN, OAM, RFD, ChStJ   Reg NEWTON 
LTCOL Tony ANG, MEd, BEd, JP, psc (r)   Larry NOLAN 
Warren BARNES, OAM   Tony OHLBACH 
Gary BELTRAME, RFD, JP   Mike PASS 
Bob BINNS, RFD, BA. MEd    Roger PEARSON 
Geoff BRADDON, OAM, JP   Roger PERRY 
Tony BRAY   Bob PINK, OAM 
John BURNS   Patricia RAE              BY INVITATION 
Barry CHAPMAN, ED MB BS FRACP  FCSANZ FICA FRSM RACI   Roy RAE 
Joe CLARKE   John RALPH, RFD 
Kevin CONNELLY, JP   Peter REYNOLDS 
Tom COOPER, OAM, JP   David RING 
Bill EDWARDS   Graham ROSS, JP 
Peter GODFREY, B.Com. CPA.   Bill SAVILLE 
Ken HARPER   Bryan SCHAFER, JP 
Peter HUGHES   Graham TIPPETT 
Dan JOHNSTON   Bob WADE 
Corinna KELLY   Ray WARDEN 
Robert LAVINGTON   Robert WATSON 
Bob LIDDEN, RFD   Charlie WATSON, RFD 
Peter McGUINNESS, MBE, RFD, ED   Bob WEIR 
Ken McKAY, RFD, ED   Barry WILLOUGHBY, JP 
Barry NESBITT                      BY INVITATION   Dennis ZALUNARDO, OAM, JP 
Joy NEWTON, RN, BHS      

                                                           APOLOGIES  (64) 
Tony ANG, Jnr   Jim                KERR 
Rick               AVERY, JP                          Alby KOLBUCH 
Terry              BEER, OAM                            Malcolm            LE COMTE                        
Geoff              BLAIR                           Trevor             LOGAN 
Kevin              BRANCH                          Alan               LOWE                           
Harry COLE, JP  Cliff              LOWIEN                         
Bob                COLLIGAN                        Bruce LOYNES, FCSA, FIPS 
Joe                COOMBS                          David   MARINER                        
Glenn CROSLAND  Maureen MARINER                        
Rita DEAN  Brian              MARTYN, RFD, psc (r)                   
Peggy DRINKWATER  Luke MEEHAN 
Alan               DRINKWATER, MLO  Bob                MIDDLETON                      
Shirley            DRUM                            Juanita MOON 
John               ELLIOTT                         Ray                MULLER                         
Marj FLACK                           Roy                MUNDINE, OAM                   
Tom FLETCHER  Bob                O'CALLAGHAN                    
John               FOGARTY, RFD, JP, AFAIM             Alan               PALMER 
Les                FORDHAM                         John               PARTRIDGE                      
Philip GERBER LL.M., M.Crim.  Fred               POWER                          
Geoff              GREEN  Mark QUILL 
Paul               GRUMLEY  Roy                SCHMIDTKE                      
Pat GULLEN  Bodo               SCHWARZ, JP 
Greg HAGAN                  Glen SCRIVEN 
Peter              HALL  Laurie SHEEDY 
Vin HALLINAN, OAM, RFD, ED                 Geoff              STEVENTON, MBE, RFD 
Martin             HANSON, JP, AIMM               Brian              TISDELL                        
Tony               HARVEY, RFD, JP                 John WALSH PSM GCM BCM JP 
Sandy              HOWARD                         Don                WAYNE 
Terry              IRWIN  Wal WILLIAMS                       
Charles            JENSEN                          Tuck               WILSON, OAM                    
Felicity           JESS, JP                        Maree              WINTER                         
Kevin JONES, OAM  Tex                WINTER                         

 

   I/XIX 
Primus agat Primas –Fortiter et Fideliter 
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FALLEN COMRADES RELATIVES & FRIENDS: 

 
The Chairman requested all present to stand and observe a period of silence in solemn memory of Fallen Comrades, 
Relatives and Friends: 

 MRS Edna HUGHES 
Widow of NX35079  
MAJ Lloyd HUGHES 
ADJUTANT 2/19 Battalion AIF 

13-Aug-14 

NX192461 GNR Joseph Wilson MINITER 2/14 FIELD REGIMENT RAA 28-Aug-14 

 MR John Edward HUNT 
Son of NX20438 Edward James HUNT 
OAM 2/19 Battalion AIF & Father of 
David Hunt 

24-Sep-14 

NX57422 PTE Neville Thomas RILEY Husband of Lorna  
2/30 Battalion AIF 9-Oct-14 

 SGT Cecil Thomas SMITH 1/19 RNSWR 17-Oct-14 

NX59853 DVR Allan Clyde HUCKEL 2 AUSTRALIAN ARMY SERVICE 
CORPS 9 DIVISION 23-Oct-14 

2781478 LT Clifford Ronald DIBDEN 5 RAR & 1/19 RNSWR 27-Oct-14 

 MRS Esther May SLATER Widow of NX488334 Wilfred George 
SLATER 2/19 Battalion AIF 08-Nov-14 

 MRS Kathleen Unitt LOWIEN Wife of NX53593 Cliff LOWIEN 2/19 
Battalion AIF 14-Nov-14 

 BDR Jack Bridger CHALKER ROYAL FIELD ARTILLERY 15-Nov-14 

 MRS Leonie Rodda WARDEN Widow of  Charles Andrew "Chick" 
WARDEN 2/19 Battalion AIF 30-Nov-14 

F2311121 PTE Lisa Gay RING 1/19 RNSWR 15-Dec-14 

NX35590 MR Charles  Arthur 
Mainwaring EDWARDS Husband of Ella  -  

2/19 Battalion AIF 27-Dec-14 

 MR Kenneth Joseph BOURKE Husband of Joy Bourke - Father SGT 
Frank McGrath 2/19 Bn AIF 29-Dec-14 

 MR Phillip Douglas CROWE Husband of Jan Crowe - son in law of 
Joy Bourke 2-Jan-15 

 MRS Mary HILL Widow NX35788 Athol HILL MBE, 2/19 
Battalion AIF 03-Jan-15 

N3917  
NX126952 

252109 
CAPT Bede George Donald TONGS OAM MM 2/3 Battalion AIF 14-Jan-15 

 MRS Adele Vera WINBANK Widow of NX5618 James Angus 
WINBANK 2/19 Battalion AIF 23-Jan-15 

NX38458 BDR Thomas UREN AC 2/1 HEAVY BATTERY AIF 26-Jan-15 

215799 CPL Timothy Hocart McCOMBE OAM 2 RAR 31-Jan-15 

NX27091 BRIG Keith STRINGFELLOW RFD ED Z Special Unit &  
Former Comd 8 Bde 6-Feb-15 

NX70273 MAJ DR Charles Rowland 
Bromley RICHARDS MBE OAM 2/15 FD REGT RAA 26-Feb-15 

2175095 CPL Stephen Leslie HOOK 1/19 RNSWR 04-Mar-15 

 MR Maurice Walter LAYTON Brother NX55098 WO2 O.J. “Spider" 
LAYTON  2/19 Battalion AIF 25-Mar-15 

 MRS Arija AUSTIN 
Widow of NX70159 LT Richard Wigram 
Locke AUSTIN AO OBE 2/19 Battalion 
AIF 

30-Mar-15 

255988 PTE Raymond Richard TOOMEY 3 RNSWR & 4 RNSWR 1-Apr-15 

 MRS Ella Catherine PERCEVAL Widow of NX30731 Ross PERCEVAL 
2/19 Battalion AIF 26-Apr-15 

NX52485 LT Maurice Joseph BRENNAN Husband of Elizabeth –  
2/19 Battalion  AIF 6-Jun-15 

NX36061 PTE Allan Robert BRIDEOAKE 2/19 Battalion AIF 15-Jun-15 

NX44955 MR              Royden Charles CORNFORD                       Husband of Joan  
 2/19 Battalion AIF 02-Jul-15 

NX56037 MR              Raymond Albert         CLENDENNING                    Husband of Betty   
2/19 Battalion AIF 18-Sep-15 

 
MINUTES OF THE 16th ANNUAL GENERAL METING HELD AT ORANGE EX SERVICES CLUB ON  
SATURDAY 1 NOVEMBER 2014: 
The Chairman advised that the Minutes of the previous AGM held on Saturday 1 NOV 14 had been circulated to all members via the 
Association’s December 2014 Frontline Newsletter.  
It was MOVED by Bob WEIR and SECONDED by Gary BELTRAME that the Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on 1 NOV 14 be 
taken as read and signed as a true and correct record. 

CARRIED 
MATTERS ARISING: 
There were no matters arising. 
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CORRESPONDENCE: 
The Honorary Secretary tabled the Inwards and Outwards Correspondence since the last Annual General Meeting.  These items include 
the Association Newsletters, but do not include the many email messages received and sent including exchanges between committee 
members and the general membership. They  
also do not include the despatch of Association Merchandise sent out by our Merchandise Manager Ray Warden and his wife Gay – 
whose assistance and exceptional contribution is much valued and highly appreciated.  
It was MOVED by Gary BELTRAME and SECONDED by Bryan SCHAFER that the Correspondence Register be taken as read and the 
correspondence be accepted. 

CARRIED 
PRESIDENT’S  REPORT:                         
The Chairman advised that details of the attendance of himself and members of the Executive representing the Association at various 
activities and functions were contained in the Association’s “Frontline” Newsletters. 
 
The Chairman spoke on the update of the Association’s website and thanked our Website Manager Sandy HOWARD for his untiring efforts 
in recent months which had achieved a quite remarkable and professional result.  
 
The Chairman also thanked Association Patron Lieutenant Colonel Peter McGUINNESS for his assistance to Sandy HOWARD during the 
upgrade which had been critical to its current evolvement and he also noted the valuable contribution Lieutenant Colonel John FOGARTY 
for his development, maintenance and input of the Website for many years as the inaugural Web Site manager.  
 
On behalf of the membership the Chairman also conveyed his sincere thanks to the Association’s Executive and Committee Members for 
their unstinting assistance throughout the year which enabled the Association to remain so efficient in the conduct of its affairs. 
 
It was MOVED by Bob WEIR and SECONDED by Peter HUGHES that the President’s Report be accepted. 

CARRIED 
TREASURER’S  REPORT: 
The Chairman conveyed his personal thanks and that of the Association to the Treasurer Mrs Joy NEWTON for her continuing efforts in 
support of the Association and tabled the following documents on her behalf: 
 
 Statement of Receipts & Payments and Income & Expenditure Account for the year ended 30 June 2015. 
 Balance Sheet for the year ended 30 June 2015. 
 Statutory Reports by the Committee 
 Auditor’s Report on the Financial Statements 
 Form A12 - Annual Statement. 
 Certificate of Currency of Public Liability Insurance. 

The Chairman advised that a better result had been achieved this year than that achieved in the preceding year and that we had finished the 
year in a very reasonable condition. 

 
1/19 RNSWR ASSOCIATION INC 

CERTIFICATE BY MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE 
We, ROGER JAMES PERRY of 25G/3 Darling Point Road Darling Point NSW 2027 and ROBERT JOHN PINK of 3/20  
Cumberland Road, Ingleburn certify that: 
 
a. We are members of the Committee of 1/19 RNSWR Association Inc. 
b. The Annual General Meeting of the Association was held on 24 October 2015. 
c. We are authorised by a resolution of the Committee to sign this certificate. 
d. The Annual Statement was submitted to the members of the Association at its Annual General Meeting. 
Dated this 24th October 2015 
 
 
 
                     ……………………………………                            ……………………………… 
                                  ROGER J PERRY                                          ROBERT J PINK                                 
                                           President                                                    Secretary      
 

 
1/19 RNSWR ASSOCIATION INC 

STATEMENT BY MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE 
The Committee have determined that the Association is not a reporting entity. 
The Committee have determined that this special purpose financial report should be prepared in accordance with Australian Accounting 
Standards in so far as they are relevant to the members of the Association. 
 
 
 
In the opinion of the Committee the financial report as set out on page 3: 
1. Presents fairly the financial position of 1/19 RNSWR Association Inc. as at 30 June 2015 and its performance for the year 

ended on that date. 
2. At the date of this statement, there are reasonable grounds to believe that 1/19 RNSWR Association Inc will be able to pay its 

debts as and when they fall due. 
his statement is made in accordance with a resolution of the Committee and is signed for and on behalf of the Committee 
by: 
   
   
               
            ROGER J. PERRY                                                                                         ROBERT J. PINK 
                    President                                                                                                           Secretary 
                                                                                   30 August 2015 
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1/19 RNSWR ASSOCIATION INC 

STATEMENT BY MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE 
 

INDEPENDENT AUDIT REPORT TO THE MEMBERS OF 
1/19 RNSWR ASSOCIATION INC 

Scope 
I have audited the financial report being a special purpose financial report of 1/19  

RNSWR Association Inc for the year ended 30 June 2015 as set out on pages 1 to 4.  The Committee is responsible for the financial 
report and has determined that the accounting policies used are appropriate to meet the needs of the Associations Incorporation Act 
(NSW) and the needs of the members.  I have conducted an independent audit of this financial report in order to express an opinion 
on it to the members. No opinion is expressed as to whether the accounting policies used are appropriate to the needs of the 
members. 
The financial report has been prepared for the purpose of fulfilling the requirements of the Associations Incorporation Act (NSW).  I 
disclaim any assumption of responsibility for any reliance on this report or on the financial report to which it relates to any person other 
than the members, or for any purpose other than that for which it was prepared.My audit has been conducted in accordance with 
Australian Auditing Standards.  Procedures included examination, on a test basis, of evidence supporting the amounts and other 
disclosures in the financial report and the evaluation of significant accounting estimates.  
These procedures have been undertaken to form an opinion whether, in all material aspects, the financial report is presented fairly 
in accordance with the accounting policies adopted by the Association so as to present a view which is consistent with my 
understanding of the Association’s financial position and performance as represented by the results of its operations.   
These policies do not require the application of all Australian Accounting Standards and other mandatory professional reporting 
requirements. The audit opinion expressed in this report has been formed on the above basis. 
Audit Opinion 
In my opinion, the financial report presents fairly in accordance with the accounting policies adopted by the Association the financial 
position of 1/19 RNSWR Association Inc. as at 30 June 2015 and the results of its operations for the year then ended. 
 
 
 
DENNIS ZALUNARDO, OAM, JP 
Honorary Auditor 
31 August 2015 
1 Jacaranda Avenue 
BAULKHAM HILLS NSW 2153 

1/19 RNSWR ASSOCIATION INC FINANCIAL STATEMENTS FOR 
THE YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 2015  

  STATEMENT OF ASSETS & LIABILITIES       STATEMENT OF RECEIPTS & PAYMENTS    
                                 

AS AT 
30 

JUNE 
2015                                                                               

AS AT 
30 

JUNE 
201514 

      2015 
  ASSETS      
10,576     Cash at Bank & on Deposit   15,043  
21,419     Stock for sale at cost   21,217  
1,100     Prepayments   1,700  

33,095
101217
,49911

9 

      37,959 

  LIABILITIES     

3,863     Subscriptions in Advance  3,915  

       
      3,863      3,915 

 29,232  NET ASSETS          39,044 
   Represented by:     
22,588  

 
   Accumulated earnings 1 July 
2014 

29,232  
6,644     Add: Surplus for year 4,812  

       
29,232

8 
 MEMBERS FUNDS    34,044 

 
                
 
 
 
 
 

2014     2015 
      RECEIPTS   
     

6,434     Subscriptions 5,220 0 
174     Bank Interest 256  

1,509     Sales – Merchandise 964  
1,800     Sales – The Grim Glory 1,440  
700.     Sales – Boldly & Faithfully 1,760  

4,953     Donations 4,110  
3,322     Quilt – Raffle 0  

12,688     Functions 17,307  
0  Sundry Income  225  

31,580    31,282 
     PAYMENTS   

73     Bank Charges 72  
100     Donations 200  

2,200     Insurance 0  
14,646     Functions 18,164  

1,925  
Postage, Printing, Stationery 
& Phone 1,5465  

0  Presentations & gifts 1,139  
1,861     Purchases – stock for sale 2,661  

238     Sundries 122  
225     Subscriptions 556  
655      Welfare  560  

     0        Website 300  
168      Magazine 299  
52      Filing fees 53  
0      Deposit for AGM 700  
0     Prepayment for ANZAC Day 2015 1,000  

22,143     26,816 

9,437  SURPLUS OF RECEIPTS OVER PAYMENTS 4,466 

1,139     Cash Book Balance at 1 July 2014 10,576 

10,576     CASH BOOK BALANCE 
         at 30 JUNE 2015 15,042 

24 
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  STATEMENT OF INCOME & EXPENDITURE 
    FOR YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 2015 

 2014    2015 
 INCOME    

5,152  Subscriptions 5,168  
174  Bank Interest 256  
538  

Mercha 
 Profit Merchandise sales 1,300  

4,963  Donations received   4,110  
3,322    Quilt Raffle  0  

0   Miscellaneous Income  225  
14.139    11,059 

 Less: EXPENDITURE  
73    Bank Charges 72  

100    Donations 200  
1,100    Insurance 1,100  
2,958    Net Cost of Functions 856  

1,925 
   Postage, Printing, Stationery 
       & Phone 1,546  

168    Magazine costs net of 
subsidy 

299  
52    Filing fees 53  
0    Presentations & gifts 1,139  

220    Repairs to Banner 122  
20    Sundry expense 0  

225    Subscriptions 0  
654    Welfare 560  

0    Website 300  
    

7,495     6,247 

6,644  
NET OPERATING SURPLUS FOR   
                      YEAR    4,812 
    

 
It was MOVED by Peter GODFREY and SECONDED by Gary BELTRAME that the financial documents be accepted.  
                                                                                                                                                                            CARRIED 
 
It was MOVED by Bryan SCHAFER and SECONDED by Bill SAVILLE that the Treasurer’s report be accepted.  
                                                                                                                                                                            CARRIED 
 
HONORARY SECRETARY’S  REPORT: 
 
MEMBERSHIP REPORT: 
 
 
 
                 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Tom COOPER queried the number of non-financial members and was advised that it was an ongoing problem. The Chairman 
undertook to compose a more direct follow up letter in an effort to decrease the number of non-payers.  
 
NEW MEMBERS: 

     
   11 new members have joined since the last AGM compared to 14 in the previous year 

CATEGORY FINANCIAL LIFE TOTAL UNFINANCIAL WRITTEN 
OFF 

1/19 RNSWR 142 5 147 47 17 

Former 2/19 Bn AIF Association 
Honorary Life Members - 15 15 - - 

2/19 Bn AIF Association 
Associate Members 

 
68 
 

1 69 53 -  

TOTAL 210 21 231 90 17 
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DEATHS: 

 Sadly, 18 members passed away during the year. 
 
ASSOCIATION NEWSLETTER: 
The Association's newsletter continues to be produced on a quarterly basis in a professional format, and the Honorary 
Secretary acknowledged the valued assistance of our Publisher, Sabre Publishing, in its production.  
 

The Association maintains contact with other unit Associations and 64 copies of the newsletter are currently sent to the 
following kindred associations and organisations: 

 

Association of First Infantry Battalions (3)                                 i. 1 Defence Reserves Association                                              
Friends of the City of Newcastle Regiment  2nd Infantry Battalions (2)                       ii. 0 Reserve Forces Day Council  (33)            
3rd Battalion RNSWR and 3rd Inf Battalion Association                                           iii. 1 Royal Australian Army Ordnance Corps Association 
Association of 4th Battalions                                             iv. 1 3 Transport Company Association 
Association of 17th Battalions                                            v. 1 Royal Australian Naval Reserve Association 
Ex 22 Battalion RVR Association                                                  vi. 1 Regimental Council The Royal New South Wales regiment 
30th Battalion NSW Scottish Regimental Association 
8 Division Council Association (3)    
2/4 Anti Tank Regiment Association 
5th Field Ambulance Association  
The Australian Intelligence Corps Association NSW Branch 

vii.  CO 1/19 RNSWR 
OPS OFFR 1/19 RNSWR 
ADJT 1/19 RNSWR 
RSM 1/19 RNSWR 
Australian War Memorial Canberra 

UNSWR Association                                               viii. 1 National Library f 
Integrated Service Peoples Association 
14 Field Squadron Association 

ix.  State Library of NSW 

 

1/19 RNSWR Depots at Orange, Bathurst, Dubbo, Parkes & Wagga Wagga,  
Newsletters are also sent with application forms to enquirers throughout the year. 

 

A total of 550 copies of the magazine continue to be despatched each quarter. 
 

The Honorary Secretary spoke on the continuing generosity and the kind donations received from the membership which has 
enabled the Newsletter to continue to be forwarded gratis to several ill and frail widows of 2/19 Battalion AIF members. Such 
gestures are very much appreciated. 

 
ELECTRONIC FUNDS TRANSFER: 
The Honorary Secretary reported the Electronic Funds Transfer system has not been without its problems – mainly due to 
members still not recording their names or sufficient means to readily identify their transfer/deposit into the Association’s 
Bank account. 
 

Members are again asked to ensure the following: 
 

If they are making an Electronic Transfer ensure their name is provided as part of the transaction. 
 If they are making a deposit ata St George Branch ensure that the deposit has been made and the date and location where it 
was deposited.   
 
YEAR 2016  SUBSCRIPTION PAYMENTS: 
Fall due and payable on 1 JANUARY 2016. A subscription slip will be enclosed with the December 2015 Newsletter to all members. The 
Honorary Secretary advised that the annual subscriptions had risen to $25.00 per annum – which unfortunately had been “lost” on some 
members and that a further reminder would be contained in the December 2015 Newsletter. 

It was MOVED by Roger PERRY and SECONDED by John BURNS that the Honorary Secretary’s Report be accepted. 
    CARRIED 

SOCIAL COMMITTEE’S REPORT: 
Vice President Mick PASS reported that next year’s activities and prominent Commemorative Events would be published in 
forthcoming issues of the Association’s Newsletters and our Website Manager Sandy HOWARD will also post activities as 
they come to hand on the Association website. .  
 
The Vice President spoke on the arrangements for this evening’s dinner and advised that 2 x bottles of wine would be placed 
on each table.  
 
The Association had been represented at the following Commemorative Events and functions: 

 
11 NOV 14 REMEMBRANCE DAY SERVICES – Sydney / Central Coast 
31 JAN 15 1/19 RNSWR PERYMAN AWARDS/REGIMENTAL DINNER ORANGE 
09 FEB 15 8 AUSTRALIAN DIVISION ASSOCIATION MEETING 
15 FEB 15 FALL OF SINGAPORE COMMEMORATION - Sydney Cenotaph  
19 APR 15 ANZAC SUNDAY SERVICES - LIDCOMBE - SYDNEY / CENTRAL COAST 
25 APR 15 ANZAC DAY 
31 MAY 15    ST MATTHIAS’ CHURCH – 1st BATTALIONS COLOURS RESTORATION SERVICE 
09 AUG 15 RNSWR OFFRS’/WO’s/SNCO’s REGIMENTAL DINNER – BRIGHTON NSW 
10 AUG 15 RNSWR ANNUAL CHURCH PARADE – MILLERS POINT NSW 
20 JUN 15 RESERVE FORCES DAY PARADES – Canberra, Newcastle & Wondai QLD 
26 JUL  15 POZIERES DAY COMMEMORATION WOOLLAHRA 
03 AUG 15 SANDAKAN COMMEMORATION BURWOOD PARK 
10 AUG 15 8 AUSTRALIAN DIVISION ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  
15 AUG 15 VICTORY OVER JAPAN DAY – Sydney Cenotaph 
29 AUG 15 B COY 1/19 RNSWR DINNER BATHURST 
02 SEP 15 BATTLE FOR AUSTRALIA DAY – Sydney Cenotaph 
05 SEP 15 MAJOR JAMES McMANAMEY 19 BN AIF COMMEMORATION WOODFORD NSW 
08 NOV 15  REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY COMMEMORATIONS LIDCOMBE & ASHFIELD 
11 NOV 15  REMEMBRANCE DAY COMMEMORATION Sydney Cenotaph 
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The Vice President thanked the membership for their support, particularly those who had travelled long distances to be present at this 
weekend’s functions and looked forward to an increased attendance at the Association’s activities and functions next year, particularly 
the ANZAC Day 2016 Cruise in Sydney and the Association’s ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING WEEKEND 2016 to be held in Orange on 
the weekend 18 – 19 NOVEMBER 2016 to commemorate the 50th Anniversary of the raising of 19th Battalion The Royal New South 
Wales Regiment at Marrickville NSW on 12 December 1966, a most significant event in the regimental calendar.    
 
The Chairman thanked Mick PASS for the considerable and very generous amount of personal time and effort he contributes to the 
planning, arrangement and liaison for our functions – particularly the Annual AGM Weekend - which continues to ensure their smooth 
and very successful conduct. 
 
ANZAC DAY 2016  HARBOUR CRUISE: 
Liaison by the President with All Occasion Cruises for ANZAC Day 2016 advises a requirement for a minimum attendance of 50 persons 
and the Vice President earnestly requested all members to give this premier function their keen support.  
 

The cost will be $90 per person (normally $120).   Concession prices will be granted to: 
Children under 5 years of age = “FREE” 
Children aged between 5 years & 16 years of age: $60.00 per head 
 

ANZAC DAY MARCH SYDNEY 25 APR 2016: 
The Sydney March route has been changed. 1/19 RNSWR & 2/19 Battalion AIF Association will form up in Spring Street with other 2nd 
Division units. The route will follow from Spring Street – Bent Street - Phillip Street and south down Elizabeth Street. 
 

Kevin CONNELLY advised that after careful discussion with key participants and government agencies the NSW RSL ANZAC Day March 
Committee feels the best alternate route for the Sydney ANZAC Day March is:  

 Start line at Martin Place and Elizabeth St 
 March south on Elizabeth St 
 Observe the Act of Remembrance adjacent to the ANZAC Memorial in Elizabeth St 
 Participants wheel left into Liverpool St for dispersal. 
 Vehicles and bands wheel right into Liverpool St and use Castlereagh St to return to the start line.  

This route will allow the March to continue as a solemn March of Remembrance while also allowing as many spectators including senior 
veterans and Legacy widows to participate.  
 
While the March will no longer pass the Cenotaph, an Act of Remembrance will still be observed and the Cenotaph will continue to hold 
the Dawn Service and Sunset Service Commemorations on ANZAC Day.  
 

It was MOVED by Bryan SCHAFER and SECONDED by Bill SAVILLE that the Vice President’s Social Report be accepted. 
CARRIED 

CONFIRMATION OF RE-APPOINTMENTS 
 

HONORARY CHAPLAIN: 
The Chairman confirmed the continuation of the appointment of Chaplain Lieutenant Colonel The Reverend Canon Colin AIKEN OAM 
RFD ChStJ as the Association’s Chaplain and expressed his personal thanks to Colin and Patricia for their continuing support.  
 

CHANCELLOR: 
The Chairman confirmed the continuation of the appointment of SQNLDR Philip GERBER, LL.M, M.Crim, as the Association’s 
Chancellor. 
 

 HONORARY AUDITOR:  
The Chairman also confirmed the continuation of Dennis ZALUNARDO, OAM, JP, as the Association's Honorary Auditor for the ensuing 
year. The Chairman thanked Dennis for undertaking the auditing of the Association's accounts and noted that we are very grateful for 
his ongoing oversight. 
  
ELECTION OF COMMITTEE FOR 2015-2016: 
The Chairman advised that only one nomination had been received for each of the positions of President, Vice President, Honorary 
Secretary, Treasurer, Assistant Honorary Secretary, Assistant Treasurer and the 5 Committee positions.  
  

The Chairman then declared the following elected to the positions shown. This declaration was endorsed with acclamation 
 

 
POSITION 

 

 
ELECTED 

PRESIDENT Roger    PERRY 
VICE PRESIDENT & PUBLICITY OFFICER  Mick      PASS 

TREASURER Joy       NEWTON 

HONORARY SECRETARY/ NEWSLETTER EDITOR  

8 DIVISION LIAISON OFFICER/ASSOCIATION PUBLIC OFFICER 
Bob      PINK 

ASSISTANT SECRETARY Bryan  SCHAFER 

ASSISTANT TREASURER Bob     WEIR 
COMMITTEE MEMBER & MERCHANDISING MANAGER Ray     WARDEN 

COMMITTEE MEMBER & WEBSITE MANAGEER Sandy HOWARD 

COMMITTEE   MEMBER & ASSOCIATION HISTORIAN Geoff  BRADDON 

COMMITTEE MEMBER John   ELLIOTT 

COMMITTEE MEMBER Kevin      JONES 
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The Chairman congratulated all on their election and thanked Sandy HOWARD for his exceptional contribution in managing 
the Web Site and to LTCOL Peter McGUINNESS for his valued close support and assistance to Sandy on the recording of 
the Battalions’ histories which had resulted in a magnificent result.   
 
He also thanked Ray and Gay WARDEN for their continuing efficient and valued efforts in handling the Association’s 
merchandise throughout the year. He reminded all members that there were still copies of the 19th Battalion AIF History 
“Boldly & Faithfully” for sale. 
 
The Chairman also advised of a little known aspect in relation to ‘Boldly and Faithfully’. Such is its reputation and that of its 
author, our Association Patron LTCOL Peter McGUINNESS, that it is now compulsory reading at the US Staff College. 
    
GENERAL BUSINESS: 
 
ST MATTHIAS CHURCH SERVICE: 
The Chairman spoke on the service held at St Matthias Church Paddington NSW on SUN 31 MAY 2015 in the presence of 
The Governor of New South Wales His Excellency General The Honourable David HURLEY AC DSC (Ret’d) and Mrs Linda 
HURLEY, senior ADF officers including BRIG Paul Couch CSC, RFD, Colonel Commandant the Royal New South Wales 
Regiment and LTCOL Tony ANG, Commanding Officer, 1/19 RNSWR and a large contingent from 1 Commando Association 
(the former 1 RNSWR). The work of our Patron, LTCOL Peter McGUINNESS, who assisted in the project, was very evident 
in the detailed history of the 1st Battalion’s Colours that had been preserved. 
 
VOTE OF THANKS TO PRESIDENT ROGER PERRY: 
Geoff BRADDON paid tribute and requested a Vote of Thanks be recorded in the Minutes in respect for the support and 
assistance Roger PERRY had recently provided to the township of Carcoar and particularly the School of Arts and 
Carmanhurst Museum. His interaction with the Mayor and Council General Manager during a crucial period resulted in a 
very favourable outcome due to his expertise and advice. Geoff BRADDON conveyed to Roger PERRY on behalf of the 
townsfolk of Carcoar their most sincere appreciation for his efforts. 
 
RESERVE FORCES DAY 2016  
David RING queried if the Association would be participating in Reserve Forces Day next year in Sydney. The Chairman 
advised that the Association would not be participating but any member who wished to attend was welcome to do so and it 
was up to individuals. 
 
The Association would attend only as spectators and following the cessation of the parade would adjourn to a venue to be 
advised as the NSW Leagues Club was closing down. 
 
COMMANDING OFFICER RELINQUISHING COMMAND 
The Chairman advised that the Commanding Officer 1/19 RNSWR LTCOL Tony ANG would relinquish command of the 
Battalion at year’s end and LTCOL Ian PATTINGALE would assume command.  
 
The Chairman on behalf of the Association offered a vote of thanks and placed on record the Association’s thanks to LTCOL 
ANG for his keen and close support of the Association and wished him well in his new appointment and future career These 
remarks were endorsed with hearty acclamation. 
 
NEXT ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING: 
Discussion ensued on suggestions for various locations for the conduct of the Association’s Annual General Meeting in 2016. 
 
Kevin CONNELLY spoke on a recent very successful weekend Ashfield RSL Sub Branch had enjoyed at Wagga Wagga RSL 
Club. 
 
LTCOL ANG advised that the Battalion’s Wagga Wagga Training Depot was the venue for next year’s Battalion Ball. 
 
The Hon Secretary reminded the meeting that last year Malcolm LE COMTE had tabled a very detailed submission for an 
AGM weekend to be conducted at BERMAGUI in southern NSW.  
 
The Chairman reminded the meeting that it was “convention” that every alternate AGM be held in Orange to enable 
interaction with 1/19 RNSWR and the Orange Ex-Services Club who have been staunch supporters of the Association for all 
of its existence.  
 
The Chairman iterated his comments from previous years that details of suggested venues should be sent to the Committee 
for consideration prior to the Association’s Annual General Meeting and no suggestions would be considered unless the 
Committee had received timely notice of the proposal together with a detailed plan as to the operation of the weekend. 
 
The Association’s next Annual General Meeting is to be held in Orange on the weekend 
18,19,20th November 2016 to commemorate the 50th Anniversary of the raising of 19th Battalion, The Royal New South Wales 
Regiment at Marrickville NSW on 12 December 1966, a most significant event in the regimental calendar.    
 
As accommodation in Orange is likely to be at a premium on the weekend 18 - 20 November 2016, members are especially 
reminded to make early bookings for their accommodation to avoid disappointment. 
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The following is the Outline Plan for the 2016 AGM weekend: 
 
MEET & GREET FUNCTION 1800-2130h  FRI 18 NOV 16 
Orange Ex Services Club  
 
WREATH LAYING 1030h   SAT 19 NOV 16  
1/19 RNSWR Romani Barracks      
PRESENTATION BY  
LTCOL Peter McGUINNESS MBE RFD ED 1400h   SAT 19 NOV16 
Orange Ex Services Club             
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 1530h  SAT 19 NOV 16  
Orange Ex Services Club  
 
50th ANNIVERSARY DINNER                 1800h for 1900h SAT 19 NOV 15 
Orange Ex Services Club 
 
The Chairman advised that he had held a brief discussion with the incoming Commanding Officer, LTCOL Ian PATTINGALE, 
on the activities and the significance of the date and it was hoped that the participation of the Battalion in the weekend’s 
activities could be optimized. The Chairman will pursue these discussions when the incoming CO assumes command in 
January 2016.     
                                                     
  CLOSURE:  
There being no further items of business the Chairman thanked all for their attendance and closed the meeting at 1545h 

 
 

CHAIRMAN  
  

     /               / 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  

FROM GARRY DWYER 

Dear Bob 
Attached is the photo that appeared 
in the March 2015 Frontline. Far left 
crouching is Arthur Willott. Standing 
next to Tim Middleton is Garry 
Dwyer. 
Regards 

Garry Dwyer  
THANKS GARRY –YOU’VE PUT A LOT 
OF MINDS AT REST !!  
 
2 TO GO !! 

FROM Alan HAYWARD 
The one holding the dog is the Pl 
Comd – far left member maybe a 2 
striper.  4 from left with straps Bob 
WALDRON (Mike Pass knows him 
well)  7 from left Me !  I was a 2 
striper here. Far right at end 2/3 
striper probably 3.  The photo was 
taken at either Holsworthy / 
Walgrove back of both or  
somewhere else ! 
I was delighted to see the photo in 
the SEP 15 issue of Frontline and 
our thanks to Geoff GREEN in 
forwarding it on ! 
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BRITANNIA’S 
SHIELD: 

Lieutenant-
General Sir 

Edward Hutton 
and Late-
Victorian 

Imperial Defence 
Craig Stockings 
Cambridge University 
Press, 2015, 348pp,   

$59.95. 
Reviewed by John Donovan 

 
Professor Craig Stockings has cast a bright light on 
the troubled career of Lieutenant-General Sir 
Edward Hutton. Like a modern Cassandra, Hutton 
seemed condemned to produce well thought out, 
practical, plans to improve Imperial defence (at least 
as regards Britain and the self-governing colonies) 
while being unable to ensure their implementation. 
Even today many of his ideas, particularly about 
infantry mobility, have resonance. 
 
As Stockings demonstrates, a significant part of the 
problem was Hutton’s own personality. Hutton’s 
failures were often for constitutional reasons that he 
respected in theory, but ignored in practice. His 
difficult personal relationships with political leaders 
in the colonies were a significant obstacle to 
achieving his objectives, while his habit of appealing 
directly to the press, over the heads of his 
constitutional masters, was not particularly helpful. 
 
Hutton regularly warned his British colleagues and 
superiors that the colonies could not be forced to 
commit themselves to binding peacetime 
arrangements. He saw that while leaders in the self-
governing colonies were willing to seek volunteers 
in time of crisis, they would not commit themselves 
at other times, without some control over Imperial 
policy. However, he then pressed the governments 
he worked for to move further than they were 
willing. 
 
Hutton believed that a system of ‘Cooperative 
Empire Defence’ could be based on an Empire-wide 
volunteer militia force comprised largely of mounted 
infantry. This would provide a deployable reserve 
that could be used wherever the Empire was 
threatened. Stockings shows that Hutton’s 
emphasis on mounted infantry developed at Staff 
College, was confirmed by command of a mounted 
infantry company in South Africa in 1881, and 
polished in Egypt and during campaigns against the 
Mahdists. In 1888, in one of his few clear 
successes,  
 
Hutton established a mounted infantry school at 
Aldershot. Stockings shows how Hutton used his 
time as Commandant of the New South Wales 
forces to plan a force based on a split between a 
static Garrison Force and a mobile Field Force. 
Economic problems, and Hutton’s arrogance  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
towards, and impatience with, the compromises 
inherent in politics left his plan incomplete. Similar  
problems ensued during Hutton’s periods in 
command in Canada, and commanding the new 
Australian Army after Federation. The period in 
Canada was particularly difficult, as Hutton 
attempted to reform a politicised militia. However, 
Stockings shows that even though his ‘master plan’  
was never implemented in any of the forces he 
commanded, those forces did benefit from 
improvements to training and organisation that 
Hutton was able to put in place. The closest that 
Hutton came to implementing his dream was as 
commander of the 1st Mounted Infantry Brigade in 
South Africa. Stockings’ discussion of this period 
demonstrates again Hutton’s inability to ‘cooperate 
to succeed’.  
 
As well as falling out with his colonial political 
masters, Hutton also antagonised his British 
superiors. Stockings records that when the ‘Roberts 
Ring’ replaced the ‘Wolseley Ring’ in the War 
Office, the writing was on the wall for both Hutton 
and his ideas. The cavalrymen French and Haig 
later ensured that mounted infantry did not replace 
the cavalry. Even the Australian light horse, given 
the role of mounted infantry by Hutton in 1902, was 
converted to cavalry regiments from late 1917, 
albeit some regiments were again converted to 
motor or machine gun regiments in the late 1930s 
and early 1940s. It would take another war before 
mounted infantry (particularly in the British motor 
battalions, American armoured infantry battalions, 
and Germany panzer grenadiers) became fully 
accepted. Ironically Hutton’s old regiment, the 60th 
Rifles (King’s Royal Rifle Corps), provided many of 
the motor battalions. 
 
Hutton was at the centre of the development of 
Imperial defence policy in the last decade of the 
1800s and the first few years of the 1900s. As 
Stockings demonstrates, however, while Hutton’s 
theories were known in London, the actual course of 
events followed a path based on the work of others. 
Reforms to the British Territorial Army implemented 
after Hutton’s retirement were based on the work of 
others, though they resembled his ideal scheme. 
 
That did not stop Hutton from claiming that he could 
see his ideas in many developments before and 
during the First World War. Despite his failures, 
however, Hutton seems to have been the most 
capable of the men discussed in Jim Wood’s book 
(Chiefs of the Australian Army, 1901-1914, AMHP, 
2006). While the printing standard is excellent, the 
editing is somewhat eccentric for a product of 
Cambridge University Press. The words ‘a’ and ‘the’ 
seem to have been dropped on random occasions 
and there are other quirks. Homonyms seem to 
have been used incorrectly in a couple of places. 
 
 John Donovan worked in the 

Department of Defence for over 
32 years, principally in the fields 
of intelligence, force development 
and resource management. He 
also served for several years in 
the Australian Army Reserve. 
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Continued from September 2015 Newsletter: 
 
could separate a dozen delicate savours from 
boiled pie-melon, the resemblance was there, and 
it can be made into shellac, steering wheels, radio 
cabinets and ornamental mouldings. But I think 
that it was steering wheels and ornamental 
mouldings that the Creator had in mind when He 
fashions this teleological masterpiece. 

But our food problem solved itself in a 
most unwelcome way before we had gone too far. 
Those on the lower decks were crowded into 
small spaces too close to allow for free 
movement, and often too low to allow for sitting 
up. As ventilation was almost zero, the air was 
thick and foul and brought on malaria and 
everything else. On the upper deck where we 
were, malaria was wicked, below it was 
insufferable. I came on board with it and got it 
again just after I got off, being free of it for 
practically the whole voyage, but few could say 
that. Dysentery broke out, a frightful disease 
under these wretched conditions, and it took 
heavy toll of bodies already weak with poor food. 
The shortage of food provided its own cure. 
Bodies swollen with beri-beri and stomachs torn 
with illness could not take the food that was 
issued. 

The guards increased their animal acts as 
the hardships of the voyage increased. The Mad 
Mongrel proved a bit of a villain, but not in 
proportion to his reputation. In fact he saw the 
light early. 

Stackem soon earned a high priority. He 
specialised in mentally propounding new 
regulations which he enunciated by bashing all he 
found not following them until a sufficient number 
woke up to what they were being bashed for to 
make the new regulation known to the ship. We 
felt an easy comfort as we approached the 
harbour at Manila. We did not rejoice at their 
possession of a strong naval base, but were not 
reluctant to take advantage of what protection it 
could afford. The warm comfort shrivelled to 
nothing as we came in towards the land at dusk 
when the sides of our slow craft shook with a 
mechanical rumble. The cruiser out on the left 
was dropping depth charges. 

This near a naval base! what of the open 
sea! We passed up the line of Corrigedor with its 
bomb-wrecked structures of heavy concrete into a 
harbour filled with shipping; grim hulks of wrecks 
nosing out of the green waves where the water 
was shallow. We anchored, we waited and it 
rained. For three whole weeks it rained and for 
three whole weeks we waited. In heavy burst, in 
light sprinkles and in fine spray, it rained, leaving 

the sky a constant 
heavy grey, breaking at 
intervals to make way 
for new black storms 
moving in from the 
horizon, to roll the ship 
violently about its 
anchor. Several times 
we got orders to move. 
Our original convoy left 
without us, for our frail 
craft, even by Japanese 
standards, was too weak to bear the violence of 
the waves, borne across the horizon by black 
storms that raged viciously past. 

We loaded more coal, forcing into the rain 
those that had sheltered in the dusty hold, and 
crowded our small space on the top deck. They let 
some of us shelter in a hold of tallow, open to the 
weather, but giving shelter at one end when the 
wind did not play too much havoc with the rain, 
but mosquitoes thickened the heavy air so much 
that it was better to crouch in the few sheltered 
corners of the deck that remained and catch what 
sleep you could when the clouds thinned out. I 
remembered the eagerness with which we 
counted each star as its faint glow broke through 
the higher clouds, swinging between excitement 
and depression as the number rose and fell, until 
our weariness let us sag into a deep slumber 
while we waited for another gust of rain to rouse 
us. 

The deep hollow of the deck filled with 
thick dirty water, and this would swish from side to 
side as the ship rocked and rolled in the wind. 
When the water was calmer we would scoop the 
deep rust from the centre of the hollow and punch 
further holes in the rotten metal, letting the water 
pour down on the lower deck, flooding them out 
until they made their own holes and let it escape 
right down below. 

We were given turns on loading the coal 
as we had been on filling the bunkers on the trip. 
This was not an unwelcome job for those not too 
sick, for the shifts were short and carried the 
privilege of a wash. The set us to catching flies 
and announced various penalties for failure to 
supply the quota. We usually supplied the quota 
by means of duplication and welding several 
mosquitoes to form one fly. Loading the coal they 
had several Filipinos, lean and ragged fellows, 
who did not hesitate to voice criticism of the New 
Order. Some had held good jobs before the war 
and all had enjoyed good living conditions. 

To be continued…………………..  

NX45804 Driver Herbert James McNAMARA, Carrier Pl, HQ Coy, 2/20 Battalion A.I.F. 
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