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2014 has got off to a “good” start with a whole month going by without a report of the passing of one of our 
members or someone near and dear. Sadly this came to an end with the passing on Monday, 3 February of 
Mrs Marjory Schafer, loved mother of our Assistant Secretary, “Blue” Schafer. Marjory had been in poor 
health for some time but her passing still came as a shock to her large family. Marjory was farewelled in 
Deniliquin on Monday 10 February before a large gathering of family and friends. 
On Saturday, 1 February, Bob Pink and I were very happy to attend the 1/19 RNSWR Officers’ and 
Sergeants’ Mess Regimental Dinner at Romani Barracks, Orange. It was an extremely pleasant evening, 
very well catered by members of the Battalion and attended by a significant number of officers and senior 
NCOs. It was an ideal opportunity to meet with the new Commanding Officer, 1/19 RNSWR – LTCOL Tony 
Ang, his 2IC, MAJ David Horton, and the new RSM, WO1 Brad Doyle. We also had the opportunity to talk 
with the Brigade Commander, BRIG Kathryn Campbell who was making her initial visit to the unit since 
assuming command of the Brigade in January. I have assured LTCOL Ang and the RSM that they can count 
on the support of the Association as they move into their new roles and responsibilities. Before leaving 
Orange we took the opportunity to call on Felicity Jess who was hospitalised in Orange having “spare part 
replacements”. Felicity had recovered remarkably well from her surgery and was looking forward to getting 
back to Cowra.  
15 February was the 72nd anniversary of The Fall of Singapore in 1942 and the 8th Australian Division 
Association conducted their annual commemorative service at the Sydney Cenotaph in the presence of the 
Association Patron, Her Excellency Professor The Honourable Marie Bashir AC CVO, Governor of New 
South Wales. Together with Bob Pink, I represented the Association and was joined by Glen Scriven and his 
daughter Gleness, Margaret Forbes, Sandy Howard, David Ring, Ray Warden, Kevin Connelly, Barry 
Nesbitt, Mary McBeth and Margaret Tanner. It was the usual moving service with the address being given by 
The Honourable Brendan Nelson, Director of the Australian War Memorial and former Minister for Defence. 
Glen Scriven laid the wreath on behalf of 2/19 Battalion AIF. 
15 February was also the 98th birthday of Fred Power. Fred had not long returned home from a spell in 
hospital when his beautiful wife Moira took his place. I had a long conversation with Fred who sounded quite 
hale and hearty. While he has mobility issues he still maintains his independence and is looking forward to 
Moira’s return home. Our thoughts are with both of them ! 
Sadly, this report concludes with more sad news. Wal Williams advised that his wife Helen passed away on 3 
March as a result of complications in surgery to deal with a cracked pelvis. Helen was 85. Helen will be 
farewelled on 11 March. 
With this issue our Honorary Secretary will be reminding you about two very important matters! One is the 
renewal of your subscription. If you haven’t paid as yet - do so pretty smartly. Bob is becoming much less 
forgiving as he ages – unlike a good whisky – and is muttering imprecations against recalcitrants who 
haven’t renewed. Don’t say you were not warned! 
The second matter is ANZAC Day! Although I have said it before it is quite possible that this will be the last 
ANZAC Day Cruise. I hope I am wrong! But to be wrong we need your support. The cruises have been very 
successful for a number of years due largely to the support of a small number. Frailty and death have 
diminished those numbers so we need support from younger members to ensure that this important activity 
continues. Details regarding the changed forming up arrangements are contained elsewhere. I look forward 
to welcoming a record number for ANZAC Day 2014. 
Finally, I want to thank all who have contributed items for the “1/19 RNSWR History Project”. In particular I 
mention former Regimental Sergeant Major Ken Wright and Bev Haines who have contributed large 
numbers of photographs and Lieutenant Colonel Gary Beltrame who has provided a couple of timelines. Don 
Newman and Felicity Jess also kindly contributed back copies of the early “Bush Telegraphs” and photos 
which we were very pleased to receive. With the 50th anniversary of the Battalion’s formation fast 
approaching, and the inevitable passing of many of the early members due to age, it is important that we 
gather this information before it is lost forever. So! Stop procrastinating! Put your recollections down on 
paper – it doesn’t matter how rough it is. The information will be drawn together professionally and we 
MIGHT have a History to celebrate the Battalion’s 50th Birthday! 
Until we meet, which I hope will be in the near future, take care of yourselves and each other. 

Roger Perry 
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MRS Marjory Mary SCHAFER (Nee RADBURN) 
 

Mum was born on the 30 May 1924 at Golden Gully via Carcoar 
NSW and sadly passed away on 3 February 2014. Her father was 
Matthew Mark Radburn of Caloola NSW and her mother Alice Mabel 
Barnes of Trunkey Creek NSW. 

Mum was one of seven children, she had three brothers and 
three sisters and she is the last of that family. Mum married Harold Roy 
Schafer who she met when he was a fettler on the railways at Carcoar 
and had four children who are all present here today 
Mum lost her mother when she was nine and her father when she was 
15 and the family was split up amongst relations, Aunty Freda took in 
Mum I believe until she could fend for herself. 

Mum’s life was long and she and Dad moved around a lot as 
he worked for the railways. They moved from Carcoar to Bathurst 

where they lived in a single bedroom with us four kids and shared a kitchen with two other families, until 
things improved and we moved to Matakana and Roto on the Broken Hill line and she had a house to call 
her own. She then moved to Wyanga and they lived in tents until a house became available then they moved 
to Tocumwal where they both retired and then moved to Deniliquin were they brought a house and finally 
settled to stay in one place. 

Mum went to the Carcoar public school and the Catholic Convent, on leaving school she worked at 
the local hotel and then as a cook at the Carcoar Hospital. 
Whilst in Bathurst she worked as a cook at the local hospital and at Tocumwal she worked at grape and 
tomato picking and then worked for the railways running and cleaning the accommodation barracks. 
They moved to Deniliquin in 1974 to retire and brought a house in River Street for $6250. They hadn't seen 
the house that Nev and Patricia picked out but Dad said he would take it as long as the stack of wood 
stayed. She loved gardening and chatting with the many friends she found in north Deniliquin They lived 
there until Dad passed away in 1982. 

Mum continued to live there until she had a small demountable unit placed on Nev and Pat’s block, 
she was very excited about this as she was able to pick out her own carpets and get new furniture and re pot 
all her bulbs. Mum did not have an easy life and was a battler who always protected her family and did the 
absolute best at all times for them. 

Mum enjoyed her bingo and go racing at the RSL, when she could no longer participate in these 
activites it was always Saturday afternoon for coffee and keno at the club or Sunday lunch for the raffle, and 
if you couldn't take her she would always say "well I'll walk". 

I will miss our cuppa and chats on the verandah with Crunchie at your feet waiting for the last piece 
of biscuit or the froth from the cappucino that you would always spoil him with, to the many crocheted 
blankets that you would ask if the colours were OK. 

Mum was very proud and supportive 
of her children, grandchildren and great 
grandchildren, a mentor and true friend. Mum 
you are a dearly loved mother and will be 
sorely missed, we thank you from the bottom 
of our hearts for being a wonderful wife, Mum, 
Nan and Gran. Rest in peace with Dad All our 
Love xxxxx 

Marjory is survived by her sons and 
daughters-in-law Bryan & Arleen and 
Raymond & Helen and daughters and sons-
in-law Patricia & Neville and Helen & Wayne, 
her grandchildren Michelle & Romano, Scott & 
Sheridan, Christopher & Louise, Matthew & Carly, Rachelle, Paul, Stephen & Theresa and great 
grandchildren Alex, Luke, Dean, Taylor, Kellie, Jorgia, Peyton, Sandra, Jaydon, Billy Jo, Bianca and Emily. 

  
Marjory was farewelled on 10 February 2014 and following a service at the Glenleigh Chapel 

Denliquin, was interred at the Deniliquin General Cemetery.  
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DAY DATE TIME EVENT LOCATION Remarks 

FRI 25 APR 2014 1015 ANZAC DAY SYDNEY 

FORM UP IN PHILLIP STREET 
BETWEEN BENT & BRIDGE STREETS  

 
REUNION VENUE: HARBOUR CRUISE  
(PAYMENT REQUIRED IN ADVANCE) 

MV Southern Star 
Departing Commissioners Steps  

Circular Quay 12:30 pm 
 Returning at 4:30 pm 
Decorations & Medals 

SAT 21 JUNE 2014 TBA 
ROYAL NEW SOUTH WALES REGIMENT 

OFFICERS’ DINNER 
VENUE TBA 

Details from RNSWR 
Regimental Secretary 
LTCOL Don SHEARMAN 
Phone: 03 8481 7059 (B) 
Fax:     03 8481 7054 (B) 

Mobile: 0428 657 806 
don.shearman1@defence.gov.au 

SUN 22 JUNE 2014 1000 
ROYAL NEW SOUTH WALES REGIMENT 

ANNUAL CHURCH PARADE 

St Swithun’s  
Anglican Church, Cnr 

Telegraph & Merrivale Rds 
PYMBLE NSW 

Decorations & Medals 

SAT 28 JUNE 2014 1800 
ROYAL NEW SOUTH WALES REGIMENT 

WO’s/SNCO’s DINNER 

SCHOOL OF INFANTRY 
SERGEANTS’ MESS 

SINGLETON 

Mess Dress / Coat & Tie 
Miniature medals 

Overnight accommodation & 
breakfast available 

SUN 06 JULY 2014 0930 
RESERVE FORCES DAY MARCH 

SYDNEY 

Assemble  
Hyde Park South for 

march down Macquarie – 
Hunter - & Phillip Streets 

REUNION VENUE:  
NSW Leagues Club Phillip St 

 near Martin Place.  
Decorations & Medals 

FRI 15 AUG 2014 1045 VICTORY OVER JAPAN DAY SYDNEY CENOTAPH 

Refreshments after Service at the 
Combined Services RSL 
5-7 Barrack St SYDNEY 
Decorations & Medals 

   AGM  WEEKEND – ORANGE NSW 
                 ORANGE EX SERVCES CLUB 
                  Anson Street ORANGE NSW 

 

FRI 31 OCT 2014 1800 MEET & GREET FUNCTION                   
                              ORANGE EX SERVCES CLUB 
                                241 Anson Street ORANGE NSW 

 
Accommodation is likely to be limited in Orange on the 
weekend of the AGM due to the conduct of Wine Week. 

 
The Association has reserved 25 rooms at the  
Templers Mill Motel which is co-located with 

 Orange ex Services Club 
Reservations/details Tele: (02) 6362 5611 

SAT 1 NOV 2014 1100 WREATH LAYING CEREMONY  

SAT 1 NOV 2014 1400 PRESENTATION (Topic TBA) 

SAT 1 NOV 2014 1500 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

SAT 1 NOV 2014 1800 AGM REUNION DINNER 

SUN 2 NOV 2014  Return Travel Home   

TUE 11 NOV 2014 1045 REMEMBRANCE DAY SYDNEY CENOTAPH 

Refreshments after Service at the 
Combined Services RSL 
5-7 Barrack St SYDNEY 
Decorations & Medals 

ASSOCIATION PATRONS & OFFICE BEARERS 
PATRON & LIFE MEMBER Lieutenant Colonel P.E.M. (Peter) McGUINNESS, MBE, RFD, ED 
PATRON    Colonel B.E. (Brian) MARTYN, RFD 
HONORARY CHAPLAIN     Lieutenant Colonel Reverend Chaplain Canon C.G. (Colin) AIKEN, OAM, RFD, ChStJ 
CHANCELLOR   Philip GERBER, LL.M., M.Crim.  
 

 
PRESIDENT: 
R.J. (Roger) PERRY 
GPO Box 890 SYDNEY NSW 2001 
Telephone: 02 9363 2439 
Mobile:       0414 961 969 
Facsimile:  02 9328 3319 
Email:roger.perry@bigpond.com 
 
VICE PRESIDENT  & PUBLICITY OFFICER: 
M.J. (Mick) PASS 
15 Gwydir St BATEAU BAY NSW 2261 
Telephone:02 4332 4993 
Mobile:       0412 993 417 
Email: michaeljpass@optusnet.com.au 
 
HONORARY SECRETARY & NEWSLETTER EDITOR: 
R.J. (Bob) PINK, OAM 
P.O. Box 224 INGLEBURN NSW 1890 
Telephone: 02 8747 0941 
Mobile:       0414 907 427 
Email: bob.pink@optusnet.com.au 
 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY: 
B.J. (Bryan) SCHAFER JP 
42 Delaunay St INGLEBURN NSW 2565 
Telephone: 02 9605 5841 
Mobile:        0412 432 464 
Email: blues@tadaust.org.au 

 
TREASURER: 
R.J. (Joy) NEWTON RN BHSc 
146 Fragar Rd SOUTH PENRITH NSW 2750 
Email: newbraeton@virginbroadband.com.au 
 
ASSISTANT TREASURER: 
R.W. (Bob) WEIR 
13 Jason Close SINGLETON NSW 2330 
Telephone: 02 6573 4227 
Mobile:        0408 639 168 
Email:bob.weir@bigpond.net.au  
 
ASSOCIATION HISTORIAN: 
G.P. (Geoff) BRADDON, OAM, JP 
“Briar Corner” CARCOAR NSW 2791 
Telephone & Facsimile: 02 6367 3139 
Mobile: 0457 898 063 
Email : g.braddon@bigpond.com  
 
MERCHANDISING & MEMORABILIA:  
R.N. (Ray) WARDEN 
3 Avery Way NARELLAN VALE NSW 2567 
Telephone: 02 4647 7670 
Mobile:        0407 055 448 
Email:  ray.warden4@bigpond.com 
 

 

 

WEBSITE MANAGER: 
J.B. (John) FOGARTY, RFD JP AFAIM 
82 Woodburn Street 
BERALA NSW 2141 
Telephone: 02 9649 3336 Mobile: 0418 458 957 
Email: john.fogarty@optusnet.com.au 
 

COMMITTEE: 
J.A. (John) ELLIOTT 
“Moira Plains” 
WILCANNIA NSW 2836 
Telephone: 08 8091 9492 
Email: BlackHat2000@bigpond.com 
 
K.W. (Kev) JONES, OAM 
9 Potaroo Place 
TOWNSEND NSW 2463 
Telephone: 02 6645 5474 
Mobile:        0419 164 411 
Email: thebigthree@bigpond.com 
 
HONORARY AUDITOR: 
D. (Dennis) ZALUNARDO, OAM JP 
1 Jacaranda Ave BAULKHAM HILLS NSW 2153 
Telephone: 02 9639 4673 
Mobile:        0418 230 446 
Email:dandpzal@bigpond.com  
 
 

 
ASSOCIATION WEBSITE ADDRESS:  http//www.rnswr.com.au  
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IN PHILLIP STREET 
BETWEEN 

BENT & BRIDGE STREETS 
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CRUISE PACKAGE Includes:- 
Personalised event co-ordinator to 
assist you in the planning of your 
celebration  
Exclusive charter of the Southern   
   Star for 4 hours cruising the 
   sheltered  waters of Sydney 
   Harbour 
Cruise director on board to assist   
   and ensure our event is seamless  
You will be greeted upon 
    boarding with COLD beverages 
All Occasion Banquet with the 
    inclusion of Fresh Prawns 

Unlimited beverage package to 
include local tap Beers, 

Australian 
Red, White & Sparkling Wine, 
Soft drinks, Juice and Water 

Upper and Lower level will be set  
    up to our specific requirements 
Professional uniformed crew 
    providing exceptional service 
 

M E N U 
Canapés on Arrival 

 
From the Buffet 

Grilled Chicken breast with honey mustard sauce 
Fresh Prawns 

Antipasto platter of cured meats, marinated 
vegetables and cheeses 

Penne pasta tossed in fresh tomato,  
garlic, and basil 

Linguine with porcini and mixed mushroom sauce 
with a touch of fresh cream, 

Parsley and Parmesan 
Au-gratin (baked thin slices of potato with onion, 

garlic and cheese) 
Baby spinach with roasted pumpkin, semi-dried 

tomatoes and fire-roasted capsicum 
Mixed Garden salad - Salad of mixed greens with 

cherry tomatoes, cucumber, 
Spanish onion, olives and herbed vinaigrette 

Crisp, freshly baked dinner rolls 
 

From the Dessert Buffet 
Chef’s selection of cakes served  

with whipped cream 
Banquet platter of seasonal fruits 

 
Freshly brewed tea and coffee 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

  
  
 

PLEASE COMPLETE & RETURN THE REPLY PROFORMA 
ENCLOSED WITH THIS NEWSLETTER WITH YOUR 

PAYMENT TO: 
THE HON SECRETARY Bob PINK  

PO BOX 224 INGLEBURN NSW 1890 BY 11 APRIL 2014 
Telephone: 0414 907 427 or  

President Roger PERRY 0414 961 969 

PICK UP: 12:30 PM following the ANZAC Day 
March at the usual Embarkation point at 

COMMISSIONER’S STEPS CIRCULAR QUAY 

                         returning to Circular Quay at 4:30 PM 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The MV Southern Star is a 2 storey catamaran and has all the features required 
for a function encapsulating stylish elegance with its own distinctive charm. It 
has the capacity for 200 passengers with ease without losing the intimacy for 

smaller groups. The vessels large wrap around external decks offer 360 degrees 
view of Sydney Harbour, at every turn.  We have been afforded a special price 
of $90 per person (usually $120 per person which includes the vessel’s All 

Occasions Banquet and Unlimited Beverage Package together with exclusive 

charter for the Association on the day. Note: Last year’s quote from a 

prominent Cruise vessel was $75 per head (minimum of 70 persons) and did not 

include refreshments ! which were extra. 
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                                                                   TO 
                                           Brigadier Paul Thomas BLOOD, AM, RFD  
 
                                 AWARDED MEMBER OF THE ORDER OF AUSTRALIA  
                        IN THE MILITARY DIVISION -  AUSTRALIA DAY HONOURS 2014 

                FOR EXCEPTIONAL SERVICE AS COMMANDER OF THE 5TH BRIGADE. 
                                             

Brigadier Blood's significant contributions to the operational capability 
of the Army Reserve have been exceptional. Through his foresight, 
leadership and commitment, he drove operational capability and 
readiness within the 5th Brigade to achieve outstanding results. An 
exceptional leader, he demonstrated his outstanding command and 
management abilities to underpin the 5th Brigade's successful 
contributions to both off-shore operations and domestic disaster relief 
missions.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
TO PEGGY & ALLAN  
     DRINKWATER  
who were married at St Stephen’s Church 
Newtown NSW on Sat 19 DEC 1953 
celebrated their   
60TH WEDDING ANNIVERSARY  

on 19 DEC 2013. Peggy & Allan pictured at 
Bardia Barracks, Edmonson Park on 23 
FEB 14 with BRIG John CROZIER AM CSM 

Pleased to report that Fred POWER has returned home after 
a spell  in hospital, however no sooner was he home than his 
dear wife Moira suffered a fall at home and is recovering in 
the Rehab unit at Shoalhaven Hospital.  
 
David SMALL is back in harness following a back injury which 
has caused a relocation to Young NSW from Boorowa and a 
change of occupation which has also meant he has had to 
give up his Captaincy of the local Fire & Rescue where he 
was the Station Commander and served for over 20 years. 
Dave has asked that his Best Wishes be passed on to all 
Association members and hopes to attend ANZAC Day in 
Sydney. 

 
Felicity JESS pictured at right in Orange Hospital following 
very successful knee surgery with President Roger PERRY on 
one of his vistiations to the sick 
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FRONTLINE  
 

     

CONGRATULATIONS 
 

TO BOB BAK OAM JP & GLADYS BAK OAM JP ON THEIR 
AWARDS OF THE MEDAL OF THE ORDER OF AUSTRALIA  

IN THE AUSTRALIA DAY HONOURS 26 JANUARY 2014 
 
                                            
                                                       26 January 2014 

 
A STOIC Bob Bak doesn’t pull punches when he talks about the advocacy work he 

does for our Australian Defence Force (ADF) personnel that has become the purpose of his 
life. 
He and wife Gladys have made a formidable team since founding the Integrated Servicepeople’s Association 
of Australia in 2000, which deals with ensuring ex-defence force personnel are receiving their correct 
government entitlements and pensions. 

 He is straightforward, self-assertive and knows that behind any blanket of jingoistic patriotism, ex-
servicemen and women, along with their families, deserve to be given their dues for serving our country. 
“It’s tough for them,” Bethungra-based Mr Bak said, who today, along with Gladys, will be recognised with a 
Medal of the Order of Australia (OAM). 

“A lot of people talk about the emotional, but there is also the logistical – our soldiers who are hurt 
either physically or psychologically need money and support to lead 
functional lives.” 

The couple have a long association with the military; Mr Bak 
served from the age of 17 to 37, being deployed to Singapore in that time, 
before retiring in 2002.  Mr Bak said it was the culture of brute physical 
and mental strength that concerned him, with serving soldiers unwilling to 
list illness or injury gained while serving, which compromises their 
standard of living once discharged. 
“[In civilian life] we can make a claim if we are injured at work and the 
ADF should be no different,” Mr Bak said. The couple – who work as a 
team day-in, day-out - say they each bring different skills to their work, 
with both obvious equals, Gladys brings a calming influence, often dealing 
with initial consultations and new research ideas. 

Together, the couple have volunteered at the Bethungra War 
Memorial Dawn Service, the Junee Reefs War Memorial upgrade, as well 

as supported the Legacy and Local Occupational Therapists and the Vietnam Veterans Counselling Service. 
Now, the pair currently self-produce the Integrated Servicepeople’s Association’s Helping All 
That Served (HATS) magazine, which shares knowledge of legislation and best practice 
methods for claims. 

Bob and Gladys both said they would like a greater spotlight given to the plight of our 
injured soldiers for their own good. “We don’t want the good men and women who served this 
country sitting by a river unable to deal with their problems,” Mr Bak said, Gladys agreeing. 
“But if it’s going to be highlighted then it needs to be truthful, because the truth matters.”  
 
 

  

 

 

GLADYS & BOB BAK 
(Photo by Michael Frogley) 

   REPRINT OF THE GRIM GLORY $150 copy 
Following further encouraging interest from Members a further 
reprint of 15 copies are currently in the process of being printed 
(at the old price) and should be available in late April – mid May 
2014.  Of the 15 being printed 8 have already been “spoken” for 
(some waiting 6 years and we thank those members for their 
patience and understanding). This will leave 7 copies for 

general sale to the membership,  
If you wish to purchase a copy please send $150.00 to The Hon Secretary 1/19 RNSWR 
Association PO Box 224 INGLEBURN NSW 1890 
together with your postal address.    (FIRST IN – FIRST SERVED) 
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It is a pleasure to once again acknowledge the generosity of 

the following members which is gratefully received. 
 Our Thanks folks ! 

 

SGT Rick AVERY JP MAJ Bob LIDDEN RFD 

MR Robert BARDSLEY MRS Maureen LONG 

LTCOL Gary BELTRAME RFD JP SQNLDR Alan LYONS 

LCPL Geoffrey BLAIR MR David MARINER 

MRS Diana BLAND MRS Mary McBETH 

PTE Ian CANNOCK MR Norman McDONALD 

MAJ Barry CHAPMAN 
 
ED MB BS FRACP FCSANZ  

FICA FRSM RACI 
MRS Coralie MOWBRAY 

MR Fred CLARK WO2 Ray MULLER 

LCPL Bradley COLLIS WO2 Roger PERRY 

MR Charles EDWARDS MR Joe PICKUP 

MRS Nancy ELLIOTT MAJ John RALPH RFD 

MR Tony FANNING MR Francis RICHARDSON 

MAJ Ken FITZGERALD RFD PTE David RING 

MRS Marj FLACK LTCOL Geoffrey STEVENTON MBE RFD 

CPL Edward GIFFORD MRS Jean TEERMAN 

WO2 Martin HANSON JP MR John WALSH PSM JP 

MRS Lynette HISCOX CPL Phil WILLMOTT 

MS Christine HORROCKS PTE Anton YUSWAK 

MRS Beryl IRWIN CAPT Dennis ZALUNARDO OAM JP 

MR Maurice LAYTON    

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

A very warm and sincere welcome is extended to the following new members 
    who have joined since the last newsletter:  

MRS Betty GARRAD NAMBOUR QLD 

MRS Beryl IRWIN ORANGE NSW 

MRS Mary McBETH NORTH RYDE NSW 

MR Frank RICHARDSON MANSFIELD QLD 
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I was 20 years old when I first met Zeke 
He was older than me but still at his peak. 
The Army life seemed to suit him back then, 
And he looked after his boys like an old mother hen. 
 
He was sarcastic and dry, but full of good fun, 
And no better soldier ever carried a gun. 
His locker was crammed with suits and fine clothes. 
There were none better - dressed when an occasion arose. 
 
He excelled at Rugby and was as fit as the rest. 
His complete Army skills could outstrip the best. 
And he could out-spin the best in the land. 
When out on the town I had seen him first hand. 
 
A plantation owner in Malaya no less, 
What he would be next time was anyone’s guess! 
People believed every word that he said, 
As he played out each part off the top of his head. 
 
We travelled by train to Newcastle one night. 
He was worried about some-one that he had to fight. 
So at Fassifern he opened his case to reveal 
All this medical gear, up till now he’d concealed. 
 
There were bandages that he wrapped, all round his head. 
A full plaster cast that went on his left leg. 
His right arm in plaster was held by a sling. 
He looked like a patient from the Emergency Wing. 
 
“A real bad car accident!” he said with a smile. 
“That should keep him at bay for awhile!” 
There was nothing this digger wouldn’t do for a joke. 
Good - natured, good- humoured, he was that kind of bloke. 
 
In South Vietnam he was wounded, more dead than alive, 
Only Zeke had the strength and the will to survive. 
As a young soldier’s mentor, none were finer than he. 
I salute you Roy Mundine, you’re a legend to me 
 
© Bill Charlton 
2013  
From 5 RAR WEBSITE
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It’s tattered and torn but the 
symbolism of this Australian flag is 
etched in the nation’s war history. 
The flag belonged to the 2/19th 
Battalion of the Eighth Division 
whose members were among the 
15,000 Australian prisoners interred 
for the duration of the war. The flag 
was given to Gunnedah man Alec 
Priest (22nd Infantry Brigade) for 
safekeeping in 1967 when the 
Eighth Division Memorial Drive 
avenue of trees was opened. 

Contributed by SGT Tuck WILSON 
GUNNEDAH NSW 

From the Namoi Valley Independent September 1, 2011 

FROM SGT Alan HAYWARD 
ESK, QLD 

The above photo was taken somewhere 
near Holsworthy before I was called 
back to Papua New Guinea ! If it is 
printed in the Newsletter who knows – 
someone might recognise me. 
All the Best 
Alan 

Contributed by SGT Tuck WILSON 
GUNNEDAH NSW 

From the Namoi Valley Independent September 1, 2011 
From Peg WILLIAMS 

OAKEY QLD 
Dear Bob 
 
Thought you would like a couple of 
cards. I have been sorting out a few 
things and Legacy & Vet Affair Welfare 
have been pretty good to me. Gordon’s 
funeral service was in Toowoomba on 
12 June 2013 and he was cremated in 
13 June. His family – his sister Betty 
and her daughter and 3 of Stuart’s sons 
came up from NSW. 
I did my best thanks to the late John 
Casey and I don’t have any worries 
money wise. 
All for now and Best Wishes to all 

Regards 
Peg 
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Introduction by the Regimental Colonel — BRIGADIER Paul M. COUCH CSC RFD 
Welcome to the final newsletter for 2013. I hope to find the update of some use to you and welcome any suggestions as 
to format or content that any members of the Regiment may wish to make. It is proposed to produce at lease two (2) 
newsletters each year. All contributions are welcome and may include items of interest to the Regiment, updates on 
Battalion Activities, post activity reports, significant stories relating to members of the Regiment etc. In the meantime, I 
take this opportunity to wish all members of the Regiment a holy and happy Christmas and New Year. 
 
Colonel Commandant Infantry  NSW 
Some recent changes have occurred to the proposed new regime replacing the existing Honorary Colonel and 
Regimental Colonel appointments. 
You will recall that it was proposed that from the 1 Jul 2013 all positions of Regimental Colonel and Honorary Colonel 
of Regiments within the Australian Army would be abolished. A position of Colonel Commandant Infantry NSW was 
to be created to replace the Regimental Colonels. Infantry NSW includes the RNSWR and UNSWR. A separate 
position was to be created to SUR. The amended proposal now provides for the retention of the State Governors as 
being the representative of the State Regiments with the title of "State Governor". 
Given that there is to be only one appointment to each Regiment, it is proposed that there will be no Regimental 
Colonel/Colonel Commandant for the RNSWR. Instead a senior retired officer will be appointed as Colonel 
Commandant UNSWR and will also carry out the duties formally carried out by the Regimental Colonel RNSWR. 
The proposal is yet to be signed off by the Chief of the Army. 
 
Appointments within the Regiment 
New Commanding Officer appointments commencing in Jan 2014 are as follows:- 
1/19 RNSWR   - LT COL ANTHONY ANG   
2/17 RNSWR   - LTCOL JAMES McGANN  
41 RNSWR      - LTCOL DONALD QUINN 
Congratulations to these Officers on their appointment to Unit Comd, a great positing for any officer, and best wishes 
from all members of the Regiment. 
 
Congratulations  
Congratulations to COL Peter Connor on his appointment as COMD 9 BDE which has its Headquarters in Adelaide and 
to COL Kathryn Campbell on her appointment as COMD 5 BDE. COL Connor has been a member of the Regiment for 
many years and was the former CO of 2/17 RNSWR. COL Campbell has long been a supporter of the Regiment and 
many will remember her husband, COL John Brennan, a former CO 1/19 RNSWR. COL Campbell is a former CO of 
SUR. Both of these appointments by the Chief of the Army are to be applauded and the RNSWR wishes both these 
officers every success in their new appointments. 
 
Regimental Trust – Travelling Scholar 
Two offers of a posting for our Travelling Scholars for 2013 and 2014 have been received from our Allied Regiments, 
namely the Royal Welsh Regiment and the Royal Newfoundland Regiment. The selection process is almost completed 
and the postings will both take place in 2014. 
 
Dates to remember for 2014 
1. Soudan Dinner – Senior Officers Mixed Dining in Friday Night 07 Mar 2014 
2. Officers’ Regimental Dinner Saturday 21 Jun 2014 
3. Regimental Church Service – to be held at St. Swithun’s Church, Pymble 
               - Duty BN 2/17 RNSWR 22 Jun 2014 
4. WO/SNCO Regimental Dinner Saturday 28 JUN 2014  
               - School of Infantry Sergeants’ Mess Singleton   

CONTACT DETAILS 
Regimental Colonel Brigadier Paul M. COUCH, CSC, RFD PO Box 38 CUNDLETON NSW 2430 pmcouch50@bigpond.com 
Regimental Secretary LTCOL Don SHEARMAN, RFD 10 Raglan St RESEARCH VIC 3095           don.shearman@defence.gov.au 
Regimental Treasurer MAJ John HITCHEN, RFD 28 Village High Rd VAUCLUSE NSW 2030       johnhitchen@three.com.au 

Regimental Warrant Officer WO1 Warren BARNES PO Box 1065 SINGLETON NSW 2230          warren,barnes@defence.gov,au 

mailto:pmcouch50@bigpond.com
mailto:don.shearman@defence.gov.au
mailto:johnhitchen@three.com.au
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An amusing story from the Grenadier Guards Adjutant in reply to an enquiry from 
the Army Legal Service from our Eastern Suburbs correspondent ! 

  
Sir, All, 
  
When submitting the Concept of Operations to TFH HQ (HQ Task Force Helmand) for an Op due to 
commence in a few days, the LEGAD (Legal Adviser – Army Legal Service) when reviewing the ROE (Rules 
of Engagement) wrote to the TFH Battle Captain with the following email: 
  
Marc, 
  
Just one issue. 
 
 ROE para states: “421-4 (the right to open fire before being fired at) rests with INKM Coy Comd, The 
Captain of the Queen’s Coy…” 
 Is the Captain of the Queen’s Company some bizarre Gren Gds title? Is it actually an OF3 (a Major)? If, on 
the other hand The Captain is a Captain, then we need HQ permission to delegate offensive force below 
OF3 level. 
  
  
Marc Tyers forwarded the above to Slothy (AKA Captain James Shaw, GREN GDS) and asked him to sort 
the confusion out as the Liaison Officer for us in TFH. 
  
Slothy’s reply to Marc was: 
  
My dear Marc, 
  
 The Captain of the Sovereign’s Company, currently the Queen’s Company, is a Major and is Officer 
Commanding. The Company Commander is the reigning Sovereign, currently Her Majesty the Queen. Her 
Majesty chooses not to command her Company on a daily basis but has delegated this authority to her 
Officer Commanding, currently Major Piers Ashfield, who is addressed as The Captain. Despite this 
delegated command Her Majesty still retains a close personal interest in her Company and will receive 
reports from The Captain during the tour. 
  
 Although Her Majesty may choose, as Company Commander, to apply for a 421- 4 strike, this scenario is 
unlikely and may have constitutional ramifications. Therefore I can confirm that The Captain, Major Piers 
Ashfield, is an OF3 and 421- 4 can rest with him. 

 
 To avoid confusion, there is also The 
Second Captain, who is a Captain, 
and therefore not qualified, but we can 
save that for another day. 
  
 Yours Ever, 
  
 James 



 

14 

  

  

 

 

 

 

No. 848338 SERGEANT Harold “Mick” MADDERSON 
 
Born 30 May 1919 in Hitchin, Hertfordshire, England 
Passed away with leukemia 4 August 1991 in South Africa 
 
Served: 
135 FIELD REGIMENT – Royal Artillery (East Anglican) (Herts Yeomanry) 
344 Hitchin Battery formed in Sept 39 

18th Infantry Division served Singapore. 
 
Captured in Singapore.  He was in Touchan and Touchan S. and somehow 
linked up with the 2/19th Battalion AIF there, under Major Newton.  He was 
known as Mick Madderson. 

  
He was on the Rakuyo Maru and ended up in FUKUOKA – 25B – SHINKAI 
 Fukuoka Dispatch Camp #67 Tanour. This we know as fact.  We have found 
him listed here. How he got from England ?, how he got to Singapore ?, to 
Touchan,? rescued - we think he went on Kibitsu Maru to Japan - back to 
England - there are lots of unknowns.  (I am trying to research official archives 
here in England). 
 
I recently discovered a letter written by Dad to the authors of 'Return from the River Kwai" and my brother, 
cousin and I are now trying to put the pieces into the puzzle.  I also came across a copy of the 2/19th 
Battalion AIF Newsletter in which he had a letter.  I then tried to find the magazine on the internet and ended 
up finding Reg & Joy Newton.  Thinking this might be Reg, I sent an email, and Joy replied.  I thought that 
was amazing in itself - two daughters making contact who had fathers together in Siam during the horrors of 
the 'Railway".  
 
I have attached a photo of Dad in uniform – He wrote a letter published in the 2/19th Battalion AIF 
Association Newsletter  VOL 25 No. 4 DECEMBER 1984. Dad had a reply from Major Newton. 
 
I sourced the latest copy of Frontline on the internet. I would love to have any relevant information or contact 
websites or whatever resources you might have, that could shed light on anything from Singapore to Japan 
and after.  I know Dad was directly involved and served with the Australians with Reg Newton, and the 
Aussies and British were together all the way - so maybe someone can give me some information which 
would help me to find enough information to write 'The Adventures of Granddad' (a wish of his in a letter I 
found) for Dad's grandchildren. 

My address, in the UK is:  
 
Mrs Janet HALLICK 
7 Edgecombe House 

Whitlock Drive 

Southfields SW19 5SL 

London ENGLAND 

UK Tel no:  0044 79 0481 9402 

EMAIL: jehallick@gmail.com 
I do spend time in South Africa but the above will reach me. 
Email is great - the one given. 
Thank you so much.  I would really appreciate any assistance you are able to give. 
Many, many thanks. 
May their memory live on. 
 

Best wishes 
Janet (Hallick)  eldest daughter of Harold Madderson 

mailto:jehallick@gmail.com
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From Association member CAPT Bill EDWARDS (Museum Volunteer) 
 

Readers of “Front Line” will be interested to learn of the recent acquisition by the Infantry Museum of some 
of the most modern infantry weapons in current production. These weapons have been provided by Heckler 
and Hoch, Germany, after having been imported to Australia for evaluation by the Australian Defence Force 
and some law enforcement agencies.  
 
These weapons consist of the latest 5.56mm calibre submachine guns, assault rifles, and machine guns and 
40mm grenade launcher systems. The collection was put together by Heckler and Koch to demonstrate the 
capabilities of the weapons as well as the technology used and the high degree of interchangeability within 
the weapon family. 
 
The new weapons are not yet on public display, but form a part of the larger collection of infantry weapons 
maintained by the Museum as a study resource for those who research and review the history and traditions 
of Australian Infantry. It is envisaged that some of these new weapons will be displayed when the current 
exhibition is reviewed.  

The Museum now has substantial number of items in its infantry weapons inventory, as used by both 
Australian forces and past enemies, and it is impossible to display all of these to the public at one time. Most 
of the weapons have been rendered inoperable but some are maintained in working condition for students of 
the military arts. 
 
The weapons range in age from muzzle 
loading muskets from the 18th century 
through to the latest technology in 
assault weaponry from Heckler and 
Koch. They range in type from anti tank 
guns to grenade launchers, heavy 
machine guns to light submachine guns, 
large calibre sniper rifles to small bore 
target rifles, and heavy revolvers to 
concealable pistols.  
 
The Australian Army Infantry Museum at 
Singleton has existed now for 102 years 
in various locations, having been 
initiated in 1911 by the then Major 
Francis Heritage at Randwick. It was 
moved to Singleton as part of the 
relocation of the School of Infantry in 
1973 and into the current new building in 
2012. The Museum forms part of a 
network of 17 Regional and Corps 
museums operated by the Australian 
Army History Unit. 
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Association member Roy MUNDINE, OAM, attended the Unveiling and Dedication of the Memorial on 
Sunday 10 November 2013 
 
Many Australians do not realise that Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander men and women have served in 
every war in which Australia has been involved. They have been involved in every conflict and most peace-
keeping missions from the Boer War to the current day in Afghanistan. Regrettably it is not possible to 
accurately determine how many Australian Aboriginal people have served in the Australian Defence Force. 
That is because Government policy has varied over time. At various points Aboriginal people were 
discouraged or prohibited from enlisting - prompting those who wished to enlist to remain silent about their 
cultural heritage. While it is known that significant numbers of Aboriginal people served, identifying them in 
service records that did not record Aboriginality is difficult but is the subject of ongoing research. Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander soldiers have been decorated for gallantry, wounded in action and been taken as 
prisoners of war. Many lost their lives and, tragically, they lie forever in foreign lands away from their 
"country". The Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander War Memorial was first conceived in 2007. The task of 
fundraising was approached in earnest in 2012 and the required funds were raised. The generosity of all 
Australians was a sure testament to the perceived merit of the memorial. It is hoped that the memorial will, in 
due course, be afforded national status. The Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander War Memorial truly 
recognises the significant  contribution made by Aboriginal and Torres  Strait Islander people towards the 
security  of our nation in times of great peril. It draws together the final threads of the rich tapestry of 
remembrance that is so much a part of the ANZAC spirit and, more broadly, what it means to be Australian.   
 
The Memorial    
The memorial comprises a number of elements. The Ceremonial Centre 
features culturally significant elements including a Coolamon, the 
Rainbow Serpent and a granite boulder that intersects the Memorial   
Wall and connects the surrounding grassed area with the Ceremonial 
Centre. The Coolamon is the central artefact to hold the ritual fire that will 
be lit to honour and remember those who have served. The Rainbow 
Serpent is a national symbol that tells the story of the creation period. To 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people the creator spirit is presented 
in a variety of physical forms, most notably in the physical   
representation of the Rainbow Dreaming Serpent. The memorial rock 
demonstrates the   Aboriginal people's connection to land, stories, to 
each other and their close connection to the past. Inside the war 
memorial rock lives an ancestral being who safeguards and protects the 
memorial. Adjacent to the Ceremonial Centre, and  elevated upon a large 
granite boulder, stand  two bronze guardian figures representing 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander servicemen and servicewomen.The 
memorial commemorates service in the Royal Australian Navy, 
Australian Army, the Royal Australian Air Force and the Merchant Navy, 
which is acknowledged through the inclusion of the service emblems.    
 
The Memorial site   
The site chosen for the memorial has two significant, culturally diverse historical aspects. Before European 
settlement the area around the River Torrens was named Karrawirraparri by the local Aboriginal people, the 
Kaurna (literally 'Red Gum Forest River'). The Torrens was and still is important to the Kaurna because of 
the shelter afforded by the red gums and the food obtained from them. They fished, hunted and gathered 
and held ceremonies there. The Torrens Parade Ground is the memorial heartland of our State. It has long-
standing military association dating back to colonial days and has been used as an assembly point for troops 
departing on active service, and as a base for many army units. 
 
The Memorial artists 
Ms Lee-Ann Tjunypa Buckskin. Ms Michelle Nikou and Mr Tony Rosella developed the concept and design 
for the memorial and oversaw its development and installation on site. Sculptor Robert Hannaford completed 
the modelling and sculpting of the figures. Tim Thomson cast the figures in bronze. 
 
Project Management 
Mr Barry Forrest, JMB Project Management 
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FROM Charles EDWARDS (NX35590 - 2/19 BATTALION AIF)  
On 7th August 2013 I received a letter from Yoshitaka Aiknoto Ambassador and Plenipotentiary of 

Japan to Australia extending an invitation to join three others on a trip to Japan on the Japanese, Australian 
Prisoner of War Friendship Program. 

As we were all over ninety we were able to take a carer. For personal reasons my wife did not want 
to make the trip so my grand-daughter Carolyn Archibald agreed to accompany me. She is a very capable 
young lady, has travelled over seas and is well acquainted with airport procedure, and piloted me through to 
the boarding of the plane with me sitting in a "walker". 
The other three were Adye Rockliff from 
Tasmania, (2/3 MG Bn AIF) Alexander White 
from New South Wales (2/19 Bn AIF), and 
George call me "Peter" Dickson from 
Queensland (2/29 Bn AIF), and their carers. 

Adye and I and our carers flew to Cairns 
where we met the other two and spent the night 
there. The next morning we flew on a 
longitudinal flight to Narita the Tokyo airport. 
Tokyo is on roughly the same longitude as 
Adelaide so there was no fear of jet lag. The 
flight was event-less except for the very good 
dinner and the pilot was female. 

DAY I. At all times we were 
accompanied by a nurse an interpreter, and a 
media person. A tour of the amazing city of 
Tokyo with a population of 30 million. The city is almost all high rise and the low rise are twenty to thirty 
stories high. Clean, no graffiti, no road rage no traffic accidents. The people polite to a degree smiling and 
courteous. 
Taken to the Edo Tokyo museum, then to the Australian Embassy where we met not the ambassador, he 
was in Canberra conferring with the new Foreign Affairs Minister Julie Bishop but his deputy Mr Toni Connor, 
and the Armed Services Attache Group Captain John Harwood, and his deputy, (Naval) Lieutenant 
Commander Scott ?? (I've forgotten his name). 
They told us that in two days time we would be taken to the Yokohama War Cemetery, and they would be 
conducting the service and we would be among people we had already met. 

DAY 2. A visit to the Japanese Foreign Ministry where we met His Excellency the Foreign Minister 
Mr Kishida. The Japanese officials did not speak English so we had to speak to an interpreter in short 
sentences for the interpreters to make a true interpretation of what we were saying. The Minister said that 
they were honoured to have ex-P.O.W. in their presence, then asked us if we would except his apologies for 
the treatment meted out to us by the Imperial Japanese Army in World War II. I replied that I could not accept 
his apologies for the horrors, atrocities and crimes that the I.J.A. had committed against fellow human 
beings, as well as the treatment that was meted out to we P.O.W. on the building of the Thai-Burma Railway. 
He nodded and then came and shook hands with me. 

DAY 3. Taken to the Yokohama War Cemetery, about 30 kilometres west of Tokyo, where we met 
the Australian Embassy Staff, also the Chaplain of the American Seventh Fleet Captain John Shimotsu, an 
American born Japanese. He conducted a very emotional service before the Cross of Sacrifice. The Ode 
was recited by the Deputy-Ambassador, Toni Connor. The four ex-POW  laid wreaths and the carers a 
bouquet of white flowers. All this to the Lament played on the pipes by a British piper Frank Hunter. 

There are the graves of 277 known and 3 unknown Australians in the cemetery. When the service 
was over Carolyn went and found the grave of NX 35965 Private Douglas Craig one of my old (young mates 
he was only 23) we laid a sprig of rosemary on his grave. He was beaten to death by one of the guards in 
Ohama. 
We were also introduced to the Curator of the beautifully manicured cemetery Mr. Kobayashi. We were then 
taken to the afternoon tent where a delicious afternoon tea was served. Here Group Captain John Harwood 
the Military Attache presented we four P.O.W. with a medallion depicting the map of Japan and the insignia 
of the Australian Navy, Army and the Air Force in a presentation black box.  

That evening we were taken to Azabu Seminar House of the University of Osaka of Economics and 
Law to meet a large group of older Japanese people, some of whom had been officers on the Thai-Burma 
Railway. We were shown a slide show of pictures showing the building of the Thai-Burma Railway from the 
Japanese view-point. It was very interesting to see this. Then we were given a book by Dr Kazuo Tamayama  
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M.B.E. who was an adjutant on the railway. I've never read such a lot of rubbish in my life. He made it sound 
like a picnic. Then came question time, such questions as "Do you think Hirohito should have been 
executed. Peter said “no.” If the situation had been reversed and Japan had won the war they might have 
executed the Prime Minister but not the Monarch.  

I also agreed with him because I had had been told that he didn’t want war but was always over-
ruled by his I.J.A. generals. 

DAY 4. To-day our little group broke up Peter went to Nara and Alex to Hiroshima, but Adye and I 
had been prisoners in Ohama. We were flown the 750 kilometre s to Yamaguchi the nearest airport to 
Ohama. Here we were taken to the Municipal Building and addressed by the Mayor of Ohama and Oneda 
the nearest town to Ohama. He was Mr. Shirai Hirofumi an ex-High Court Judge. He could not speak English 
either but his interpreter was Kenji Yasushige a very good interpreter and a very likeable man. Together they 
welcomed us and gave a "show bag" containing pictures of the old P.O.W. Camp in Ohama, and a gift of a 
glass paper weight, which was made in Ohama. 

The next day we were taken to the old camp site on a bus. When it got about a kilometre from the 
camp the road was too narrow, so they had cars waiting for us to take us the remainder of the trip to the 
camp site. This was disappointing because the only part of the camp was the road way leading from the 
entrance to where the buildings once stood, There were no buildings left standing, the ground had been 
levelled and the whole area over-grown with trees, creepers and weeds. However I was again interviewed by 
the local newspaper Mr Gen Okada of the Asahi Shimbun.  

They also placed me in what they thought was the exact spot where I saw the flash and felt the heat 
from the Bomb that the Americans had just dropped on the City of Hiroshima. While we were there another 
car came in and out of came an old man. He introduced himself as one of the guards who had guarded us. 
He said it was the greatest day of his life to shake hands with two men who had once been his enemies but 
were now his friends. 

Then we were taken to a saki brewery where we were given a taste of saki, and yes I liked it. Then 
to an old house which had been a grocery store 1944/45, where there were a group of old folk who had 
watched the American parachutes dropped to us with food. medicine and clothing. 

The next day we were taken to the Yamaguchi train station, where we boarded the bullet train to 

Kyoto, covering the 455 kilometre trip in 1½ hours travelling at 300 km per hour, stopping only at Hiroshima 
where we picked up the other two and their carers. 

The city of Kyoto is another beautiful city ringed by mountains and was the old capital of Japan. We 
were taken on a tour of the city to see its many temples. Then finally to a temple with an 80 feet marble 
statue of Buddha. 

This was built by a wealthy Japanese man to dedicate to all the Japanese soldiers who had died in 
W.W.II. Then on second thoughts he decided to dedicate it to every soldier of every country whose soldiers 
had died. So there are books with the names of all the soldiers of the British, American, Indian, Dutch, New 
Zealand and Australian soldiers who gave their lives. Then the flight home. 

To those of us who were imprisoned in Ohama, there is nothing left to show that it was ever a 
P.O.W. camp. 
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   “BOLDLY AND FAITHFULLY” – “THE JOURNAL”  
             Author Lieutenant Colonel Peter McGuinness MBE RFD ED 
                    THE OFFICIAL HISTORY OF THE  
           19th AUSTRALIAN INFANTRY BATTALION  

                                AUSTRALIAN IMPERIAL FORCE MARCH 1915 – OCTOBER 1918 
 

                                                            CONGRATULATIONS TO:  
  CAPTAIN     Francis X. WARE, Officer Commanding ADMIN COY 
  SERGEANT David Gordon Raymond FLUDE, Operations Sergeant Bn HQ 
  PRIVATE     Matthew John STEWART, Section Commander D COY 
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The Battle for Australia 
Kittyhawks Beyond the Gap 
 
Dennis O’Leary 
Privately published, 2009 and 2011 respectively 
 
Reviewer:  JOHN DONOVAN 
 
In the words of his dedication in Kittyhawks, 
former RAAF engine fitter Dennis O’Leary has 
written these two books as a resource for 
students ‘[s]o that the youth of today may know 
what the youth of yesterday did for them’. 
 
The Battle for Australia principally covers the 
period from December 1941 until March 1943. In 
it, O’Leary provides a basic summary of events. 
There are sections on each principal 
engagement, from the Air Battle for Darwin, 
through the Kokoda campaign to the Battle of the 
Bismarck Sea. There are also extracts from the 
diary of a soldier of the 61st Battalion, who 
served at Milne Bay. 
 
The Battle for Australia provides a concise 
introduction to the events of the period, taking the 
viewpoint of those at the time. They did not have 
access to Japanese plans, but could make 
judgements on events based only on limited 
information.  
 
O’Leary seems to have little time for later 
historians, whose knowledge of the actual 
Japanese intentions from Japanese archives 
enables them to attack the concept of a battle for 
Australia as a myth. Perhaps so, but it might not 
have seemed like a myth at the time! 
 
Kittyhawks Beyond the Gap is a quite different 
book, describing the operations of Kittyhawk 
aircraft beyond the ‘Gap’ in the Owen Stanley 
Ranges. These ranged from operations in 
support of the battle for the Papuan beachheads, 
then along the northern coast of New Guinea, 
through Dutch New Guinea, to Morotai and 
Borneo.  
 
The narrative inevitably includes much material 
on ground operations, the context in which the 
Kittyhawks operated, but there is sufficient on air 
operations to give a feel for them. 
 
The ‘Morotai Mutiny’, by pilots disgruntled with 
the limited part they were playing in the great 
events of the period, is mentioned, as are the 
deeds of the RAAF airfield construction and 
SIGINT units. Indeed, one of the most interesting 
parts of the book is the section on the Australian 
intelligence personnel who worked to break the  

 
 
Katakana code. The Japanese considered this 
code too complicated for Westerners, not familiar  
with ancient Japanese linguistics, to understand. 
As in many cases, the road to defeat was paved 
with racial arrogance! 
 
Another interesting section is on the invasions 
that didn’t happen, Operations Olympic (the 
proposed invasion of Kyushu in November 1945) 
and Coronet (targeted at Honshu in March 1946). 
The scale of these proposed operations is breath 
taking.  
 
The forces initially involved would have included 
46 combat divisions and 1.5 million combat 
personnel, with three million more in support, and 
the entire US Pacific naval forces. The US First 
Army and Eighth Air Force were to be transferred 
halfway around the world from Europe to 
participate in these operations.  
 
US casualties were expected to total around a 
million dead and wounded by the northern 
autumn of 1946. I have seen elsewhere a claim 
that the Purple Heart medals manufactured for 
the invasion of Japan have provided sufficient 
stock for the casualties of all US military 
operations since 1945, including Korea, Vietnam, 
and the various conflicts in the Middle East and 
Afghanistan!  
 
Even without taking potential Japanese 
casualties (military and civilian) from the invasion 
into account, Hiroshima and Nagasaki start to 
look like wise actions. 
 
There are some minor anomalies. The Battle for 
Australia, for example, uses some inappropriate 
photos (such as one of the 2/23rd Battalion on 
Tarakan in 1945, to illustrate events in 1942, 
when the 2/23rd was still in the Middle East). 
However, these books provide an interesting 
introduction to operations in defence of Australia 
between 1941 and 1945. 
                                                                   

 

John Donovan worked in the 

Department of Defence for over 32 

years, principally in the fields of 

intelligence, force development and 

resource management. He also 

served for several years in the 

Australian Army Reserve. 
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The Hard Slog: 
Australians in the 

Bougainville Campaign, 1944-45 
 
Karl James 
Cambridge University Press, 2012, 319pp 
 
Reviewer:  JOHN DONOVAN 

Karl James has 
written a 
comprehensive 
account of the 
Bougainville 
campaign. Unlike 
some earlier 
historians, he 
rejects the notion 
that this was an 
‘unnecessary’ 
campaign, arguing 
that Australian 
leaders of the 
period, unlike their 

later critics, did not know that the war would end 
suddenly in August 1945. Rather, they expected 
that it would continue into 1946, if not beyond, 
and that success in Bougainville would release 
‘manpower for future operations against Japan’, 
and for the economy. However, some 
contemporary critics are not as easy to ignore, 
including at least one brigadier serving on 
Bougainville (Hammer), and a battalion 
commander who was relieved of his command 
for his negative attitude to the campaign. 
 
James’ account gives greater detail of the 
operations on Bougainville than the Official 
History. A key personality in the Bougainville 
operations was the commander of II Corps, 
Lieutenant-General Stan Savige. His role as a 
moderating influence on his more enthusiastic 
brigadiers is covered well, supplementing the 
work of Gavin Keating in The Right Man for the 
Right Job. Savige was ably supported by Major-
General Bill Bridgeford, commanding the 3rd 
Division. 
 
Interestingly, like some other critics of the 
campaign, many Japanese thought that an 
offensive against them would be pointless. Their 
commander, Lieutenant-General Hyakutake, 
thought that a ‘slow, fanwise advance from 
Torokina’ would also be pointless, but this was 
the technique used by Savige. Somewhat 
unusually, Savige wrote a pamphlet on the 
Tactical and Administrative Doctrine for Jungle 
Warfare, which was used as the basis for II 
Corps orders and instructions. One of its most 
interesting aspects of this book is the coverage of 
the morale and disciplinary issues that arose in  

 
 
 
 

the army after more than five years of war. Stress 
occurred at all levels. Some junior officers and 
soldiers were at times reluctant to carry out their 
duty, while a few experienced, but still relatively 
young, battalion commanders found the strain of 
a sixth year of operations too much. They had to 
be relieved of their commands, as did a brigadier, 
whose planning, judgement and personality were 
considered inadequate. The brigade commander 
was replaced by Noel Simpson, who had 
previously taken command of a battalion in 
similar circumstances, and seems to have 
become the ‘turn to’ man for such problems. 
 
The AIF-Militia rivalry was a constant background 
irritant during the campaign. The 55th/53rd 
Battalion, with its chequered history of the failure 
of the 53rd Battalion on the Kokoda Trail, 
responded with resentment towards the AIF, 
while Noel Simpson was not happy to take 
command of a Militia brigade. Despite this 
friction, the Militia battalions generally performed 
well, particularly when they had good leaders. 
When leaders were inadequate, or tired, 
problems arose. 
 
James describes the failed landing at Porton 
Plantation well. He had noted earlier the 
deficiencies in numbers of landing craft, and the 
failure at Porton illustrates well the consequences 
of attempting too much with inadequate support. 
One key lesson of the campaign must be the 
continuing need for combined arms operations. 
Regrettably, Savige did not have an adequate 
range of supporting arms and services. 
 
By the end of the war the Japanese forces were 
concentrated around Bonis in northern 
Bougainville, Kieta Bay and Numa Numa 
Plantation on the east coast, and in southern 
Bougainville. The 2/8th Commando Squadron 
and native guerrillas organised by Allied 
Intelligence Bureau parties operated away from 
the main lines of advance, where they 
contributed significantly to the success of the 
campaign. 
 
There are some minor editorial quirks, such as 
mention of Gazelle Peninsula in a couple of 
places, when presumably Gazelle Harbour was 
intended. 
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Continued from SEP 2013 Newsletter 
 

It is true that he is rather a passive sort of 
democrat. It is hard to imagine him trying to 
achieve universal brotherhood by cutting off the 
heads of all those who refuse to be brotherly, or 
perfect justice by lynching everyone guilty of 
injustice, or perfect freedom of speech by jailing 
everyone who opposes it, but the, Democracy is 
rather a passive sort of a Business. As Theodore 
Parker expressed it: Not, 'I am as good as you' 
and 'You are as good as I am'. 
 
The knife and the home made bomb have done 
much in some places to remove obstacles in the 
way of Democracy, but as many countries have 
discovered, something more than this is needed 
to achieve it. This something is more that the right 
to vote, and it is something that the Englishman 
most certainly has got. 
 
This is the realisation that government is not 
aimed at the abolition of disagreement, but at 
making room for it. The idea that there can be two 
sides to any question is coming increasingly to be 
regarded as a form of schizophrenia. I do not 
agree with what you say, and therefore must fight 
to the last for the right to prevent you from saying 
it, is the modern adaptation of the slogan on which 
the last two centuries progress has been built. But 
not in England. To modify Dr Goebbels, you can 
always argue with an Englishman without getting 
your teeth knocked out. (That is if you can wangle 
an introduction). Even a pig-headed Englishman 
is only pig-headed in respect of his right to retain 
his pig-headed opinions, with a corresponding 
reluctance to oppose anybody’s right to retain 
theirs. 
 
It was rather well illustrated by an Englishman 
who told me that Anthony Eden was the man most 
admired, because he didn't look down on you, but 
talked to you as if he were one of yourselves. It is 
easy for an Australian to see what is missing from 
this conception of democracy. In a perfect 
democracy it would have been just as logical for 
Anthony Eden to go home to his wile and say 
Deuced fine fellows, these privates. Don't look 
down on a chap because he Is a Cabinet Minister, 
must talk to you as if you were one of themselves. 
But what is missing is considerably less than what 
is there. Progress may be less than what is there. 
Progress may be less dramatic in England, but is 
it always in the same direction. I have always said 
that equalitarian reforms would, in the long run, 
move much more rapidly in England, where they 
are opposed because it is thought that they will  

 
 
 
 
 
 
fail than in Australia or 
America where they are 
opposed because it is 
thought that they will 
succeed. In England it is 
not a struggle between 
conflicting interests, but a 
cautious skepticism 
against a natural 
conservatism. And, 
because the skepticism is 
turned inward, the direction of the struggle is 
reversed. For the so-called British genius for 
compromise is really a genius for not having to 
compromise. A genius for not letting dissension 
reach a stage where rights have to be sacrificed. 
 
If you want to know why England was able to give 
refuge to Karl Marx (and would still do so today) 
and yet polls only an infinitesimal communist vote, 
you must seek it in the fact the British Queen has 
to wait twenty years longer than her subjects for 
the right to smoke in public, and British policemen 
do not carry revolvers. However idiotic you may 
think these things to be, they caricature an 
attitude that is complete proof against the 
demagogue. The demagogue may know how to 
make the most use of his supporters, how to use 
his enemies to his own advantage, but he never 
has and never will be able to cope with the man 
who is prepared to vaguely admit that he might 
possibly be right. With such a man, the most 
progress he can make is an argument over a 
glass of beer, and who ever started a revolution 
on such unfruitful soil. 
 
Thus any such slogans as "We are many, they 
are few", is likely to be taken, not as a temptation 
to go for a kill, but as an appeal to the sporting 
instinct, not to shoot a sitting target. Egalitarian 
revolution must come by voluntary abdication, and 
the same psychology will lead to this. A militant 
aristocracy forcing equality on a reluctant 
proletariat. 
 
Thus it was at Tampii. Few of the Pommy officers 
showed any reluctance to get any Thailand mud 
on their old school ties, but the other ranks were 
violently shocked at die idea of them talking to the 
men as if they were officers. One officer, a 
Himalayan explorer and the son of a bishop, 
carried a tent from K.3 to Tampii on his own. He 
beat the main party by a long stretch, though it 
took two shifts of four of us, eight men in all to 
carry one. But it didn't quite work. Before the 
beginning of the Japanese war, arrangements  
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were made for several officers and men to be 
changed with English regiments. Whether by 
accident or design, our units contribution was one 
of our most recalcitrant privates. It was a matter of 
some surprise that the English officer who came 
to us was very successful, but everyone was 
amazed that our private was equally at home with 
the English regiment. He gave the reason as 
being the fact that you "Knew where you stood 
there". In its own setting, the more rigid pattern 
worked more smoothly, but here, Reggie's more 
flexible control won the honours easily.  
 
But tip change-over for them was not easy, and in 
the teeth of opposition from conservative privates, 
nothing approaching Reggie's handling of the 
situation was possible. Nonetheless, I doubt if 
ever so large a body of man ever lived in such 
harmony without any means of law-enforcement. 
But although they looked askance at any changes 
in their own officers, they looked on Reggie as a 
second Churchill going to waste. I remember 
when he made Ms first speeds at Tampii they 
crowded wild-eyed around him. Does he always 
talk like that? I was asked. Oh,now and then,I said 
modestiy.Do you think he would have a copy of 
his speech? Gawd, no. I wish we had officers like 
that. But they were never prepared to accept the 
metamorphosis entailed. Any move in that 
direction left them saddened. 
 
These impressions are perhaps at once both too 
general and too particular. Tampii was only one 
corner of that turbulent environment, and different 
trends showed up in every group. In some camps 
the traditional order was copied to a point of being 
a farce. In one camp an English doctor used to 
crime Australians who called him "Doctor" instead 
of "Captain? 
In civilian life you couldn 't afford to have me for a 
doctor, he told one man. And I wouldn't bloody 
well want you, replied the patient. As it happened, 
he could have bought out the doctor's practice, 
wherever it was, out of the corner of his wool-
cheque, but at the time he could not well afford 
the few weeks Japanese pay the remark cost him 
at the subsequent, "Court Martial". But, in spite of 
the exceptions, I think the impression of an 
inverted aristocracy is substantially true. 
 
Another trait is the "anonymous" courage of the 
Englishman. Few things are more shattering to 
the ego than the realisation of the extent to which 
your modest share of courage is dependent on 
the opinion of your fellows. When you first realise 
that you are not as prone to panic when people 
start shooting at you as you might reasonably 
have expected, your ego receives a tremendous 
boost, and you are even ready to indulge in a little 
small-scale heroism outside the usual routine, as  

occasion arises. Then with a sudden shock your 
mounting self-esteem fells to nothing as all in a 
rush you realise how necessary a part of the 
performance is an audience. When "Black Mask" 
"did me over" on Anzac day, he wanted me to 
show my respect for the New order by kneeling at 
his feet. I did not thereupon decide that the 
importance of British and Australian prestige was 
enough to warrant a refusal. I just felt a sudden 
profound revulsion at the idea, far deeper that I 
can recapture in imagination. I dare say there are 
ways whereby he could have overcome the 
revulsion, but at the time I could conceive nothing 
more appalling than that I should obey. The horror 
of it completely dominated by fear. And yet I am 
quite sure that if it had been a private 
arrangement between the Nip and myself out in 
the Sahara desert, I would have had no difficulty 
at all in saying Yes, sir. I'll lick your boots for you. 
 
The extent to which duress would have produced 
such a reaction before an audience was not put to 
a test, fortunately, but I cannot feel that the 
audience would have made much difference to an 
Englishman. This is a considerable admission 
from one inclined to pride himself on his capacity 
to ignore public opinion but I must admit that I 
seem to see this difference in an Englishman. If 
there is glamour in some of his heroism it is none 
of his choosing. I feel that he makes his decision 
on the situation as it is. Either he would if it had 
been in the middle of Trafalgar Square, or he 
would not have done so in the middle of the 
Sahara in the dark. 
 
I doubt if any of the heroes of the Charge of the 
Light Brigade ever said to himself: Wait till 
Tennyson gets onto this story, or Won't Errol 
Flynn look the grouse in this. I may be wrong, but 
it seems so to me. I got this impression most 
when some of them told me of a sergeant in 
charge of the blowing up of one of the five sixteen 
inch guns with which the island was 
honeycombed. Some said that he was a fool, 
though I do not think they thought so, while others 
praised him but whether in praise or blame, there 
was no hint of melodramatics in the discussion. It 
was assumed that he was just a man who saw 
things in a certain light and acted accordingly.  
 
And he was judged by others according to their 
lights, but nowhere on the assumption that it was 
what would be thought of him that moved him. In 
certain circumstances, such resolution could have 
a profound effect on the war; in this case it had 
none, but he made his own decision and followed 
it where it led. Ho flowers by request. Even in their 
scrounging they "went for it" with more courage 
than strategy. They generally attacked as in a 
bayonet charge/ and though they did well for  
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themselves in goods, they got some fearful 
bashings from taking risks that experienced 
scroungers would have frowned upon. Even the 
Jap guards knew the difference between our two 
techniques and arranged their defences 
accordingly, and what a Jap guard could see was 
pretty obvious. They are an acquired taste, and 
even at that there are some regiments you like to 
a man, and some you dislike to a man, but all final 
opinions are preceded by strained relations. Their 
greatest sin in our eyes was the blasphemy to our 
hats. Most of them, like ourselves, had acquired 
A.I.F. hats from the good supplies at No.ll 
godown, but their manner of wearing them made 
us squirm. There is a proper way to wear these 
hats and there is an Australian way, said one 
Pommy Officer, and he proceeded to show them 
(as if they needed to be shown) the "proper" way, 
which was in the manner appropriate to a straw 
boater (if you would be guilty of wearing a straw 
boater). We never forgave them for that heinous 
offence. 
 
Australian and English temperaments, too, are 
somewhat incompatible. The Australian's rather 
eccentric style of humour gives rise to much lack 
of harmony. Many of the English with us had 
preceded us up the line, and had consequently 
struck it a good deal tougher than we had in the 
early days. Australians, from sheer perversity, 
would argue violently when they told us of this, 
and systematically refute all their claims - thus, if 
they had a stew of a pie-melon to fifty men we had 
had one of half a pie-melon to a hundred men; if 
they had worked fourteen hours a day, we had 
had to work sixteen hours, and so on. Usually 
they would bite very violently on this. 
 
Then there was the old Australian custom of 
hurling insults as a joke, and making them serious 
if they were taken seriously. According to the 
speed with which the Pommy woke up to these 
eccentric amusements, the harmony of the camp 
suffered. We were beginning to get along pretty 
well at the finish at Tampii. Anyway we 
contributed much to each others amusement and 
swapped a wide range of experiences. Often 
conversation would start at one end of the long 
huts, would run on and continue well into the night 
until a tired voice from the quiet end of the hut 
would call out Not keeping you bastards awake, 
down there, are we ? or a guard would come in 
bellowing. Malaria excepted, our health was 
better. Tropical ulcers, though still a serious 
danger, were nothing of the threat that they had 
been. While on the river camps the Doc had 
gained a small unobtrusive ally, whose help was 
just beginning to prove effective, even though it 
was still unknown to all but a few in the camp. We 
knew him as Boon Pong, the trader, who with his 
beautiful daughter, brought food for sale to the  

prisoners. Save that the amounts were somewhat 
disproportionate to what could be expected to be 
purchased from our modest incomes, there was 
not much beside his daughter, to distinguish him 
from any other traders. But, as a British agent he 
brought in urgent medical supplies and took out 
information. Most of what was known of Thailand 
prison camps during the war probably come from 
him. He was decorated by the British 
Government. We took advantage of the laxer 
discipline to supplement our diet from the herbs of 
the field. Pig-weed/ fat hen and other Australian 
weeds were found in the jungle, and we had the 
authority of bushmen that they were not 
poisonous. Fat Hen has so much the taste of 
spinach that we christened it after that vegetable, 
and it was gathered by the Doc's offsiders for the 
sick. I can't say that I can recommend pigweed, 
though we got outside of a good deal of it but the 
urge for a more varied diet tempted us to 
experiment. I am afraid that we left the burden of 
this on one enthusiast who appointed himself 
official weed-taster. If he appeared to be in fair 
health forty-eight hours after having devoured a 
promising herb, we all partook.  
 
We added up by being more indebted to his 
initiative than to the I.J.A. Nevertheless, the will to 
try things out was strong in all of us. Once I 
unearthed some podgy roots very closely 
resembling potatoes and thought I was in the 
money until another prisoner told me that they had 
been tried before and shown to give such a 
burning sensation to the mouth that they were 
almost certainly poisonous. So I left them nearby 
until a Nip came along. With a prayer on my lips I 
watched him edge over and pick them up. I 
watched anxiously and then called out to the 
others: I don't want to start any wishful thinking, 
but see for yourselves. He was cooking them on 
the fire. But the one who looks after his own came 
good again and the Nip went away and forgot all 
about them. Our official food-taster was more 
wrapped up in his job than anyone I have ever 
seen. This came out more clearly later when we 
left Tampii and went down the line to Tamuan. 
 
The Thai women are famed as the world's most 
beautiful charcoal blondes but since we left 
Kamburi most that we saw had long since ceased 
to represent their country in this respect. Boon 
Pong's daughter was a classic exception and 
there was a young lady on one of the other barges 
who with almost puritanical modesty for the 
tropics wore a sarong while bathing. But as the 
swift-flowing Kwai Noi caught in the folds of the 
loose garment her concessions to convention 
were merely token for it concealed little more than 
her ears and we could say with some confidence 
that she, too, was very beautiful. 
 
                       To be continued………………….. 
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Our thanks to Mrs Bev HAINES for the photographs on this page  

 
 

Wal MARINER & Members of 2/19 Battalion AIF Association presenting Medal Board at Ingleburn 

SSGT Lofty O’CONNOR & SSGT Bruce LOFTUS 

SGT Ron RICHMOND &  
The RSM WO1 Garry BLAND   

WO1 Peter DELAMONT,, WO2 Bodo SCHWARZ  &  

LCPL Bruce WILSON 

CPL Greg DOUGLAS (Lady unidentified) SGT Carey McQUILLAN 
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1/19 RNSWR SERGEANTS’ MESS -  MONT ST QUENTIN BARRACKS INGLEBURN – MARCH 1984 
SEATED FRONT ROW L to R: SSGT Roy SCHMIDTKE, WO2 Keven MARSHALL, Commanding Officer LTCOL Gary BELTRAME, Regimental 
Sergeant Major WO1 Ken WRIGHT, WO RD WO1 Bob PINK, WO2 David TAYLOR, SGT Mick DANIELS 
MIDDLE ROW: SGT Bob WADE, SGT Terry BEER, SGT Graeme DAVIS, SGT Roger RUMBEL, SGT Jeffrey WILLIAMS, SGT Hugh BURDETT- 
SGT Malcolm LE COMTE, SGT Andy EASTON, SGT Owen SMITH, WO2 Neil MELVILLE, SGT Ross TOWNSEND, SGT Felicity JESS 
BACK ROW: SGT John PRATT, SGT Ross TAYLOR, SSGT Geoff BRADDON, SGT Ken LOFTUS, SSGT Tuck WILSON, WO2 Ron JORNA,  

SGT Alan CHANNELL, SGT Lee MONZO, SGT Allan SUTHERLAND                                                                    [Photo courtesy of WO1 Ken Wright] 
 

ENDAU JOHORE, MALAYA DECEMBER 1941 - Members of 17 Platoon, 2/19th Battalion AIF. 
STANDING: PTE F. J. (Fred) WILSON; PTE R. (Bob) GRAHAM; CPL "Bricky" WINBANK;  
PTE J. P. (Jim) GORHAM; Roy MULHOLLAND (identity not confirmed, possibly Pte N M  MULHOLLAND);  
Pte G. M. (Glen) SCRIVEN (Transport), Lieutenant J. A. (John) VARLEY; Pte J. D. (John) FUKS.  
FRONT: Cpl D. S. (Dick) HAMPSTEAD; Pte K. B. (Ken) PETTIT; Ern RAE; Pte D. J. (Dal) THOMPSON 


