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NX35893 LANCE CORPORAL Louis Joseph CORBY 2/19 Battalion AIF 
Association member Allan Brideoake advised of Louis’ passing which was recorded in the NSW RSL 
“Reveille”. Louis was born at Temora NSW on 25 October 1919 and passed away at Ballina Hospital on 19 
February 2011. He enlisted in 2/19 Battalion AIF on 27 June 1940 at Wagga Wagga NSW and was 
discharged on 2 June 1942. He was not a member of the Association and it is regretted that no further 
details on his service or civil life was available. 
 
NX1391 PRIVATE Alfred John STONE OAM, 2/2 Battalion AIF 

Charlie Stevens advised with sincere regret of that we report the passing of Alf 
Stone, aged 92 years, at home in Merewether NSW on Friday 27 May 2011. Alf  
was farewelled at St Augustine’s Anglican Church, Merewether NSW on 
Wednesday 1 June 2011.  A private cremation followed. 
 
Alf was born at Bungendore on 8 September 1918 and enlisted in the AIF at 
Newcastle on 8 November 1939 and served with the 2/2nd Australian Infantry 
Battalion in World War II.  He fought with the 2/2nd Battalion in the successful 
attacks at Bardia and Tobruk in January 1941. Alf went to Greece with the Battalion 
where he was captured by the Germans on 26 April 1941. He was a POW until his 
release in May 1945. He met his future wife in England and she followed him to 
Australia. Alf arrived back in Australia on 9 August 1945 and was discharged from 
the AIF on 12 April 1946. 

 
Post war, Alf was the president of the Newcastle Branch of the Ex-POW Association. Alf was awarded the 
Medal of the Order of Australia (OAM) in the Queen’s Birthday Honours List on 10 June 1991 in the General 
Division for service to veterans. Alf had been a Perpetual Member of the Friends of the 2nd Infantry 
Battalions since 1999 and attended many of their activities.  Alf’s wife Margaret (Peg) Stone predeceased 
him in 2005. [OUR  THANKS  TO  CHARLIE  STEVENS  SENOR VICE  PRESIDENT  FRIENDS OF  THE  2ND  INFANTRY BATTALIONS    IN 
PROVIDING THE ABOVE TRIBUTE] 
 
NX35850 PRIVATE Allan Cuthbert BERTRAM, Headquarter Company 2/19 Battalion AIF 

The death occured of NX 35850 Allan Cuthbert Bertram at the 
Freemasons Hospital at East Melbourne on 26th June 2011. He passed 
peacefully away in the presence of family. He is survived by his widow 
Lorna, and daughter Cheryl and husband David, and son Glen and and 
wife Angela. He was the devoted Pop of Seonie, Kristi, Kristina and 
Kate. Great-grand-father to Tye, Riely, Tavia, and Jade.  
 
A service to celebrate his life was held at the Cordell Chapel at the 
Fawkner Cemetery. A large gathering of family and friends attended 
including many from interstate. The eulogy was delivered by the 
celebrant Greg Crawford, and the R.S.L. service by Rob Webster from 
the Kew R.S.L. The Association was represented by Charles Edwards 
who read Allan's war-time history. Allan was born at Parkes in N.S.W. on 
15 April 1918. He enlisted in the A.I.F on 27 June 1940. and was an 
original from the Wagga draft to join the 2/19 Battalion on its formation 
on 29 July 1940. He was a member of "D" Company until about April of 
1941, when he transferred to the transport platoon to become a truck 
driver.  
 
He served at Seremban, Port Dickson, and Jemaluang, and with 
distinction at the epic Battle of Muar where he had his truck shot from 
underneath him at Parit Sulong. He survived Parit Sulong and fought 
again at the battle for the Defence of Singapore. He was then taken to 
Thailand to work on the Thai-Burma railway in "U" Battalion under the 
command of Major "Roaring Reg" Newton. He survived 445 days of this 

42 of which were at Hell Fire Pass. He was then taken to Japan on the prison ship "Beoki Maru" a 70 day 
voyage on which he survived a cyclone at sea and ran the gauntlet of the American submarines. Then taken 
to Ohama camp, where he worked in the coal mine, two kilometres underneath the sea, until war’s end. He 
was discharged from the A.I.F. on 17 February 1946. 

[OUR THANKS TO ASSOCIATION MEMBER CHARLES EDWARDS IN PROVIDING THE ABOVE TRIBUTE] 
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F465357 PRIVATE  Zita Josephine BURROWS (nee PURCELL)  
                  Australian Army Medical Womens’ Services 
 

Zita’s niece and Association member Mrs Maureen Long advised  of Zita’s passing 
on 4 July 2011.  Late of French’s Forest NSW Zita was born at Binalong NSW on 
21 March 1925 and enisted in the Australian Army Medical Womens’ Services at 
Paddington NSW on 18 October 1943 and served at the Kenmore Hospital at 
Goulburn NSW until discharge on 9 January 1947.  
 
Zita’s brother was NX73463 Private John Stanislaus PURCELL, 2/19 Battalion AIF  
who died at Sandakan on 17 June 1945. 
 
Zita was married to Harry Burrows, and was the fifth child of Eileen and Leo 
Purcell. Her siblings were: Kath Stockdale, Patricia Connor, John (2/19th) and 
Dorothy Madden (all deceased), Eileen Baldock (Goulburn) Helen Lawler (Forster) 
and Terry Purcell (Queensland). Cherished and doting Grandma to Katie. Much 

loved sister, aunt, cousin, and friend. Zita was farewelled privately.  
 
Maureen has also kindly advised that she had advertised through the 'In Search’ column in the Daily 
Telegraph for information on the Fall of Singapore and Sandakan and found George Forbes. Zita and 
George became good friends, and she visited him regularly in his nursing home, which by coincidence was 
quite close to where she lived at Frenchs Forest.  
 
Maureen also located another 2/19 Battalion AIF member Gordon Williams, who was a POW in Singapore 
for eight months with Uncle John (John Stanislaus PURCELL). Gordon came down from Queensland where 
he lived and met with her. He told Maureen a great deal about John and their time in Singapore.  
 
 
S3428 LEADING TELEGRAPHIST Horace Stewart YOUNG, ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVY  

Association member Glen Scriven advised of Horrie’s passing on 18 July 2011. 
Horrie was born in Western Australia on 11 April 1921 and enlisted in the Royal 
Australian Navy on 5 September 1939 where he served until discharge on 30 
January 1946. 
 
He was the wireless operator on MV KRAIT, the vessel which transported the 
operative party of Operation Jaywick from Australia to the vicinity of Singapore and 
back. Operation Jaywick was conducted from 1 September 1943 to 19 October 1943 
and involved a clandestine attack by a group of six allied operatives against 
Japanese shipping at Singapore. Horrie was Mentioned in Despatches for his gallant 
service. 
 

 
 
 
Mrs Hilda Adel FLAHERTY  (nee Gordon) 

 
Allan Brideoake advised with deep regret of Hilda’s passing at Scone NSW on 20 
August 2011. Hilda was born on 3 November 1921 and was the beloved wife of 
NX73601 Jack Flaherty 2/19 Battalion AIF. 
 
Hilda was farewelled at the Scone Uniting Church on Wednesday 24 August 2011 
and later interred in the Scone Lawn Cemetery. Allan Brideoake represented the 
Association at Hilda’s farewell 
 
Hilda is survived by Her Husband Jack, Her sons and their wives: Kerry and Ros, 
Peter and Janice, Christopher and Jane, Her grandchildren:Todd, Elizabeth, Anna, 
Blake, Marissa, Ben and Kent and Her great grand children: Chloe, Jack, Isabella, 
Dominic, Iris, Sam, Adele, Stephanie and Hamish.  
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NX50914 PRIVATE Percival Cecil HUNT 

A COMPANY 2/19 BATTALION AIF & 
B COMPANY 3rd BATTALION THE ROYAL AUSTRALIAN REGIMENT 

 
Percy’s son Brian advised with deep regret of Percy’s passing in hospital on Friday 
9 September 2011. Late of Stockton NSW, Percy was born at Mayfield NSW on 7 
November 1918 and enlisted in 2/19 Battalion AIF at Paddington on 6 November 
1941. He fought in the Malaya and Singapore Campaign and following the 
Capitulation of Singapore passed into captivity as a prisoner of war of the 
Japanese. He later sailed to Japan where he was to slave in the coal mines and 
steel works until repatriation at war’s end.  Percy was discharged on 3 December 
1945.   
 
He later re-enlisted in the Australian Regular Army where he served as 2400507 
Private Percy Hunt with B Company 3rd Battalion The Royal Australian Regiment 
in Korea from 21 November 1951 to 14 November 1952. Following discharge 
Percy returned to his post war employment as a rod mill operator with BHP until 
retirement. During his retirement Percy’s interests revolved around his love of 
photographing ships and his family and grandson Mitchell. 

 
Percy’s wife Marge predeceased him in 1999 and he is survived by his son Brian, daughter-in-law Nicole and 
grandson Mitchell and son Geoffrey and daughter-in-law Elizabeth. 
 
Mick Kildey recalled slaving with Percy in Camp 26 Keisen Yoshikuma Coal Mine in Japan in his 
‘Reminiscences’:   “Harking back to those fellow POW's we were in camp with, what about Percy Bloomfield 
and his mate Johnny Brownlee ?  They were a couple of lovable larrikins those two. Percy was from Leeton 
way and Johnny was from Kurri Kurri in the coal fields. When those two got together you wouldn't know 
what they'd get up to. There are many many more - Percy Hunt from Stockton - a great bloke who I met a 
couple of years ago in Newcastle and he seemed to be doing all right”.  

 
Bill Edwards represented the Association at Percy’s  farewell at St Paul’s Anglican Church Stockton on 
Tuesday 13 September 2011.   
 
Mrs Flora Jean BIRCH (nee McIntosh) 

 
Late of Roselands and Manly Vale NSW, Jean’s son Warwick, advised with 
deep regret of her passing on 15 September 2011. Jean was born in Neutral 
Bay on 19 November 1916 and at 6 weeks her family moved to Lakemba. 
She was 3 when her father died in a quarry fall in Canterbury. Jean’s mother 
Frances raised her and her brother Allan by taking in boarders, as there was 
no widow’s pension. 
 
Despite this Jean had a happy childhood.  She was athletic and academic, 
coming top of her year at St George Girls’ High School in the Intermediate 
Certificate. She started going out with Cyril Dilley (NX582246 – 2/19 Battalion 
AIF) when she was 16.  They didn’t want to marry without a house so Cyril 
started building.  Deeply in love, they were engaged in 1938 and married on 
21 September 1940 when she was 24.  War however had taken over their 
lives.  Cyril felt “he could no longer have all his friends fighting for him” and 
he enlisted. 
 

They saw little of each other before Cyril left on the Queen Mary on 4 February 1941. There was no 
embarkation leave and no time to say goodbye.  They corresponded almost daily until the Japanese invaded 
Malaya. Jean heard that Cyril was wounded in the battle for Singapore from a nurse who was evacuated, but 
then no more news for 9 months.  She received 2 postcards in the next 3 and a half years, the last dated 10 
June 1944. Jean suffered anxiety and panic attacks during this time. Working in the PMG as a telephonist, 
she would make a 500 metre detour on the way home to avoid walking past an iron fence that looked like 
prison walls.  
 
With the end of the war, Jean would go down to the harbour to see the returning troops, but sadly Cyril was 
never there. She thought that if he was alive in June 1944, why not August 1945?  It was months later that  
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she got the telegram  “REGRET TO INFORM YOU THAT CYRIL DILLEY DIED AS A RESULT OF AN 
ACCIDENT IN SHIKOKU, JAPAN ON 12/8/1945” – just 3 days before peace was declared. Jean was deeply 
traumatised.   She learnt of the brutality, starvation and violence that the POWs suffered at the hands of the 
Japanese. People shunned her because they were afraid of upsetting her. She felt very lonely. 
 
Cliff Birch, a returned soldier and a friend of Cyril gave her comfort.They married in May 1947. She was 
advised that you cannot live 2 lives and to destroy all of Cyril’s letters.  She repressed her grief for the next 
50 years. These were happy years. Jean had 2 children, 3 grandchildren and 3 great grandchildren, all of 
whom she loved and was very proud. 
 
With Cliff’s help, in the 1990s, Jean was put in contact with the 2/19th Association. The members gave her 
enormous support and understanding.  By now Cliff’s health was failing, and with his death in March 2001, 
she found herself grieving for both husbands. Jean read all she could about the Malayan campaign, 
Singapore and the POWs. With the help of particularly Di Elliot, Jean gained great comfort from meeting 
veterans who fought and were imprisoned with Cyril. She was also very grateful to Lynette Ramsay Silver for 
putting a waratah on Cyril’s grave at Labuan, near Borneo. 
 
Jean was amazed at the almost universal  ignorance of how bravely the Aussies fought in Malaya. Her 
efforts badgering the Education Department leading to them changing the history syllabus. Jean’s health 
declined dramatically after a fall in March 2009. She passed away peacefully at Manly Vale Aged Care after 
a long and full life, aged 94 years. 
 
Jean was the devoted mother and mother-in-law of Margaret and James, Warwick and Heather. Much loved 
grandmother of Renee and Scott, Paul and Cassie and David. Great-grandmother of Hamish and Eleanor. 
 
Roger Perry and Bob Pink represented the Association at Jean’s farewell at the Macquarie Park Cemetery 
and Crematorium on Tuesday 20 September 2011.  
[OUR THANKS TO ASSOCIATION MEMBER AND JEAN’S SON WARWICK BIRCH FOR THE ABOVE TRIBUTE] 
 
 

525057 /  NX52529 STAFF SERGEANT Clarence (Clarrie) HARVEY, 54 Battalion AMF and  
                                       CQMS C Company 2/19 Battalion AIF 
 

The President of Kingsgrove RSL Club Barry Willoughby advised with deep regret of 
Clarrie’s passing on 23 September 2011. Late of Beverly Hills, Clarrie was born at 
Bathurst NSW on 1 December 1920. Loving husband of Joan and father of Jim, Julie and 
Glenys. Devoted grand-father, great-grandfather & great-great-grandfather. An inaugural 
member of the 2/19 Battalion AIF Association Clarrie attended the Inaugural Meeting held 
on 5 December 1945 at Cootamundra NSW and served on the committee.   
 
Our thanks to Kingsgrove RSL Sub Branch President Alan Barnes for the following eulogy 
delivered at the RSL’s tribute to Clarrie at his farewell at Woronora Crematorium on Friday 

28 September 2011. Clarence (Clarrie) Harvey enlisted in the Militia on the 27th September 1939 when he 
was not quite 19 years old with a desire to serve his country, Clarrie was posted to the 54th Battalion a 
famous Battalion from World War 1 and he was given Service Number 525057. With the war escalating 
Clarrie was transferred to the Australian Imperial Force (AIF) on the 3rd July 1940. Clarrie was given Army 
Service Number NX52529.  Clarrie was posted to the 2/19th Battalion AIF based at Walgrove where they 
commenced training for overseas service. the Battalion did further training at Inglelburn and Bathurst, 
where Clarrie originally came from. After six (6) months training Clarrie found himself with his mates of the 
2/19th embarking on the Queen Mary for Singapore as part of the 8th Division on the 2nd February 1941. 
 
On arrival in Singapore on the 18th February the 2/19th moved north to Seremban in Malaya where they 
commenced tropical training. At this stage Clarrie and his mates were mainly involved in setting up 
defensive positions around Jemaluang as this was the site of a vital road junction and with the Japanese 
advancing rapidly through South East Asia they knew that sooner than later that they would be fighting the 
Japanese, their first engagement was on the  8th December 1941. Now with the rank of Staff Sergeant 
Clarrie with the 2/19th were rushed to Bakri where they held up the Japanese advance long enough for the 
2/29th Battalion and the 45th Brigade to withdraw. The Japanese outflanked the 2/19th and they had to 
withdraw, it must have been a frightening time for Clarrie and his mates and they were constantly attacked 
on the ground and from the air and they suffered many casualties who they were forced to leave behind 
and they were subsequently massacred by the Japanese.  
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The Battalion received reinforcements at Johore Bahru and on the 26th January 1942 Clarrie and his mates 
of the 2/19th moved back to a place called Muar and within 24 hours the B Echelon of which Clarrie was a 
member came under intense Japanese attack, they were given the order to withdraw and then followed 
nineteen days of what was to be a remarkable episode of self preservation by Clarrie and the remnants of 
the B Echelon, Clarrie has documented the incredible nineteen days unfortunately time does not permit to 
relate all the harrowing details, it should be read to gain full appreciation of what those men did, they were 
exceptional men to survive their ordeal and make their way back to Singapore.  
Unfortunately it was just a few days later on the 15th February 1942 that the Australian and British Army 
surrendered. Clarrie and the surviving members of the 2/19th were initially imprisoned in the infamous 
Changi Prisoner of war camp. It was not long before Clarrie and other members of the 2/19th were allocated 
to external work parties, the largest number was called D Force of which Clarrie was a member and they 
were sent to work on the Burma Thailand Railway. They were there to build a 260 mile railway by hand. 
They were expected to work from dawn to dusk, ten days on and one day off, moving earth, building 
bridges, blasting through mountains and laying track. They survived on a meagre diet of rice and 
vegetables. Illness was common and prisoners suffered from malnutrition, ulcers and cholera, as most 
guards spoke no English and failure to comply with an order was a beating meant the beatings occurred 
regularly. 
Clarrie and some of his mates must have thought things were going to get better when they were sent to 
the coast where they boarded ships bound for Japan, unfortunately the conditions on these ships were 
terrible as there was very little ventilation and with hundreds of malnourished men all crammed into a tiny 
space, whilst enroute to Japan they encountered very severe storms which only made matters worse for 
Clarrie and all the POW’s onboard. Clarrie as many of the Australian POW’s did never spoke much of his 
time as a prisoner of the Japanese however he evidently was sent to the Fukuoka Camp, Nagasaki 
Division where he worked in the mines and on the wharves at Nagasaki. Clarrie commented on how cold it 
was, there they were with tropical clothes in the snow of Japan, living in bare huts with no heating, sleeping 
on mats and once again very little food, they existed on a diet of 600 calories per day while working a 
twelve (12) hour day. Clarrie and his mates endured these appalling conditions for well over twelve (12) 
months and then they had to survive the Atomic Bomb being dropped on Nagasaki on the 9th August 1945. 
Japan finally surrendered on the 15th August, however for Clarrie and his mate’s repatriation did not come 
quickly as Japan was in a chaotic state.  
Clarrie was officially listed as being recovered from the Japanese on the 19th September. Clarrie finally 
arrived back in Australia where he was discharged on the 19th December 1945 and he could at long last go 
back to his family and try and get on with a normal civilian life. Clarrie’s wife Joan said that for all that 
Clarrie endured he never held any animosity towards the Japanese, just saying that was war. Clarrie was 
indeed a man who selflessly served his country in its time of great need; Clarry was awarded the 1939 – 45 
Star, the Pacific Star, the Defence Medal, the War Medal 1939 – 45,  the Australian Service Medal 1939 – 
45, and the Returned from Active Service Badge. Clarrie was an inaugural member of the 2/19 Battalion 
AIF Association and attended their first meeting at Cootamundra NSW on 5 December 1945. 

 
T X12841 CORPORAL Albert Valentine (Val) McGUINNESS, 281 LIGHT AID DETACHMENT  
Association Member and former Commanding Officer Lieutenant Colonel Peter McGuinness advised of the 
unexpected passing on Friday 30th September 2011 of his much admired, respected and loved older 
brother, and good friend, at the Royal Hobart Hospital aged 88.  Val was born in Hobart on 27 November 
1923 the first of nine children to Cyril Rowland and Susan Elizabeth Ivy McGuinness. 
 
19 years later he interrupted his apprenticeship as an automotive electrician and enlisted in the Militia at 
Brighton Army Camp on 9 January 1943 and later transferred into the AIF and  was allotted Regimental No. 
TX12841. He was promoted to Corporal and his final posting was with 281 Light Aid Detachment AEME. 
He was discharged on 26 February 1946. After the war he completed his trade certificate qualifications and 
started up a successful automotive electrical repair workshop in Moonah a northern suburb of Hobart. 
 
He married a childhood sweetheart Gwendoline (Gwen) nee Plowman, in 1944 and there were three 
children of that marriage – Tony (deceased) Jan and Maureen (also deceased). Sadly he lost his first wife 
Gwen to cancer in 1986. He remarried in 1987 to Christine who became the new love of his life and 
showed great compassion as she nursed him through his declining years. He is survived by his widow, 
Christine, daughter Jan and her husband Peter and their three children and five of his eight siblings – 
Shirley, Kevin, Graeme, Beverley and Peter. 
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DAY DATE TIME EVENT LOCATION Remarks 
 
FRI 
 
SAT 
 
SUN 

 
21 OCTOBER 

2011   
22 OCTOBER 

2011 
23 OCTOBER 

2011 
 

1/19 RNSWR ASSOCIATION 
OCTOBER 2011 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
& REUNION WEEKEND 

TUMUT 
RSL CLUB 

 

FRI 11 NOV 11 1030 REMEMBRANCE DAY SYDNEY CENOTAPH  

SAT 26 NOV 11 1230 NATIONAL & NSW LAUNCH OF 
RESERVE FORCES DAY 2012 

PARLIAMENT HOUSE 
MACQUARIE STREET 

SYDNEY 
BY INVITATION ONLY 

SAT 26 NOV 11 1830 RESERVE FORCES DAY 2012 LAUNCH 
FORMAL DINNER 

ROYAL AUTOMOBILE CLUB 
OF AUSTRALIA 

MACQUARIE STREET 
SYDNEY 

BY INVITATION ONLY 

WED 15 FEB 12 1030 
 

FALL OF SINGAPORE COMMEMORATION 
 

 
SYDNEY CENOTAPH 

 

 
 

WED 25 APR 12 0930 
ANZAC DAY MARCH & 
REUNION – SYDNEY 

March - Form Up Outside NSW Leagues Club Elizabeth St 
Reunion - MV Good Time - Sydney Harbour Cruise  

SAT 
TO BE ADVISED 

JUN 12 1800 ROYAL NEW SOUTH WALES REGIMENT 
OFFICERS’ REGIMENTAL DINNER TBA 

Further details & cost 
Tele: Regimental Secretary 
LTCOL Don SHEARMAN 
H:  (03) 9437 2383 
W: (03) 9450 7059) 

SUN 
TO BE ADVISED 

JUN 12 0930 ROYAL NEW SOUTH WALES REGIMENT 
ANNUAL CHURCH SERVICE 

GARRISON CHURCH 
MILLERS POINT SYDNEY  

SUN 01 JUL 12 1330 RESERVE FORCES DAY REVIEW SYDNEY DOMAIN    

SUN  

 
29 JUL 12 

TO BE 
CONFIRMED 

 

0930 POZIERES DAY COMMEMORATION WOOLLAHRA St Columba Church 

 
ASSOCIATION PATRONS & OFFICE BEARERS  

PATRON & LIFE MEMBER Lieutenant Colonel T.C. (Terry) IRWIN, MBE, OAM, ED, ARMIT, MIR, JP 
PATRON    Colonel B.E. (Brian) MARTYN, RFD 
HONORARY CHAPLAIN     Lieutenant Colonel Reverend Chaplain Canon C.G. (Colin) AIKEN, OAM, RFD, ChStJ 
CHANCELLOR   Philip GERBER, LL.M., M.Crim.  

 
PRESIDENT: 
R.J. (Roger) PERRY 
GPO Box 890 SYDNEY NSW 2001 
Telephone: 02 9363 2439 
Mobile:       0414 961 969 
Facsimile:  02 9328 3319 
Email:roger.perry@bigpond.com 
 
VICE PRESIDENT  & PUBLICITY OFFICER: 
M.J. (Mick) PASS 
15 Gwydir St BATEAU BAY NSW 2261 
Telephone:02 4332 4993 
Mobile:       0412 993 417 
Email: michaeljpass@optusnet.com.au 
 
HONORARY SECRETARY & NEWSLETTER EDITOR: 
R.J. (Bob) PINK, OAM 
P.O. Box 224 INGLEBURN NSW 1890 
Telephone: 02 8747 0941 
Mobile:       0414 907 427 
Email: bob.pink@optusnet.com.au 
 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY: 
B.J. (Bryan) SCHAFER JP 
42 Delaunay St INGLEBURN NSW 2565 
Telephone: 02 9605 5841 
Mobile:        0412 432 464 
Email: blues@tadaust.org.au 

 
TREASURER: 
R.J. (Joy) NEWTON RN BHSc 
146 Fragar Rd SOUTH PENRITH NSW 2750 
Email: newbraeton@virginbroadband.com.au 
 
ASSISTANT TREASURER: 
R.W. (Bob) WEIR 
13 Jason Close SINGLETON NSW 2330 
Telephone: 02 6573 4227 
Mobile:        0408 639 168 
Email:bob.weir@bigpond.net.au  
 
ASSOCIATION HISTORIAN: 
G.P. (Geoff) BRADDON, OAM, JP 
“Briar Corner” CARCOAR NSW 2791 
Telephone & Facsimile: 02 6367 3139 
Mobile: 0457 898 063 
Email : g.braddon@bigpond.com 
 
MERCHANDISING & MEMORABILIA:  
R.J. (Bob) WADE 
PO Box 138  CALWELL ACT 2905 
Telephone: 02 6292 4089 
Mobile:        0419 220 895 
Email:  waderobert@bigpond.com 
 

WEBSITE MANAGER: 
J.B. (John) FOGARTY, RFD JP AFAIM 
82 Woodburn Street 
BERALA NSW 2141 
Telephone: 02 9649 3336 Mobile: 0418 458 957 
Email: fogarty@vtown.com.au 

 
COMMITTEE: 
J.A. (John) ELLIOTT 
“Moira Plains” 
WILCANNIA NSW 2836 
Telephone: 08 8091 9492 
Email: BlackHat2000@bigpond.com 
 
G.A.C. (Graeme) GILL  
1 Paul Close CAMDEN NSW 2570 
Telephone: 02 4655 8245 
Email: graeme.gill@exemail.com.au 
 
K.W. (Kev) JONES, OAM 
9 Potaroo Place 
TOWNSEND NSW 2463 
Telephone: 02 6645 5474 
Mobile:        0419 164 411 
Email: thebigthree@bigpond.com 
 
HONORARY AUDITOR: 
D. (Dennis) ZALUNARDO, OAM JP 
1 Jacaranda Ave BAULKHAM HILLS NSW 2153 
Telephone: 02 9639 4673 
Mobile:        0418 230 446 
Email:dandpzal@bigpond.com 

 

 

ASSOCIATION WEBSITE ADDRESS: http//www.rnswr.com.au  
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Alf Mansfield forwarded a letter that he received from the Office of Australian War Graves 
(OAWG) which indicated that there was a proposal to redesign the Sandakan Memorial 
Park in Sabah, Malaysia to rectify some omissions and also to attempt to limit the 
damage caused by having the bronze plaques purloined. The redesigned area will have seating and sign 
age matching that already present in the Park. The proposal has merit and, unless there are any objections, I 
propose to tell OAWG that the Association supports the proposal. 
Sid Needham was hospitalised in May and we expect that by the time this edition of Frontline reaches you 
he will be back with Ellen and his family. Sid was one of the first senior NCOs to transfer into the fledging 19 
RNSWR when it was raised in 1966 and completed a long and distinguished Army Reserve career in 1/19 
RNSWR. We look forward to positive news of his recovery. 
Sadly, the news of the passing of our older members continues, this is particularly aggravated as winter 
settles upon us. Barbara Briggs – daughter of Jack Sanderson - advised us of the death of her step-mother, 
Lillian – Jack’s second wife of over sixty years – on 27 April. Jack currently resides in a nursing home at 
Greenacre. 
I was also sad to learn of the death of John Maher, who served in the RP Section, Bn HQ, in 1/19 RNSWR 
from September 1974. While John was not an Association member he will have been well known to many. I 
have conveyed our sympathies to his partner, Ingrid. 
26 June was the Royal New South Wales Regiment Church Parade at the Garrison Church in The Rocks in 
Sydney with the ranking guest MAJGEN Paul Brereton AM RFD. In the absence of Bob Pink, who was in 
Canberra on another engagement, I represented the Association at this important occasion. I was saddened 
to see that there was very little support from any unit associations with the exception of 30th Battalion, NSW 
Scottish who were there in force. The Guard was found from all Battalions of the Regiment and the 
Regimental Colours of both 1 RNSWR and 19 RNSWR were proudly marched into the Garrison Church to 
join the Queen’s and Regimental Colours of all the other Battalions that were already prepositioned. This is 
quite a spectacular occasion and one well worth attending. I commend it to your diary for 2012. We were 
fortunate to have a number of serving members of the Association on the Parade, including the Regimental 
Colonel, BRIG Paul Couch CSC RFD, the CO, 1/19 RNSWR, LTCOL Terry Betts, MAJ Ken Fitzgerald and 
CAPT Lee Monzo who was the Senior Colour Ensign. Also in attendance, albeit as part of 30th Battalion, 
were Joy and Reg Newton and Roy and Trish Rae. 
Sunday, 26 June also brought the sad news of the passing on Allan Bertram, one of the 2/19 “originals”. 
Allan had been in ill health for some time and he passed away in hospital with his family in attendance. 
Sadly, another “gap” in the ranks! Our thoughts go out to Lorna, Glenn and Cheryl and their families. 
Sunday, 3 July was the RFD Parade, which again was held in the Sydney Domain. A feature of this year’s 
Parade was the presentation to the partners of a commemorative medallion recognising their support of 
serving members over a long period of time. I was honoured to present these medallions to thirteen of our 
wives/partners and to introduce them to MAJGEN Paul Brereton AM, RFD who spoke to all of the recipients. 
For whatever reason a number apparently did not forward their nominations in time and Bob Pink has 
organised for additional medallions to be obtained. If you think your partner qualifies then contact Bob as a 
matter of urgency. This is a “one chance” opportunity to rectify the omission of anyone who missed out.  
The Parade was well attended but the lack of intelligence amongst the organising committee is beyond 
belief! They continue to exacerbate the feelings of members with their inept handling of Association Banners. 
Our Banner was somewhere up near the Navy, the Lancers’ Banner was behind 1/19 RNSWR and the 
Engineers’ Banner was over near 45th Battalion. Needless to say we took matters into our own hands and 
repositioned them in the correct location although why the officious marshals cannot get it right escapes me. 
Then they ask men and women, most of whom are in their sixty’s or seventy’s to stand around for three 
hours in the sun. The net result of this was a number of participants went down and required attention and a 
number walked off the Parade. The “great and good” including those responsible for organising the parade, 
sit up on their comfortable seats and have no concept of what people are being asked to endure. Unless I 
can be assured that there will be better organisation next year then 1/19 RNSWR may be “watching” from 
the side-lines. Her Excellency the Governor was her usual gracious self as she toiled on foot around the 
whole parade during her inspection. Her Excellency had a special word to the members of 1/19 that was 
greatly appreciated. 
Sunday, 24 July was the Annual Pozieres Commemoration Service and I was proud to once again represent 
the Association, along with Bob Pink on this important occasion. The CDF, GEN David Hurley AC, DSC was 
in attendance, as was MAJGEN Sandy Pearson and LTCOL Peter Morrissey, former Commanding Officer, 
1/19 RNSWR. Sadly, due to operational exigencies, 1/19 RNSWR were unable to Parade the 1st Battalion 
Colours. An impressive number of guests were in attendance and the ladies of St Columba’s Church 
provided an excellent morning tea on a very cold winter’s morning.    [CONTINUED OVER PAGE] 
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Sunday, August 14 saw us at Lidcombe for the Lidcombe RSL Sub-Branch Commemoration Service for 
Victory in the Pacific Day. I was proud to represent the Association on this occasion and lay a tribute in 
memory of the men of 2/19 Battalion AIF who did not return from the Malayan campaign. An impressive 
attendance that included Joe and Muriel Coombs, Jim and Margaret Forbes, Maureen Mariner, Graeme Gill, 
Joe’s two sons, Tony and Greg and his daughter Julie, along with Association Secretary, Bob Pink. Lunch 
was served afterwards at Lidcombe Catholic Club. I, unfortunately, was not able to partake of the Sub-
Branch’s hospitality but I am sure that Bob ably substituted for me.  
Monday, August 15 was the official VJ Day Commemorative Service at the Sydney Cenotaph. Unfortunately 
neither Bob Pink nor I were able to be present but the Association was ably represented by Graeme Gill, 
newly returned from two months in Queensland, Glen Scriven, who laid the wreath on behalf of 2/19th 
Battalion AIF, and David Ring.  
Saturday, August 27 saw the launch of Boldly and Faithfully – The Journal – The Official History of the 19th 

Australian Infantry Battalion Australian Imperial Force. I have written on this event elsewhere in Frontline. 
Suffice to say that three years of concentrated effort by a number of people came to a spectacular 
culmination in the presence of Her Excellency, Professor Marie Bashir, AC, CVO Governor of New South 
Wales, a large number of 2/19 Battalion AIF members and their families and a very distinguished assembly 
of guests.    
Friday, 9 September brought news of the sad passing of Percy Hunt at 92 years of age. Percy was a long 
time member of the Association and will be sadly missed by his sons Brian and Geoffrey and their families. 
The Association was represented at Percy’s funeral by CAPT Bill Edwards. 
I was overseas on the occasion of the Battle for Australia Commemorative service. John Walsh and Bob 
Pink represented the Association at this important event. 
I was saddened to learn of the death of Jean Birch on 15 September. Jean, a staunch member of the 
Association, had been in failing health for a short while and had moved from her home at Roselands to a 
nursing home at Manly Vale where she was closer to her son, Warwick and his family. Jean’s funeral was 
held on Tuesday, 20 September and Bob and I represented the Association at her farewell. 
I was pleased to receive a letter from the Director of the Office of Australian War Graves advising me that 
OAWG has completed their refurbishment of the Commemorative Memorial Area at the Sandakan Memorial 
Park in Borneo. As I said at the start of this column, the Association was consulted on this refurbishment and 
the results achieved are a reflection of the great work that OAWG does in tending these memorials situated 
in all parts of the world. 
As I was preparing to send this off to the Editor I received the news of the passing of Clarrie Harvey. Clarrie 
had been very frail for some time and was resident in a nursing home. We are indebted to his RSL Sub-
Branch for the advice. 
I was as also saddened to learn of the death, at 88 years of age, of the eldest brother of Association member 
LTCOL Peter McGuinness. Peter is a member of a large family most of whom reside in Tasmania and it was 
fortunate that, after a lifetime spent in far flung places, Peter now resides on the outskirts of Hobart and is 
with his family at this sad time. 
I was also sorry to learn that old stalwart Alf Mansfield has succumbed to advancing years and has been 
admitted to a nursing home as Betty can no longer care for him at their retirement residence. Our best 
wishes go to them both in their new circumstances. 
As this edition goes to press we are gearing up for the Annual Reunion in Tumut on the weekend of 21-23 
October. Already a large number of acceptances have been received and we look forward to a large roll up 
to participate in the weekend. 
Until we meet, take care of yourselves and each other. 
 

Roger Perry 
 
 

The Medallion (see at left) is 50mm in diameter and has the inscription “AWARDED IN 
RECOGNITION OF YOUR SUPPORT TO RESERVE FORCES” bordering the face of the medallion 
within a reflex blue infill and a clear cover of epoxy. The RFD logo is in the centre. The attractive 
medallion is in “gold” and the logo and inscription are surrounded by gold. A royal blue neck ribbon 
adorns the Medallion within a presentation box. A space on the reverse side provides for the 
recipient’s name and for the member to have engraved his own words of thanks for the years of 
support –which can be done later. The Medallion can be kept as a keepsake. 
 
IF YOU   MISSED OUT ON GETTING ONE AT THE RESERVE FORCES DAY PARADES IN JULY  
SEND A CHEQUE/MONEY ORDER FOR $25.00 MADE PAYABLE TO “RFD COUNCIL NSW” AND 
POST IT TO:  MAJOR Frank WOODHAMS, OAM, ED   TREASURER RFD COUNCIL 
3/800 MILITARY RD MOSMAN NSW 2088 
 
TOGETHER WITH YOUR DETAILS AND ADDRESS.  
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It is a pleasure to once again acknowledge the generosity of the  
following members which is gratefully received. Our Thanks folks ! 

 

MR Colin BRIEN 

MRS Shirley  DRUM 

LTCOL Terry IRWIN, MBE OAM ED

MR Bill LEECH 

WO1 Kev MARSHALL 

MR Fred POWER 

SGT Peter REYNOLDS 
WO2 Bodo SCHWARZ 

 
  

 
A very warm and sincere welcome is extended to the  

following new members who joined since the last newsletter: 
 

PTE   Alan PALMER FORSTER NSW 2428 

PTE Tony O’REILLY COOLAMON NSW 2701 

PTE Terry NIXON JP FOREST REEFS MILLTHORPE NSW 2798 

 
  
 
 
A  A couple of shots for you. The first one is a young 

Lieutenant in the Egyptian army conducting a 
TEWT for our group on the North African 
campaign He almost got it right. The second shot 

is me conducting a short service at the Australian Memorial at El Alamein 
Commonwealth War cemetery. Marilyn took the photo. Like all war 
cemeteries it is very moving. though the ages of those there seem to be 
just that little bit older than I am used to in Malaya or even France and 
Belgium. 
  
With regard to the AGM. As usual you clash with the Legacy National conference in Port Macquarie so will 
not be able to make it. Very interested in Peter’s dissertation on the northern Italian Front in WW1 as my 
maternal grandfather was a member of the Alpini or alpine troops that fought against Rommel during the 
battles of the Iconzo River. Rommel won his Pour le Merite ( the German VC) and my grandfather carried 
around bits of a German machine gun bullet in his chest until the day he died. Subsequently he fought in the 
guerrilla war against the takeover by Mussolini and the Fascists. Could you ask Peter to send me a copy 
after his presentation.  Our thanks and best wishes to all  - sorry we can’t make it.  
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Our Get Well Wishes to the following members who have been in and out of hospital in recent  
months: 

  Patricia Aiken 
Bill Baird 
John Elliott 
John Fogarty 
Alf Mansfield 
Sid Needham 
Mick Pass 
Don Peck 
Peter Phillips 

                 Ettie Read  
                 John Samin 
  
 
 
 
 

Mr Rodney William BEATTIE,   
C/- Kanchanaburi War Cemetery, Sang Chooto Road, Kanchanaburi 71000, Thailand   
MEDAL (OAM) OF THE ORDER OF AUSTRALIA IN THE GENERAL DIVISION  
For service to former prisoners of war and their families through roles with the Commonwealth 
War Graves Commission and the Thailand Burma Railway Museum. Mr Beattie moved 
to Thailand in 1989; he later became the curator of the Kanchanaburi War Cemetery. 
He came in contact with people visiting the cemetery searching for information about 
their relatives who had been prisoners of war. Mr Beattie began researching the 
Thailand Burma railway, including searching and clearing the railway line and searching 
archives around the world. He established a database, and later the Railway Centre to 
house the artifacts and information he has gathered. Manager, Kanchanaburi and 
Chungkai War Cemeteries, Commonwealth War Graves Commission, since 1995. 

Managing Director, Thailand Burma Railway Centre, since 2003. Mr Beattie began planning the Musuem in 
1999; it is located next to the Kanchanaburi War Cemetery. Involved in the establishment of the Hellfire Pass 
Heritage Trail, Australian Thai Chamber of Commerce, 1994. Project Manager, Hellfire Pass Memorial Museum, Office of 
Australian War Graves, Department of Veterans’ Affairs, 1996-1998. Prepared 12 editions, Hellfire Pass Memorial 
Museum Journal; another edition is being prepared. 
 
Mr David Clifford (Dick) PAYTEN,  

Chester Hill NSW 2162  
MEDAL (OAM) OF THE ORDER OF AUSTRALIA IN THE GENERAL DIVISION  
For service to veterans through the Seventh Australian Infantry Division Association. 
President, Seventh Australian Infantry Division Association, since 2004; fundraiser. 
Under his Presidency a number of projects have been established, including: 
Commemorative plaques on the Wahroonga Kokoda Garden Memorial.  -  A 7th 
Division memorial plaque at the Rocky Creek War Memorial Park, North 
Queensland – A 7th Division memorial wall on the Sydney to Canberra 
Remembrance Driveway, Bass Hill. Current Chairman and Founding Member, 
Mogriguy War Veterans Descendants and Citizens Association. Current Appeals 
Chairman and Welfare Officer, Bankstown Legacy; volunteer, for over 20 years. 
Chairman and Founding member Evans Head Legacy, 1980s 
 

 
Brigadier Philip Douglas WINTER CSC  
MEMBER (AM) IN THE MILITARY DIVISION OF THE ORDER OF AUSTRALIA 
For exceptional service as the Commander, Australian Defence Force Counter Improvised Explosive Device 
Task Force. Brigadier Winter has demonstrated outstanding vision, drive and leadership during his tenure as 
the Commander of the Australian Defence Force Counter Improvised Explosive Device Task Force. He has 
made a lasting contribution to the development of counter improvised explosive device capabilities for 
Australia, and his work has directly contributed to protecting the lives of Australian personnel deployed on 
operations. His initiative and outstanding dedication to duty accord with the highest ideals and standards of 
the Australian Army and the Australian Defence Force.  
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Pictured

Hills RS
Tony Ha

  

CONGRATULATIONS TO 
Pamela & Salvatore Gionfrida on their
marriage at St Gerasimos’ Church Leichhardt
on 9 October 2011. Pam is the hardworking
co-ordinator of the Association’s newsletter
and without her exceptional expertise and
professionalism there wouldn’t be a newsletter.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

CONGRATULATIONS TO  
ENNEDY ON HIS 60th BIRTHDAY 
 above at the Birthday Bash at Seven 
L Club on 30 July L to R: Bob Pink, 
rvey, Don Kennedy & Larry Burridge 
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CONGRATULATIONS 
TO Bill FOGARTY (Jnr) 
pictured with his proud parents 
Joan and Bill Fogarty at the 
conferring of a further degree to 
his impressive academic 
attainments at the Australian 
National University on 14 July 
2011. He is now Bill Fogarty, BA  
Comm[Can Uni], Dip Ed[Dar Uni]. 
MAAPD[ANU], PhD[ANU]. 
CONGRATULATIONS TO Malcolm & Jane LE COMTE who 
were married at the Queanbeyan Golf Club on 7 
May 2011. Family and friends were in attendance. 
CONGRATULATIONS TO Jack TRACEY who celebrated his 90th Birthday at Lithgow Workers 

Club.on 25 SEP 11. Photo from PeterTracey (standing far left) shows the family all together for the 
first time in many years. Peter’s daughter Skye is below him and son Dan to his left side. Sister 
Kaye is sitting to left of Skye & Scotia next to Kaye. Dad's brother Bill is sitting next to him. 
CONGRATULATIONS TO  
Neil & Ethel MELVILLE 
on the safe arrival of their 4th great granddaughter Nevaeh Skye 
born to their grandson Owen & partner Kerin Joy Otto on 4 May 
2011.  Neil & Ethel’s son Ian is a new grandfather and Our Hearty 
Congratulations to the proud parents ! 



  
  
 
     

 
 
 
 
   

Enjoying an ale – or two  at the 
anberra Club in July – former RSM
orm GOLDSPINK who remembers
9 RNSWR well and passes on hi

est wishes to Merv Morgan of the
infamous “carrot episode” 

pic
S

Martin & Helen 
HANSON at the RAA 

Corps Dinner. 

Her Excellency Professor Marie BASHIR AC CVO 
Governor of NSW welcoming Martin HANSON to the 

RAA Corps Dinner. 

Mrs 
MUNDI

Bill FOG

ABORIGINAL & TORRES STRAIT ISLANDER 
VETERANS’ DAY - FRIDAY 27 MAY 2011  
HYDE PARK WAR MEMORIAL - SYDNEY 

L to R:  Terry LOFTUS - Roy (Zeke) MUNDINE, OAM  
 John KINSELA - Barry GISSELL, Harold ALI, BEM 

Don W

Les FORDHAM, Judy & Peter BRANDNER at 
KUNUNURRA W.A. during Les’ visit in August 
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Les FORDHAM & Charles JENSEN 
tured outside the Birdsville Hotel QLD in 

eptember BRANDNER at KUNUNURRA 
VISITATION TO SID & ELLEN NEEDHAM 17 JULY 11
by Mick PASS & Roger PERRY. 

 Sid & Ellen send  their best regards to all.
Annette WINTER pictured with Zeke 
NE in Ingleburn township after checking 

the stockmarket at Westpac ! 

ARTY pictured in October last year at 
the Memorial at Tobruk, Libya  

AYNE at the controls of a Huey at the 
Oroville USA Air Show 



  
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

FROM PRESIDENT ROGER PERRY 
 

Saturday, August 27 saw another milestone in the annals of 19 Battalion. The Association published the 
Official History of our World War 1 predecessor, 19th Australian Infantry Battalion AIF. 
The link between the present day battalion 1st/19th Battalion, The Royal New South Wales Regiment and 19th 
Battalion AIF is a particularly strong one that was fostered and nurtured by the early Commanding Officers of 
19 RNSWR and 1/19 RNSWR. The interaction with the veterans of the campaigns on Gallipoli and the 
Western Front, particularly on ANZAC Day and Pozieres Day was a highpoint of the training year in those 
long gone days when I was a “young soldier” in the present day unit. These men imbued us with a sense of 
our history and inspired us in our service. The link exists to this day with the annual award of the Peryman 
Award, established by the family of the late CAPT Mario Peryman, who served in 19 Battalion AIF, and 
subsequently served in World War 2, and took a keen interest in the doings of the young soldiers of the 
present day unit. 
Sadly, the men of 19th Battalion AIF are no longer with us and, for whatever reason it was one of a few WW1 
units that did not produce a unit history in the post war years. A strange circumstance, given the strength of 
their association right through to the 1970s! It was certainly something that was frequently discussed in the 
early days of 19 RNSWR and 1/19 RNSWR. 
Whatever the reason for the omission it has now been rectified thanks to the outstanding efforts of Peter 
McGuinness, former Commanding Officer of 1/19 RNSWR and someone who served in the days when the 
men of 19 Battalion AIF were still actively involved with the Unit. Peter has spent untold hours over the past 
three years in bringing this project to completion. 
That “completion” culminated in a spectacular event on 27 August when Boldly and Faithfully was officially 
launched by Her Excellency, Professor Marie Bashir AC, CVO, Governor of New South Wales before an 
audience of over 220 guests including GEN David Hurley, CSC, Chief of Defence Force and Mrs Hurley; 
MAJGEN Craig Williams, AM, RFD Commander 2nd Division and representing Chief of Army and Mrs 
Williams; MAJGEN Paul Brereton AM, RFD Head Cadet, Reserve and Employer Support Division and Mrs 
Brereton, BRIG Paul Couch, CSC, RFD, Regimental Colonel, The Royal New South Wales Regiment and 
Mrs Couch, LTCOL Terry Irwin, MBE, OAM, ED, Association Patron and Mrs Irwin and their daughter 
Sharon, members of the Association and their families and a number of other distinguished guests who had 
expressed interest in Peter’s epic work. Sadly, COL Tom Crawford, LVO, ISO, MBE, ED and his wife Valerie 
were unable to be present but they were ably represented by their daughter and son in law, Nancy and Bill 
Meehan, together with a number of their grandchildren. 
A large gathering of members of 2nd/19th Battalion AIF and their families were also present and I was very 
happy to see Ettie Read and her daughter, Dr Maurie Brennan and his wife Elizabeth, Jim and Margaret 
Forbes, Fred and Moira Power with members of their family, Glen Scriven and his granddaughter, Eric and 
Helen Wilson together with their son Bruce and his wife. The support of members of 2/19 Battalion members 
was a graphic reminder of the relationship that previously existed between the men of 2/19th and their 
predecessors, 19 Battalion AIF. 
The very moving address by Her Excellency, which is reprinted elsewhere in this edition, typified the 
approach which this wonderful person takes to any task she undertakes. She had read Boldly and Faithfully 
in advance of the launch and her address reflected her intimate knowledge of the contents. 
The Commanding Officer 1/19 RNSWR, LTCOL Terry Betts graciously agreed to allow the Colours of 19 
Battalion to be displayed and I am grateful to the Adjutant 1/19 RNSWR, CAPT Nicholas Bracken and the 
RSM 1/19 RNSWR, WO1 Nathan Ahearn for making this possible. A special thank you is due to CPL David 
Pickard and PTE Aaron Austin who gave up their weekend to participate and act as Orderlies. WO1 Bill 
Campbell enhanced the proceedings in his inimitable style with his magnificent piping. 
I must acknowledge the assistance of members of the Committee who acted as official escorts to the VIP 
guests and Geoffrey Braddon, OAM and his beautiful daughter Mollie Jo who stepped in at short notice to 
provide assistance with seat allocation and recording of book sales. 
Finally, I acknowledge the sterling work done by our Honorary Secretary, Bob Pink, OAM in preparing all the 
“paperwork” for the day and to Mick Pass, our Vice President, for his assistance with the organisation and for 
acting as MC on the day.  
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Our grateful thanks to Tony Newton for his photographic professionalism and expertise on the day 
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INTRODUCTION TO BOLDLY & FAITHFULLY  
 
Roger Perry, President 1/19 RNSWR Association  
 
In May 1965, when I joined the Citizen Military Forces (CMF) as a young man, one of the first authority 
figures I encountered was Peter McGuinness, then a young Lieutenant in the Royal Tasmania Regiment, 
who was a Platoon Commander in 4 Course, OCTU. That was the start of an association, and a friendship, 
that has stood the test of time. In 1966, when business commitments forced my retirement from OCTU and 
my transfer to the newly formed 19 RNSWR, I was followed, shortly after, by Peter, who, having shepherded 
4 Course OCTU to graduation, came to the Battalion as a Company Commander.  
We enjoyed many happy days in 19 RNSWR, and 1/19 RNSWR and I was very pleased when Peter 
assumed command of the Battalion. Sadly, his business career robbed the Australian Army of a very 
talented leader at an early age. I well recall, during those far off days, that there was talk of the need to 
record the “missing” history of 19th Battalion AIF. I also recall that some of my proudest moments were 
representing the Battalion at Pozières Day services at the Anglican Sailors’ and Soldiers’ Memorial Church 
of St Luke in Clovelly where the 19th Battalion AIF Pozières Cross was enshrined. We, the young soldiers of 
19 RNSWR and 1/19 RNSWR, were very fortunate to have a close relationship with the veterans of 19th 
Battalion AIF and were invited to join them on ANZAC Day when we were inspired by their tales of the 
Battalion’s activities at Gallipoli and on the Western Front and the men who had served and did not return. In 
later years, with the passing of these “heroes”, came the veterans of 2/19th Battalion AIF to provide the 
same inspiration to younger members of 1st/19th RNSWR. I am proud to say that the relationship continues, 
unbroken, today nearly half a century later.  
When this Association was formed in 1998 the links with our predecessors were maintained until, in 2001, 
the men of 2/19th Battalion AIF Association decided to “lay down their burden” and passed the “torch” to 
1/19 RNSWR Association. We gladly took up the role of preserving the past and promoting the future. One of 
my first tasks was to organize the reprint of The Grim Glory, the Official History of 2/19 Battalion AIF. This 
had been under discussion for a number of years and was going nowhere. After some time and considerable 
frustration, Peter McGuinness, by then a retired Lieutenant Colonel, committed the ultimate Infantryman’s sin 
– he volunteered to take on the task. That culminated, in April 2006, with the launch of the 3rd edition of The 
Grim Glory. Five years later we are still reprinting copies to meet an ongoing demand.  
Peter thought he had earned a well-deserved retirement until, as he says in his Preface, he went off on a 
Western Front Battlefields tour, as an escort/guide, in 2008 and was challenged to back up his assertions 
regarding the role of 19th Battalion AIF by putting down their history. When he broached the subject with me 
he was most probably reasonably sure that he would receive my unqualified support. Unlike his work on The 
Grim Glory, which entailed detailed editing and some correction, this task required research from scratch. 
For three years I have followed Peter’s endeavours with wonder and awe. He has spent untold days at the 
Australian War Memorial, he has spent untold hours on the internet and he has spent untold months at his 
computer, compiling, revising, editing and reviewing what will be the seminal work on the exploits of 19th 
Battalion AIF.  
The result of his labour speaks for itself and there is nothing that I can say that will add one whit to the 
finished resource. My task, in writing this introduction, is to acknowledge the immense debt that we owe to 
Peter for his efforts to conclude this task. This effort culminates in the volume that you hold in your hand. His 
dedication to accuracy, acknowledged on numerous occasions by archivists when he has pointed out 
inaccuracies, his depth of knowledge of military strategy and his understanding of the ethos that moves men 
to take up the cause of fighting for their Country, shines through in Boldly and Faithfully. Words are 
inadequate in expressing the gratitude that we feel for his efforts. He knows that his diligence has produced 
a work that will fill a blank space in the annals of the Australian Military. For that he has my personal thanks 
and, I am sure, the thanks and gratitude of the descendants of those men who wrote the history of this proud 
Battalion in their deeds and their blood. He also has the thanks of those who soldier today under the proud 
banner of 19th Battalion and carry on the tradition that was forged by so many over such an extended 
period. The only other task that remains to me is to thank a number of people who have aided in the task of 
completing this history after a delay of nearly a century. My thanks are expressed to MAJGEN Steve Gower 
AO, AO (Mil) (Retd) and the staff of the Australian War Memorial. Despite savage funding cuts, MAJGEN  
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Gower provided a great deal of assistance in the supply of images for Boldly and Faithfully and, as Peter has said, the 
staff of the Australian War Memorial were unstinting in their assistance.  
I am also indebted to MAJGEN Paul Le Gay Brereton AM, RFD, Head Cadet, Reserve and Employer Support Division 
and a former Commander of 5th Brigade, who has taken the time from his busy military and civilian schedule to review 
the work in progress at the request of the author and graciously agreed to write the Foreword. It is also appropriate that I 
thank MAJ Ken McKay RFD, ED (Retd). Ken, another former comrade from 1/19 RNSWR, has given Peter great 
assistance in reviewing the chapters as they emerged, providing feedback and assistance in ensuring the accuracy and 
veracity of the content. To single out one last person for thanks I must mention the Honorary Secretary of the 
Association, Robert Pink OAM. Bob has been an enthusiastic supporter of the project since its inception, as he has been 
of every project that the Association has been involved in. Bob was also largely responsible for obtaining the Raymond 
Jones photo albums and making the contents available for inclusion in the history. Finally, I must express the great debt 
that is owed to those who have provided the financial support that has enabled this production to see the light of day. 
Many people and organisations have contributed, members of the Association have given generous support and we 
could not have reached today without the support of these generous souls. To those who read Boldly and Faithfully I 
point out that this history is not designed to glorify war. It is written in the sincere hope that future generations will learn 
from the lessons of the past. It is also written so that those who serve today, in defence of the freedoms we all prize so 
highly, will be inspired by the deeds of those who served before them and in the earnest hope that today’s men and 
women of the Australian Army will provide inspiration for future generations of Australians. 
 
 

WELCOME SPEECH BY MR ROGER PERRY 
PRESIDENT 1/19 RNSWR ASSOCIATION 

 
YOUR EXCELLENCY,  
GENERAL David HURLEY, Chief of Defence Force and Mrs 
Linda Hurley,  
MAJOR GENERAL Craig WILLIAMS, Commander 2nd 
Division and representing the Chief of Army and Mrs Susan 
Williams,  
MAJOR GENERAL Paul BRERETON, Head – Cadet, 
Reserve and Employer Support Division and Mrs Susan 
Brereton,  
BRIGADIER Paul COUCH, Regimental Colonel, The Royal 
New South Wales Regiment and Mrs Carmel Couch,  
MEN OF 2/19 BATTALION AUSTRALIAN IMPERIAL 
FORCE, their families and friends  
DISTINGUISHED GUESTS,  
FELLOW MEMBERS OF 1/19 RNSWR ASSOCIATION, and  
LADIES and GENTLEMEN  
 
It is a source of great pride, and particular pleasure that I 
welcome Her Excellency and all of you here today.  I always 
have a differing view to that of my overworked Association 
Secretary Bob Pink when we set out to plan a function. He 
expects no-one to respond and predicts that we will require 
“rent a crowd”; I take the contrary view and am always right. 
That over two hundred people have responded, and a similar 
number have proffered their sincere regrets at their inability 

to be with us indicates the importance of the occasion or, more particularly, the importance of the subject of 
the occasion.  
 The launch of Boldly and Faithfully, The Journal, The Official History of 19th Australian Infantry 
Battalion AIF!  
At long last, nearly a century after the end of World War 1, the history of this proud Battalion has been 
written and the deeds of the men who served in 19th Battalion AIF have been recorded for posterity. In 
acknowledging the importance of today let me take this opportunity to record my very sincere thanks to Miss 
Ellen Harmer, the Conference and Events Co-coordinator of the Royal Automobile Club of Australia and the 
staff of the Club, for their splendid efforts in organising this afternoon’s event. They have done their usual 
exemplary job to ensure that today’s proceedings go without a hitch.  
 I also want to take this opportunity to express our thanks and gratitude to Lieutenant Colonel Terry 
Betts, for agreeing to allow the Colours of 19 Battalion to be displayed here today and to thank his 
Regimental Sergeant Major, Warrant Class One Nathan Ahearn and the Adjutant, 1/19 RNSWR, Captain 
Nicholas Bracken, together with Corporal David Pickard and Private Aaron Austin for giving of their time to  
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to participate in this event. Emblazoned on these Colours are some of the Battle Honours won by men of 
19th Battalion AIF and 2/19 Battalion AIF. This is an example of the living history that is present in this room 
today. The unbroken line that goes from Suakin in 1885, through the Boer War, the First World War and the 
Second World War to the present day !  These Colours provide inspiration to those who proudly serve in 
1/19 RNSWR today and the presence of men who earned those Battle Honours is a source of inspiration – 
as it has been since the present day Battalion was raised in 1966. As a young soldier in those days I was 
privileged to meet many of the survivors of 19th Battalion AIF, to listen to their stories and to be inspired by 
their deeds. That Peter McGuinness has now committed some of those deeds to writing is a source of great 
joy and will enable our successors to understand a little better the history of our Battalion. Today is not the 
occasion for long winded speeches by me. As most of you know I do as I am told, stand where I am told and 
salute when I am told. I do however want to express my personal thanks to Ken McKay, a long-time friend 
from 1/19 RNSWR days who has given Peter a great deal of assistance in the writing of Boldly and 
Faithfully. Peter tells me that your  
help Ken, has been immeasurable and I am very grateful. I also thank Jonathan Eadie from Print Applied 
Technology of Tasmania who are the printers of Boldly and Faithfully. Jonathan has made the journey from 
Hobart to be with us today. I first became involved with Print Applied Technology when we were organizing 
the reprint of The Grim Glory and many of you here know what an excellent job they did on that. What most 
people, myself included, do not know is the amount of work that goes into producing a masterpiece like The 
Grim Glory or Boldly and Faithfully. The end product speaks for itself and I am very grateful to Jonathan, and 
all of the staff at PAT for their dedication to excellence. It is also appropriate that I acknowledge the 
contribution of Major General Paul Brereton, former Commander, 5 Brigade and now the man with the 
longest title in the Australian Army as Head – Cadet, Reserve and Employer Support Division, who has been 
involved with Peter every step of the way through this journey and has graciously taken the time to write the 
Foreword to this seminal work.  
 I express my thanks to the Warrant Officer Class 1 Bill Campbell OAM. Bill, with great generosity of 
spirit, adds to the splendour of any occasion he graces with his presence by the quality of his playing. Apart 
from the imposing presence that he presents, the skirl of the pipes raises the event from the mundane to the 
special.  It is proper that I acknowledge the members of 2/19 Battalion AIF, and their families who have 
made the effort to be with us today. As I said earlier, our predecessors inspire those who serve today and 
the continuing involvement of our former comrades honours the memory of those who are gone and drives 
the aspirations of those who come after. It is timely that I record my appreciation of the many people who 
have, through their generous donations, assisted the Association in bringing this project to a conclusion. 
Many of the organisations that made donations in response to my appeal for assistance are represented 
here today and they know that their generosity is greatly appreciated. 
 Similar thanks are due to numerous members of my Association for their unstinting generosity and 
support over the three years since this project commenced. There remains one other person for me to 
acknowledge and that is our Association Honorary Secretary, Mr Bob Pink. Bob is the driving force in 1/19 
RNSWR Association and without him we would not exist today. Bob is the most excellent Chief of Staff that 
any Commander could have. I know that there are a number of former officers here today that would 
wholeheartedly agree with me. Finally, I thank Peter McGuinness. Peter undertook the task of writing the 
Official History of 19 Battalion AIF after a visit to the battlefields of the Western Front some years ago. As I 
say in my introduction to Boldly and Faithfully, the end result is the product of him putting his life on “hold” for 
three years, countless visits to Canberra for research at the Australian War Memorial and untold hours 
bringing it all together. Those of us who have seen the finished product know how well he achieved his aim. 
He has added to the store of this nation’s history and for that we will always be in his debt. Without further 
ado I now introduce Lieutenant Colonel Peter McGuiness the author of Boldly and Faithfully who will relate 
some of the challenges he faced and then call upon Her Excellency to speak to us and to officially launch 
this Official History of 19 Battalion AIF. 
 
SPEECH FOR LAUNCH BY LIEUTENANT COLONEL PETER McGUINNESS MBE, RFD, ED  
 
President Perry,  
Your Excellency, Professor Marie Bashir, AC, CV0, Governor of New South Wales  
General David Hurley AC, DSC, Chief of Defence Force  
Major General Craig Williams AM, Commander 2nd Division and representing Chief of Army  
Major General Paul Brereton, AM, RFD Head Cadet, Reserve and Employer Support Division  
Brigadier Paul Couch, CSC, RFD, Regimental Colonel, The Royal New South Wales Regiment  
Our other distinguished guests, fellow members of 1/19 RNSWR Association, particularly those of 2/19 
Battalion AIF, and your guests,  
Ladies and Gentlemen  
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First may I offer my personal thanks for your attendance here today by which you do those who served with 
19th Australian Infantry Battalion, AIF all those years ago, 1/19 RNSWR Association which has made this 
day possible and myself much honour.  It is with some disquiet that I stand before you today as the self-
acclaimed author of BOLDLY AND FAITHFULLY – THE JOURNAL. In truth I am not the author as there are 
many authors. I refer to those members of 19th Battalion who all those years ago on the battlefields of 
Gallipoli, Egypt, France and Belgium made entries into the War Dairy, intelligence summaries, patrol reports, 
recommendations for awards to recognise acts of gallantry and bravery, notifications of deaths, enquiries 
into accidents, entries into personnel records detailing promotions and demotions, attendance at schools and 
courses, recorded an act of mutiny, wrote summaries of courts martial, detailed the punishment of those 
found guilty and maintained personal diaries and photographed a number of events. On the home front the  
writers of letters expressing family concerns of loved ones wounded, missing or killed in action. Those 
selected for inclusion have been used to create this rich and I trust enduring history of a noted WW1 
Australian Infantry Battalion which for 93 years has had no unit history. Their names are enshrined 
throughout this journal. I have chosen two excerpts from Boldly and Faithfully which had a profound effect on 
me as I am sure they will with you:  
First among 19th Battalion’s heroes:  
 
4251 Private Frederick SULLIVAN was recommended for the award of a Victoria Cross. The original 
recommendation reads: “For conspicuous gallantry and courage on the 22nd August 1916 south-east of  
Bapaume Road, near Pozières. On the morning of the 22 August about 6:30 am he was on duty in a trench 
and heard cries from No Man‟s Land. Private Sullivan left the trench and went out towards the cries, finding 
a wounded Australian soldier about 40 yards from the German trenches. He then returned and asked for a 
volunteer to help him bring in the wounded man. Private Weaver also of 19th Battalion volunteered and went 
out with him. They were sniped at all the time. On reaching the wounded man they found it necessary to get 
a stretcher. They returned for this and eventually brought in the man who proved to be Sergeant McKay of 
the 8th Battalion, 2nd Brigade, who had been lying there since 18 August 1916. Private Sullivan went out 
three times under fire, on the first occasion alone and on the other two occasions accompanied by Private 
Weaver. Unfortunately the Victoria Cross recommendation was not approved. However, he was awarded a 
Distinguished Conduct Medal instead as was his volunteer helper Private Weaver. Second: A matter of 
family concerns. This dreadful war added great stress to the families back home in Australia. The Lyons 
family was one such family from which a mother saw her three sons go to war: Privates Frederick Norman 
LYONS, Raymond Alfred LYONS and Reginald Laurence LYONS were the brothers. The oldest brother 
Frederick Norman died from pneumonia at 12th Casualty Clearing Station, near Armentieres, France, on 11 
July 1916. The second brother Reginald Laurence was wounded in action during the operations at 
Broodseinde, Belgium on 4 October 1917 and died of his wounds on the same day. The third son, the 
youngest, was also WIA on 4th October 1917 but recovered from his wounds. Saddened by the loss of two 
of her sons and disturbed by letters from her youngest son his mother wrote direct to Lieutenant General 
Birdwood asking “Could you send me my son home?”  
 
A transcript of that letter reads:  

 
General Birdwood,  

 
 Dear Sir,  
I write to ask you could you send me my son home. I have lost two sons at this 
terrible war and I think that to lose the third would be the end of me. I am only living 
in hopes that my boy will soon come back to me. No doubt you will think that I have 
taken leave of my senses writing to you but you will understand a broken hearted 
mother’s appeal. My son is only 23 years old but it is not because he is so young 
that I am writing it is because he is saddened by the death of his brother that was 
killed on October 4th, 1917 that I am asking for his return. My eldest son, No. 3964 
Private FN Lyons, 55th Battalion, died at Armentieres on 11 July 1916 and No. 4306 
Private RL Lyons, 5th AMG Coy died of wounds 4th October, 1917. The boy I want 
home is No. 4569 Private Raymond Alfred Lyons, 19th Battalion; he has been on 
Active Service two years and seen some fighting. Hoping you will do all you can for 
me.  
   I am, Sir, Your humble servant.  
    (Sgd) ME Lyons.  

 PS. I wish you and all the Allies success and safe return home.  
 

21 



   

 
 
General Birdwood reacted by writing direct to Lieutenant Colonel Beiers, Commanding Officer, 19th Battalion 
asking him to verify the death of the two brothers and remove Private Lyons from the front line. After 
confirmation of the loss of his two brothers General Birdwood approved Private Raymond Alfred Lyons‟ 
return to Australia and early discharge granting his mother’s request for his safe return. These two excerpts 
are among many stories of individuals who served with 19th Battalion – I recommend that you do not dismiss  
the footnotes as many of the individual’s stories are noted among them. There are many people who have 
contributed in some major or minor way to help me along the three year journey. I am deeply grateful to all of 
them. From a more complete list in my preface I choose today to acknowledge the following:  
Peter Crawford and Phyl Crawford OAM. On a number of occasions my Canberra hosts. For accepting me 
into their extended family, generous hospitality, support and interest in this project.  
Nancy and Bill Meehan my longtime friends and Sydney hosts who through my long association with 
Nancy‟s father and mother, Tom and Valerie Crawford, long ago invited me into their extended family and 
have shared my life‟s journey over so many years. Members of the Australian War Memorial Research 
Centre Staff and the Military Heraldry and Technology staff at the Australian War Memorial, Treloar 
Conservation Centre. From the National Archives of Australia Reference Service – Ms Leslie Weatherall.  
Major General Paul Le Gay Brereton AM, RFD, Head Cadet, Reserve and Employer Support Division a 
former Commander of 5th Brigade, who so readily accepted my request to write the foreword. Lieutenant 
Colonel Peter Morrissey, Commanding Officer of 1st/19th Battalion, RNSWR, 2008-2010 and good friend for 
his great interest and support particularly during my visits to Canberra. The members of the “College of 
Colonels”. All have a common link having been Commanding Officers of 1st/19th Battalion RNSWR. For the 
curious the members of the College of Colonels are detailed in my preface. Lieutenant Colonel Paul Murphy 
a longtime friend. Without Paul‟s invitation to be one of the tour guides on his highly successful “Our Other 
Anzac Day” tour in 2008 I would not have been at Mont St Quentin to be challenged to write this history of 
19th Battalion and this journal would not have started let alone be in print. Jonathan Eadie my contact at 
Print Applied Technology, our printers, for his professional and technical advice so freely given that have 
helped with the excellence of the printing of Boldly and Faithfully – The Journal. My good friend Major Ken 
McKAY RFD, ED and his wife Ronda. Ken, aided by Ronda, undertook a progressive review of the journal 
and offered advice on a number of issues and suggested changes that have considerably enhanced the final 
product. Ken’s great eye for detail has been most helpful in ensuring the accuracy and veracity of this 
journal. For his outstanding contribution, constant support and encouragement I offer my personal thanks 
and gratitude. To Robert Pink, Honorary Secretary of 1/19 RNSWR Association, also a good friend over 
many years. For his assistance in locating and preserving the Private Raymond Jones photo albums and a 
number of other articles that have added to this journal. The Association, as am I, is fortunate to have such a 
stalwart supporting us. We owe Bob our unstinting gratitude. Roger Perry, President of 1/19 RNSWR 
Association and good friend over many years. Without Roger‟s support, motivation, encouragement through 
difficult times and personal commitment to the printing of this history it would not have come into print. I am 
most appreciative of his kind words in recognition of my efforts in his Introduction to Boldly and Faithfully and 
here today. At times it has again been a deeply emotional journey which on occasion, as with my work with 
The Grim Glory – The Official History of 2/19 Battalion AIF, I had to put aside as I was overwhelmed by the 
enormity of the suffering, hardships faced and surmounted, of the gallantry and heroism that emerged when 
on and off the field of battle. I had difficulty in comprehending the effect it had on the families and loved ones 
left behind at home as the families struggled while trying to pursue a “normal” family life with the major 
breadwinners away at war and of how they dealt with their grief and sorrow at the loss of a loved one or dealt 
with the horror of those that returned home sick, blinded, wounded, limbless and insane and needed to be 
nursed and comforted back to good health. Strangely, it became personal as if through the research, writing 
and formatting I was deeply involved and somehow shared in their many travails and triumphs and their 
compassion. Once again as with The Grim Glory it has been a deeply humbling experience. So who now 
owns this history, not me, I contributed very little to the Battalion’s History, other than the mechanics, and 
emotional issues of bringing it all together! It rightfully belongs of course to those who served with 19th 
Battalion but they are no longer with us. In their memory I have given what I have done freely and totally 
unfettered into the care of the 1st/19th RNSWR Association, to Roger Perry and his Committee, in the 
certain knowledge that they will preserve and maintain this history as I intended it to be – a gift to our nation 
– and in doing so to be an enduring record for those members of the Australian Imperial Force who served 
with 19th Australian Infantry Battalion AIF. I trust and pray that by this journal the sacrifice of those members 
of 19th Battalion who lay forever in some foreign field and those who returned to their homeland and families 
and since then their life’s journey has ended to pass onto some kinder place in the hope that we will not 
forget!  
Thank you.  
 
It is now my privilege and honour on behalf of 1st/19th Battalion RNSWR Association to invite Professor 
Marie Bashir, AC, CVO, Governor of New South Wales to officially launch BOLDLY AND FAITHFULLY – 
THE JOURNAL, THE OFFICIAL HISTORY OF 19th AUSTRALIAN INFANTRY BATTALION.  
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SPEECH BY HER EXCELLENCY PROFESSOR MARIE BASHIR, AC, CVO   

GOVERNOR OF NEW SOUTH WALES  
AT THE OFFICIAL LAUNCH OF THE HISTORY OF THE 19TH BATTALION AIF  
“BOLDLY AND FAITHFULLY”  AT THE ROYAL AUTOMOBILE CLUB SYDNEY  

ON SATURDAY, 27 AUGUST 2011 
 
 

General David Hurley AC DSC, Chief of Defence Force and Mrs Linda Hurley 
Major General Craig Williams AM, Commander 2nd Division Representing Chief of Army 
and Mrs Susan Williams 
Mr Roger Perry, President 1/19 RNSWR Association, Incorporating the 2nd/19th Battalion 
AIF Association 
Major General Paul Le Gay Brereton AM RFD, Head Cadet, Reserve and Employer 
Support Division, and Mrs Susan Brereton 
Brigadier Paul Couch CSC RFD, Regimental Colonel, The Royal New South Wales Regiment 
and Mrs Carmel Couch 
Lieutenant Colonel Peter McGuinness MBE RFD ED, Author and former Commanding 
Officer, 1/19 RNSWR 
Mr Jonathan Eadie, Sales & Marketing Manager, Print Applied Technology Ptd Ltd 
Families and Friends and Members of the Colour Party from the 1st/19th Battalion The 
Royal New South Wales Regiment Association who bear the continuity of a great Battalion 
Other distinguished guests and friends 
 

 
It is a singular privilege to be asked to launch this very significant contribution to Australia’s military history - 
the official history of the 19th Battalion of the Australian Imperial Force. Indeed some of you may recall how 
deeply touched i was some years ago to be called upon to join you for the launch of the third reprint of that 
superb book, – “The Grim Glory”, edited by Lieutenant Colonel Peter McGuinness.  
 
This new contribution by Lieutenant Colonel McGuinness is an extraordinarily meticulously researched work, 
whose detail is awesome. Indeed the author has painstakingly transcribed not only the Battalion’s war diary 
but also the war diaries of a number of the Battalion’s members – day by day entries, often from the war 
front, to create a rich and unique history. And he has faithfully avoided, as far as possible, making changes 
to the original entry except on occasions “to add clarity to a few confusing entries”. Members of this 
gathering today may be aware that the 19th Australian Infantry Battalion, soon after its establishment in 1915 
at Liverpool Sydney, was deployed to Gallipoli via Egypt, and thereafter to the Western Front.  
 
One can surely contemplate in the imagination some understanding of what these men – many virtually boys 
– would endure. And although this official history gives facts, figures, dates and – day by day –details, the 
very personal element emerges from the words of the men. As Major General Le Gay Brereton notes in his 
excellent foreword – “the human dimension – and a view of life in camp, in the trenches, in billets in France, 
and on leave.” Some chapters are dedicated to significant individuals, significant for their contribution or 
experiences or influence. Some voices speak more extensively through the pages than others, 
understandably. but this volume holds the precious spirit of hundreds of our courageous men, men of the 
First AIF, many of whom would never return to their homeland. Even a touching, poignant poem of a parent 
for a son presumed dead is shared with us; and on rare occasions – a tiny glimpse, obliquely, of larrikin 
behaviour.  
 
And the old black and white photographs are wonderfully illuminating, and open new windows in  our mind of 
those terrible days. All Australians who bear a sense of gratitude and pride towards our servicemen and 
women will be appreciative that this fine publication has come about. In recent years, we have been 
reminded dramatically of the Australian sacrifices in that war and the many who died, particularly on the 
Western Front, the mortal remains of some only relatively recently being identified, and re-interred with 
appropriate ceremony. I would like to express my own deep appreciation to the Association for this proud 
and valuable initiative – and of course to the author Lieutenant Colonel McGuinness for his work of 
considerable importance, to the individuals, to the families and descendants, to the Association of the 1/19th 
and to the nation.It is with great pleasure that I declare “Boldly and Faithfully” officially launched.  
 

23 



   

 
 
RESPONSE BY MR PERRY TO REMARKS BY HER EXCELLENCY  
 
Your Excellency, on behalf of the members of this Association, both those present and those who, through 
age, infirmity or the tyranny of distance, are unable to be present, I thank you for being with us today and 
honouring us by agreeing to make time in your busy schedule for this event. Your Excellency’s role as 
Honorary Colonel of the Royal New South Wales Regiment makes your attendance that much more special. 
Your kind words will, I have no doubt, have been received with great pleasure by my members and, when 
they are reproduced in the next edition of the Association’s magazine, will give added impetus to the young 
men and women who serve in today’s 1/19 RNSWR. They are aware of the proud heritage they bear. Their 
pride will be reinforced by your encouragement. Today is a great day in our Association‟s history, it is a 
proud day for our present Battalion, the 1st/19th Battalion the Royal New South Wales Regiment and it, at 
last, sees the deeds of our gallant forbears chronicled for future generations to read, to reflect and to marvel 
at. Hopefully, future generations will learn from history of the utter futility of war. The day should not be 
allowed to pass without acknowledgement of the very generous support that this project has received from 
Major General Steve Gower, the Director of The Australian War Memorial, and his staff. Despite budget 
constraints that restricted his generosity General Gower authorised the supply of material with a waiver of 
some of the fees. This has saved us many thousands of dollars. His staff, in accessing and providing the 
material to Peter, has also been most helpful. I would now like to request that Mr Jonathan Eadie present to 
you a souvenir copy of Boldly and Faithfully. The last task that I will ask Your Excellency to perform this 
afternoon is to present to Lieutenant Colonel McGuinness his souvenir copy of the work so that he has a 
permanent record of what he has spent the last three years achieving.  
 
Ladies and Gentlemen, that concludes this afternoon’s formalities. I would ask you to stand for the National 
Anthem and then move to the rear of the room and join us for afternoon tea.  
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Hi Bob, 
     We are back from our holiday – which we 
thoroughly enjoyed – and I was wondering if the new 
book has been printed yet please. I have attached a 
photo of me at Fort 
George in Scotland 
– Regimental home 
of the Black Watch. 
I tried the back door 
of the Sergeants’ 
Mess first with no 
luck – so I tried the 
front door.  My 
reputation must 
have preceded me 
– I wasn’t allowed 
in.  Actually no-one 
was home as the 
Fort was hosting a 
big “Celebration of 
the Centuries” 
weekend.  It started 
with a parade featuring the Picts, Romans, medieval, 
Renaissance, Covenanters, Jacobites, Napoleonic, 20th 
and 21st century armies. 
   Re-enactors set up their camps in the Fort and were 
well versed in the period they were portraying.  Some 
had ‘hands on’ activities and they were open to 
answering any questions about their display. Lads from 
the Black Watch also had a display – they were not far 
off being re-deployed to Afghanistan. In a central 
position an arena was set up where clashing combat 
shows were held – the re-enactors were quite serious 
and did not ‘hold back’ with the blows.  There was quite 
a bit of puffing, panting and lots of sweat.  Most 
entertaining. In another part of the Fort was the 1940’s 
zone with re-enactors depicting the British Army and the 
Home front (Dad’s Army) and vehicles.   
     I have photos of the mortar men (re-enactors) 
receiving instruction from me.  They were delighted that 

I turned up 
and could 

answer 
questions for 
them.  Things 
that people 
had asked 
them and they 
did not know 
the answers.  
A display of 
1940’s music 

and dancing was performed by ‘That Swing Sensation 
and the Swing Doctors’.  Certainly got the toes tapping. 
     A wonderful Fire Display was staged featuring a line 
up of rifles from the Jacobites through to modern day 
and included a Napoleonic era canon. The day finished 
with a ‘dog-fight’ between an original Spitfire and a 
Messerschmitt.  Then Last Post was sounded.  It was a 
truly full day and totally enjoyable. Naturally we took 
heaps of photos on the day.  Actually Linda took about 
1,600 photos over the 4 weeks we were away.  Great 
things these digital cameras. But it’s great to be back 
home. 
 
Hoping all are fit and well, 
Cheers! 
 
Bob & Linda Colligan 
CULBURRA BEACH NSW 2540 

Peter J Phillips 
PO Box 2131 

Woonona East  NSW  2517 
 

26th September 2011 
Letters to the Editor  
Frontline Magazine 
 
Dear Sir 
 
I write to express my dismay and disappointment 
regarding the publishing, in Frontline June 2011, of 
a thinly veiled promotion of the State Coalition 
Government. This is under the guise of 
congratulating Duncan Gay on his appointment to 
the State Ministry.   
The article pictures and names the entire Ministry 
under the gleeful headings "Congratulations" and 
"The New Ministry". 
 
A photo and caption of Duncan Gay would have 
been sufficient and would have got the message 
across.  
If a new RSM had been appointed to the Battalion, 
would the entire strength of Senior NCOs be 
pictured and named in Frontline?  
I think not.  
Is this article the precursor to our Association 
magazine becoming just another vehicle to promote 
the incessant propaganda barrage of mistruths, 
half-truths and lies, which passes for political 
debate in our country?  
Political bias has no place in our magazine. There is 
no justification or excuse whatsoever for this article 
in our magazine and I, for one, will not be a party to 
it.  
Any repetition of such blatant political bias, no 
matter how well disguised will result in, for what it 
is worth, my resignation from a cherished 
A ssociation. 

Please publish this letter in Frontline. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
FROM THE EDITOR: 
“Freedom of the Press” is held to be sacrosanct. In view 
of this, neither I nor the editorial panel can guarantee 
that, from time to time, similar articles congratulating 
Association members, irrespective of their political, 
religious or cultural persuasion, on attaining high office, 
or on their civil or military attainments will not be 
published. Indeed the Disclaimer on page 1 of the 
newsletter notes that articles do not necessarily reflect 
the views of the Association or those of the Editorial 
staff. 
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By Frank’s daughter Mrs Joy Bourke 

 
(Continued from June 2011 Newsletter) 
 
They couldn’t believe their ears. They watched as 
the British POWs were boarded on the waiting 
Dakotas, by nightfall they would receive hospital 
treatment in India, what now? How long would it 
take to set the wheels in motion for them to 
receive the care they badly needed? 
 
Disgusted at the turn of events Frank cursed the 
R.A.A.F, and its little “Colonel Blimp”, a rotten little 
popinjay strutting around with his little swagger 
stick, a typical show pony. A man could spend the 
rest of his life damning the idiots he had 
encountered during his period in the army, and 
evidently they had them in the Air Force as well. 
So many completely lacking common sense, they 
were the bane of his life. Would he never be rid 
them? 
 
As they languished at the airfield for the following 
three weeks, Frank had cause to curse the 
R.A.A.F many more times as they buried more of 
their mates, some who would have most likely 
survived had they received medical attention 
earlier. The death march had cost so many lives 
already. The march was over but because of the 
incompetence of one man, supposedly on their 
side, they were still dying.  
 
Finally, the remnants of the group took matters 
into their own hands, once again packing up their 
scanty belongings they set out to the railway 
station at Phitsanlok where they boarded a train. 
Over a period of three months they had marched, 
walked, crawled, had been beaten and starved 
and now they were going home travelling in the 
dreaded rice trucks that had taken them on the 
journey to the “railway of death.” This time the 
destination was Bangkok. Several times during 
the journey the train was shunted off on to a 
siding, making the journey longer than they 
expected. The most important issue to them was 
that at last they were travelling south. Home was 
south, and mentally that in itself was uplifting for 
them. 
 
At Bangkok they received the medical care that 
they badly needed. Carefully increasing the 
amount of food consumed daily, they began to fill 
out. With proper care and attention they began to 
lose the haunted look of despair and 
apprehension that had showed clearly in their 
faces. Frank never forgot the compassion of the 
Thai people, and would go on to tell his family  
 

 
 
 
 

 
after the war that 
“not one man 
would have 
survived the 
death march 
without their 
kindness”. Frank 
received a 
request by Army 
HQ to testify at 
the War Trials 
taking place in 
Singapore. He 
felt uneasy about 
the task ahead 
of him however, with another Australian, Sergeant 
Sonny Loy also of 2/19th Battalion, they were 
dispatched to Singapore to give the vital evidence 
required.   
 
Frank knew who he was waiting to see, a certain 
Japanese sergeant one of the most brutal vile 
men he had encountered (and there were many of 
them). His deeds on the march were always fresh 
in Frank’s mind.  Frank sat partially hidden in the 
middle row at the front of the court, watching the 
accused. The accused cockily strode into the 
court room and became more confident as he 
proceeded. Not seeing any familiar faces, the 
swagger turned into a strut and his arrogance 
became detestable as he drew near. Frank moved 
his head slightly. The movement caught the 
attention of the accused. Frank looked into his 
eyes. The Japanese sergeant recognised Frank 
and immediately his face paled. His demeanour 
changed and instantly he stumbled. He literally 
shrivelled, he was a doomed man and he knew it. 
 
After their testimonies were given, Frank left the 
building. He then boarded a bus for the return trip 
to the barracks. The days he had spent sitting in 
the courtroom weighed heavily on his shoulders. 
He had felt out of place, but he knew it had to be 
done because he had a responsibility to his mates 
and all the lads who would not be coming home 
with them. Many times during the past years he 
had yearned for revenge. Freedom had erased 
that feeling and now he just wanted to put it all in 
the past. He felt he had been in a vacuum for five 
years, it was over, and it was time to let it go. 
  
NX35742 Sergeant Ernest William McGrath 
(Frank) arrived back in Australia on 1st November 
1945. 
 
THIS CONCLUDES FRANK’S STORY AND OUR THANKS 
TO FRANK’S DAUGHTER  AND ASSOCIATION MEMBER 
MRS JOY BOURKE FOR PERMISSION TO PRINT IT. 
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GALLIPOLI: The Final 
Battles and Evacuation 
of ANZAC 
David W. Cameron 
Big Sky Publishing, 2011, 358pp 
 
Reviewed by John Donovan 

 
David Cameron’s 
book on the final 
stages of the 
Gallipoli campaign 
follows his earlier 
works on the landing 
(25 April 1915: The 
Day the Anzac 
Legend was Born) 
and the August 
battles (Sorry Lads, 

but the order is to go: The August Offensive, 
Gallipoli, 1915). It gives a comprehensive 
narrative account of the later stages of the 
campaign, starting with the battles for Hill 60, 
and following through until the evacuation 
from ANZAC and Suvla Bay. While Cameron 
does not offer any startling new revelations, 
he does provide a very readable account of 
these events. 
 
The strength of this book is in the insight 
Cameron provides into the personal 
experiences of the combatants. He brings 
events to life for the reader in a manner not 
always found in the current generation of 
writers. He does not, however, ignore the 
higher command, and as Cameron describes 
the August battles, the reader is left with the 
feeling that too many senior commanders 
had absorbed too well Napoleon’s dictum, 
‘Ask of me anything but time’. 
 
Certainly, many lower level commanders 
were not given adequate time to plan 
attacks, with instances where men arrived at 
the start line moments before an attack 
began, having had no opportunity for 
preliminary reconnaissance or pre-attack 
briefings. This type of hasty planning led to 
the initial attacks at Hill 60 being made by 
units that were still under-strength after (and  
 

 
 
 
 
with their men weakened in) the August 
offensive. They were followed into action by 
new units just landed on the peninsula. 
Neither group was successful. 
 
The contrast between the hasty planning for 
Hill 60 and the effort given to planning the 
evacuation is painfully obvious. The latter 
was planned in detail, and those who 
remained to the end were picked men, 
rehearsed in the tasks they would undertake. 
 
Cameron’s writing style is particularly 
effective in his description of the evacuation. 
Although we know the outcome, his writing 
develops in the reader some of the tension 
undoubtedly experienced at the time, as the 
ANZAC garrison was progressively drawn 
down. His description of the final night is 
particularly good, following events as the 
numbers remaining in the garrison were 
reduced, and the perimeter was gradually 
abandoned, until the final period when the 
ANZAC front was held for more than four 
hours by a garrison of just 1500 men. 
 
At the end, only the trenches between 
Plugge’s Plateau and Lone Pine were held, 
and the last men (of the 20th Battalion) left 
Russell’s Top at 0325. Three mines under 
the Nek were detonated at 0330, leading the 
Turks to complain after the war that these 
killed some 70 men unnecessarily, as the 
Australians were clear by that time. 
 
The publication standard is good, particularly 
the reproduction of photographs, although 
some of the maps are not particularly 
informative. There are also some internal 
inconsistencies – Susak Kuyu and Kabak 
Kuyu in the text, for example, seem to be the 
places spelled as Susak Kaya and Kabak 
Kaya on the maps. 
 

John Donovan worked in the 
Department of Defence for 
over 32 years, principally in 
the fields of intelligence, force 
development and resource 
management.  He also 
served for several years in 
the Australian Army Reserve 
(Infantry)  
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In fact, from my experience of Japanese 
engineering I would not even dare to swear that it 
wasn't carrying heavy traffic to this day if it were 
not for the fact that we came this way again later, 
and saw that on this occasion at least, Nippon had 
defied the laws of physics once too often. The 
main line led along an embankment that ran 
parallel to this bridge, and the bridge itself had 
collapsed beyond repair. There was no engine 
beside it, so I could only conclude that a Nip a bit 
heavier that usual had attempted to cross it, or 
that it had collapsed under the weight of the wire. 
The "bridge" completed and we were shifted back 
to Tonchian Central, and there given something of 
a rest. The work was easier, and even the sick got 
time off. 
 
There were many Pommies in Tonchian Central. It 
was a large crowded camp, with cow-yards handy 
to the eating area, and the cookhouses half an 
hour's journey away. Water difficulties made it 
necessary to place the cookhouse near the edge 
of the river, and because of the steepness of the 
banks there was no room for eating it there, so it 
had to be carried up the slippery bank to the level 
ground where the cow-yards were placed. 
 
Reggie soon persuaded the Tiger that eating near 
cow-yards would reduce the proportion of "very 
strong soldiers" pretty rapidly and had the cows 
shifted. Also, he got permission for us to clear 
another camp area a little further away from 
where the cows had been. Other problems that 
arose from the deficiencies of the camp were less 
easy to solve. Here the dirt shortage became 
most acute. It was not far from here that he had 
done our "mining for dirt," but not until we were 
camped in the almost dirtless area did we realise 
how large a part this usually plentiful commodity 
contributes to our comfort. 
 
As regards funerals, it only meant carrying a man 
a little farther than usual on a bamboo stretcher, 
and this could be done once, but when time was a 
more urgent problem the lack of a porous 
foundation pressed on us very heavily. Latrines 
were an enormous distance away, along a path so 
slippery that it was almost impossible to keep your 
balance in full daylight. I remember more than 
anyone because I was laid up with a poisoned leg, 
and the journey took up most of the time I didn't 
spend bathing it. But for general use there was no 
alternative. The transport method was impossible, 
because receptacles didn't exist. Our cooked rice 
often had to be carried in bags. But for more  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
pressing needs this 
inaccessible haven was 
out of the question. For 
emergency use every 
area with the least 
depth of dirt in it had to 
be commandeered for 
the general cause. 
Finally someone 
discovered a site, 
ideally placed and 
displaying a rich seam 
of dirt of considerable depth. Unhappily it was 
right in the centre of the place the padre had 
chosen to erect his chapel.  
 
But necessity knows no shame, and an 
emergency second-hand carpenter's house was 
placed on the sacred soil, and save on Sunday 
evenings, a convenient and fairly hygienic urinal 
was available for all. I often thought that this 
departure from orthodox touched on the borders 
of blasphemy, but I decided that a truly wise 
Providence would take a broad minded view in 
consideration of the exigency of the 
circumstances. There were rumours that the back 
of the line was now broken - the line had gone as 
far north as our contacts reached. There was less 
panicking among the engineers, and we were able 
to get away with many minor offences.  
 
There was no organised purging and we worked 
fairly reasonable hours. Sometimes the engineers 
turned on a blitz, but more from force of habit than 
any interest in the work. Indeed we were under 
the impression that they were under some kind of 
restraint. This was confirmed one morning when 
they went to town and tied a man up to a tree 
swung by his hands behind his back, as recorded 
earlier. The Tiger made no reservations. We were 
shifted next morning from their polluted presence; 
the Tiger loudly asserting that they were not fit to 
have charge of men, having evidently become 
more discriminating in that regard than he had 
been earlier. 
 
We went south for a short stay at a camp that 
bridged the narrow gap between the ends of a 
wide loop, in the charge of a group of Nips so 
eccentric that they even took safety precautions 
and warned us to be careful. Work finished there 
and we returned to Tonchian on the way north - 
we knew not where. It was an ugly feeling to be 
going north again.  
              To be continued………………. 

NX45804 Driver Herbert James McNAMARA, Carrier Pl, HQ Coy, 2/20 Battalion A.I.F. 
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Ted HUNT’s  Section – A Company 2/19 Battalion AIF - Malaya 1941 
Ted is standing at far left 

 (PHOTO COURTESY OF TED’s SON JOHN) 

1 PLATOON, A COMPANY 19 RNSWR  ‐ JULY 1969 
 

Back Row: (left‐right) Whitelaw, Little, Keith, Carpenter, Bowditch, Leeson, Cook, O’Reilly, Russell, Griffin, 
Patterson. 

Front Row: (left‐right) Braddon, Armstrong, Bunting, Martin, Boxall, Quested, Cluness, Gibbs. 
(PHOTO COURTESY OF Terry O’NEILL) 
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